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The Islamic Concept and Culture 

Introduction 
We are going to talk about a new chapter titled “The Islamic Concept and Culture.” This chapter 
focuses on explaining culture and its relation to the fundamental Islamic concepts and principles. 
This chapter also elaborates on the following issues: How does Islam approach and shape 
culture? What is the place, value and role of culture in man's life? Thus, this chapter explains how 
Islam shapes and defines the source and varying fields of culture. 

This chapter especially, is one of the clearest chapters for us because we all firmly know and 
believe that the only source of knowledge, information and methodology forming the Islamic 
concepts is Allah, All-Mighty.  

Before we talk about the relation between culture and the Islamic concept, we should define 
“culture.” 

There is no doubt that culture is an immense and wide topic, but we can start by saying that it is 
a manifestation of the human mind’s vitality and liveliness. It is the product of human intelligence 
which distinguishes them from the rest of creatures on earth. Culture encompasses all types of 
knowledge, in all its various forms, providing a basis for all human life. In addition, culture 
reflects the intellectual level of the human as well as his role and position on earth. 

The production of culture is primarily based on the human mind and intellect, however, this is 
not the only element responsible for the emergence of culture, as human sensations, feelings and 
instincts also have an important role. Culture is not restricted to a certain field of knowledge, 
discipline or aspect of life, but rather encompasses all knowledge, from varying sources, gained 
by mankind. Thus culture and knowledge can be used interchangeably, even though the term 
‘culture’ is more comprehensive. It applies to many aspects of life and is manifested at different 
levels for people who are at different intellectual levels, from the literate and highly educated, to 
the illiterate.  

The title of this chapter emphasizes that there is a profound connection between culture and the 
Islamic concept. As we explain further, it will become clear that there is a deep connection 
between culture and the core fundamental beliefs in Islam, known as the ‘aqeeda;’ as well as a 
close connection between the philosophy one has about life, his concepts about existence, and the 
culture in which he lives.  

Culture is deeply affected by how the human perceives existence, life, nature of mankind, the 
reality of Allah, as well as the Hereafter. Therefore, culture generates from and is shaped by these 
perceptions that are clearly defined and established in Islam as the ‘aqeeda,’ or the core 
fundamental beliefs. These core beliefs directly affect human life by shaping his behavior and 
culture, through establishing the framework for his thoughts and concepts. 

This chapter starts by laying clear foundations of the issue of culture. It reminds us of two 
fundamental concepts in Islam, first of which is Ubudiyah, and it is the principle of complete 
devotion, worship and slavery to Allah (swt). The second closely related concept represents the 
source of derivation of knowledge for Muslims. It establishes how this devotion and worship to 
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Allah takes place, and where the knowledge about this servitude is received from. The first 
concept is summarized in the first part of the great testimony in Islam, “La ilah illa Allah,” which 
means “there is no deity but Allah.” These words establish that the absolute Ubudiyah, devotion, 
obedience, servitude and worship, is due to Allah (swt) exclusively, and this is the first pillar of 
Islam. The second part of the testimony is “wa anna Muhammadun Rasul Allah,” which means 
“and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.” This second part thereby establishes the manner of 
devotion and servitude, and clarifies that the conduct of servitude to Allah should be derived 
from the Messenger (sas). The deep meaning of this testimony is clarified further in the chapter 
“La Ilah Illa Allah is the way of life in Islam,” where we focused on these two fundamental truths: 
the meaning of the two phrases “there is no deity but Allah,” and “Muhammad is the Messenger 
of Allah” and their significance in the life of humanity. 

The great Truth and concept that there is no deity, or ilah except Allah (swt), means that there is 
no one who has the right to have all authority except Allah (swt). Therefore, the concept of 
Ubudiyah naturally follows, because absolute devotion, obedience and servitude is due only to 
the One Who has absolute Authority. This absolute Authority extends over all aspects of life 
including the beliefs, laws (Sharia), and worship. The Muslim further believes that the 
characteristics and rights of Allah (swt), namely His Supremacy, Divinity, Sovereignty, Lordship, 
and Governance over the whole universe (summarized by the term Uluhiya), are also exclusive 
to Him, and is not to be shared with any of His creation. All of these concepts were detailed in 
previous chapters.  

In the following section, we will focus on the meaning of the Sovereignty of Allah (swt) and its 
link to culture. The Islamic concept of sovereignty and governance – Hakimiyah – is not limited 
to societal laws, as people currently try to claim by saying that the Sharia is a collection of laws 
that govern society. This is a narrow understanding of the meaning of Sharia. In essence, it is the 
laws in jahilliya that are limited to organizing the society’s life, and do not regulate the issues of 
values, whether they are values relating to morality, behavior or belief. The laws in jahilliya do 
not regard many issues and do not care to regulate individuals’ lives, but rather leave them with 
complete freedom, allowing them to choose from morals, dogmas and behaviors as they please. 
In reality, jahili laws only concern a small aspect of life. Once jahilliya disregards within its 
concept of “law” all conduct, ethics, values, beliefs, as well as moral behaviors, then all that is left 
for it to regulate are the crimes committed within the society and their due punishments and 
sentences, as well as the rulings which it enforces for the benefit of the society.  

Thus the meaning of law - according to jahilliya - is very limited and constricted, dealing only in 
the fields of rights and duties related to individuals and groups, and this can never suffice the 
true needs of humanity to properly address all aspects of life. On the other hand, the Islamic Law 
– Sharia – includes all that is necessary in organizing people's lives, from the most intimate and 
personal to the large aspects of their lives. This wide and comprehensive nature of the Sharia is 
naturally compatible with the absolute Divinity, Sovereignty, Authority and Lordship of Allah 
(swt) Who controls everything in human life as well as the whole universe. It is unacceptable for 
anyone to deviate from Allah’s authority or deviate from obeying Allah and deriving all 
regulations from Him. Thus, Sharia means everything that Allah (swt) has legislated for mankind, 
in all aspects of their lives.  

Allah (swt) has legislated for mankind in every aspect of life; whether in the fundamentals of 
beliefs, rules, morals, behavior or even knowledge. The word “fundamentals” may suggest to 
some that branches of the law or details are not addressed in the Sharia, however, this is far from 
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the truth. There is no doubt that the use of the word “fundamentals” is intended to emphasize 
that all the details in the Sharia are intimately linked to the root and fundamentals of every aspect, 
whether it is in the core beliefs (aqeeda), rules, morals, behavior or knowledge. The fundamentals 
and branches are equally important for the Muslim who's ultimate desire is to perfect his 
devotion, servitude and obedience to Allah (swt). Thus the Muslim will strive to adopt and love 
everything from Allah (swt), no matter how small, as a necessity for fulfilling his Ubudiya 
(devotion, servitude and worship) towards Allah (swt). Therefore, when we speak about the 
fundamentals of faith or rules, all the branches are naturally integrated under these 
fundamentals. 

The Islamic core belief is presented in every constituent of Islamic ideology, regardless of whether 
it is the concept of the nature of Allah (swt), His Supremacy, Divinity, and Sovereignty (Uluhiya); 
or the nature of humanity and the universe. Furthermore, Islam establishes the connections 
between man and all these Great Truths; and teaches mankind how to deal with them, as well as 
how to give purpose to their lives. Rulings which encompass the entirety of political, economic 
and social life of humans are all derived from this basis.  

The Sharia – Islamic Law - is all-encompassing, engaging the individual’s personal life, as well as 
the society and the nation, and is not restricted to the realm of criminal law as some claim. Indeed, 
the Sharia includes moral and behavioral principles, concepts, and gives us the knowledge to 
determine the proper values and scales to regulate the entire society, addressing each individual 
in his public and personal life. Therefore, the Sharia is not fractional; instead, it is all-
encompassing through which human life and all of its fields and aspects are determined and 
formulated. Furthermore, it should be clear that such a comprehensive system can never be 
produced by humanity, and they must receive it from Allah, as they receive all their provisions 
from Allah, and indeed owe their whole existence to Him (swt). We are reminded of this in the 
Quran: 

ينِ  ِمنَ  َلُكمْ  َشرَعَ ﴿  ى َما الد� ْيَنا َوَما إَِلْيكَ  ا�ْوَحْيَنا َوال�ِذي نُوًحا بِهِ  َوص� ينَ  ا�ِقيُموا ا�نْ  َوِعيَسى َوُموَسى إِْبَراِهيمَ  بِهِ  َوص� قُوا َوَ�� الد�  َعَلى َكُبرَ  فِيهِ  َتَتَفر�

]١٣: الشورى﴾  [ إَِلْيهِ  تَْدُعوُهمْ  َما اْلُمْشرِِكينَ    

“He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion (Islam) which he ordained for Nuh, and that 
which we have revealed to you, and that which we ordained for Ibrahim, Musa, and Isa’ saying 

you should establish religion (i.e. to do what it orders you to do practically), and make no 
divisions in it. Intolerable for the ones who associate partners with Allah is that to which you 

call them.” (Surah Ash-Shura 42:13) 

Thus Allah (swt) has ordained that we receive from Him through the revelation He has sent His 
Messengers (as). This is an absolute order, unanimously agreed upon by all the Messengers of 
Allah, that the source for the religion of mankind and their complete way of life, is exclusively 
from Allah (swt). 

The intellectual and artistic aspects of human life and their 
connection to the Sovereignty of Allah 
The matter of establishing legislation and governance based on what Allah (swt) has revealed is 
well understood, and was discussed in the previous chapter “La ilaha illa Allah - the way of life 
in Islam.” The issues of ethics, behavior, values, customs, and principles by which matters are 
weighed and judged, have also been discussed and acknowledged to be an essential part of the 
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Sharia. However, Qutub pointed out: “An issue which appears to be strange for people - 
including those who read studies and researches regarding Islam - is the connection between 
the intellectual and artistic human activity, and the Islamic ideology and its Divine source.”  

As much as the Islamic Law concerns legislation, governance, ethics, values and customs, it is 
also equally concerned with the realms of art as well as all intellectual activity, because all of these 
fields must conform to the Islamic concept and be based on the Divine source. 

Indeed, art is a deep form of human expression, and it is intimately associated with man's 
concepts about life, his surroundings, his emotions and how he deals with all that is around him. 
Since art is closely linked to a person's soul, his concepts, ideas, perceptions and emotions, it must 
be cultivated by the primary foundation which is the Islamic ideology. This is diametrically 
opposed to jahilliya’s statements that art should be unrestricted, and the artist is free to have any 
ideology, belief, or philosophy, and in fact be free from any of these. However for the Muslim, 
every aspect of a person's intellectual or emotional life, and art being an expression of this life, 
should be connected to the Divine Islamic concepts. 

Furthermore, art and all other intellectual activities are not passive, or abstract, but rather have a 
profound effect on people’s thoughts, behavior, and motivation, influencing everything in human 
life, including economics, politics, faith, belief and everything else. 

Qutub states: “The matter of humanity’s intellectual activity, and the necessity of linking it to 
the Islamic ideology as well as its Divine source to establish complete servitude to Allah (swt) 
requires great clarification. This is on account of the readers of this manuscript who find this 
issue strange – even if they are the ones who believe in the compulsion of the exclusive 
Sovereignty of Allah.” 

Why should this discussion linking artistic expression to the Islamic ideology appear strange to 
people? There is no doubt that the contemporary generation which has lived through the western 
invasion of the Islamic world, has been extremely affected by jahilliya’s statement that art should 
not be restricted to any belief, religion or concept. This notion is based on several factors: 

Firstly, the concepts of jahilliya - especially the western ones - elevate the human mind to be the 
absolute source of knowledge, and proclaim that religion does not have any role in forming 
human life. Therefore, according to the western view, religion is just for personal spiritual beliefs, 
while real life is controlled and shaped by the mind, desires and benefits of humanity. Jahilliya 
thus tries to restrict religion to the personal spiritual realm, claiming that it has nothing to do with 
real life, and that it cannot shape all aspects of society. 

Secondly, western jahilliya propagates the concept that culture is a human heritage, and should 
not be restricted to a specific time period, or to any person, religion or philosophy. The desired 
consequence of this stance is then to suggest that people should be open to receive from all 
cultural resources. Thus, they claim that connecting culture to a specific religion or ideology 
would then be intolerable, and would be a stifling influence on the human mind and creativity, 
depriving humanity from the benefits and treasures produced by the greatest minds of other 
societies and cultures. Thus, jahilliya wants to declare that when Islam commands something or 
puts forth any religious doctrine that shapes society and culture, it is mistaken and becomes 
restrictive. 

Western jahilliya tries to encourage a culture that has complete freedom, shaped loosely by 
general human values and heritage. Therefore, it is very annoyed to find a doctrine which tries 
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to restrict, firmly define and regulate knowledge and culture. Conversely, when it becomes 
permissible to form and combine cultures from varying sources, jahilliya does not lose anything. 
On the contrary, it is the Islamic concepts that will lose their value, and will be swallowed in the 
overwhelming sea of jahili concepts. The culture which is obtained from Islam completely differs 
to and opposes the ones obtained from jahili sources, as jahilliya’s concepts are void of restrictions 
and boundaries, and permit for people to submit to their lusts and desires. Hence, integrating 
concepts derived from jahilliya with the ones from Islam will portray the Islamic concepts and 
teachings as overly restrictive in comparison to the ones attained from jahilliya, and no doubt this 
will result in the rejection of Islam’s teachings.  

This attempt to combine the concepts of Islam and jahilliya reminds us of the wicked proposition 
that the disbelievers made to the Messenger of Allah (sas) saying: “worship our gods one day 
and we will worship your god one day.” They knew that they would not lose anything because 
they already worshiped many lords. Hence, there would be no harm if a new lord was added. 
Actually, the one who would lose everything would be the Muslim, if he accepted other lords as 
partners with his Lord, the Exalted. Thus this is jahiliya’s idea and it is a sly tactic, attempting to 
efface the Islamic concept. This issue will be further explained by Qutub. 

Thirdly, western jahilliya spread the idea of “knowledge is for knowledge and art is for art,” 
where the aim was to completely disassociate fields of knowledge and art from being shaped or 
regulated by religion or morality. Jahilliya – especailly the contemporary one – desires that every 
branch of human knowledge and art be completely liberated to follow human lusts, in a 
completely unrestricted fashion. This is why the topic of humanity’s intellectual activity and its 
direct link to the Islamic ideology must be discussed in great detail. In essence, Muslims shape 
their entire life according to what Allah (swt) wants. To elaborate, Qutub says: 

“A Muslim cannot derive from any source aside from the Divine source of Allah (swt) in 
matters which concern the core beliefs, concepts of life, acts of worship, morals and conducts, 
values and standards, principles of economic and political affairs, and interpretations of 
human activity as well as the movement of human history.” 

This source - which came from Allah (swt) - is the Quran, as well as the Sunnah (the life example 
of the Messenger of Allah (sas)), which further explains the Quran and provides a living example 
of how the Quran is applied.  

The source from which the fundamentals of concepts, arts and 
culture are derived 
“Additionally, one must solely accept directives regarding the previous matters from a pious 
Muslim whom he trusts, and who truly practices Islam and implements its core belief in 
reality” 

A Muslim must not receive his understanding of Islam from the so-called “theoretical Muslim,” 
who seems to know about Islam in theory, but does not apply what he knows in all aspects of his 
life. In reality, there is no “theoretical Muslim,” as it will become inevitable for one to blend into 
the jahili society if Islam remains an abstract ideology in his mind, and does not implement it in 
reality. Thus a Muslim should receive guidance in all aspects of his life from the Divine source, 
and must directly apply them in his life.  

Qutub further states: 
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“However, a Muslim can go to a Muslim or to a non-Muslim to learn abstract sciences such as 
chemistry, physics, biology, astronomy, medicine, industry, agriculture, administration 
(limited to its technical aspects), technology, military arts and similar sciences and arts; 
although the fundamental principle is that when the Muslim community comes into existence 
it should provide experts in all these fields in abundance...” 

The Islamic legislation considers these fields of knowledge to be Fard Al-Kefaya (collective 
obligations) which should be fulfilled in the Islamic society, and if they are not, then every 
individual in the society is considered to have sinned. Providing doctors, engineers or 
astronomers, who are Muslims, for the Islamic society is a “collective obligation” which must be 
fulfilled by some people in the Islamic society. This is because these material sciences pave the 
way to establish the correct Islamic society which responds to the orders of Allah, where human 
beings can truly fulfill their honored role as vicegerents of Allah (swt) in constructing and 
cultivating this world. Therefore, trained representatives in all of these fields of knowledge 
should be present for the Islamic society; otherwise the Islamic society is not complete. If the 
society cannot attain knowledge in these fields at first, it can rely on non-Muslims in those fields 
until the Muslims are able to take over themselves, as the Messenger of Allah (sas) said: “you 
know best about the matters of your lives.” 

Being keen to explore, learn and progress in sciences is indeed a great obligation for the Muslims 
and the Islamic society. Muslims should gain knowledge in all the physical, objective, material 
and technical sciences from Muslims as well as non-Muslims, while keeping away from the 
philosophical aspects of these sciences and from their relation to forming the fundamental 
concepts and beliefs of life. The mode of thinking, attitudes, fundamental concepts and beliefs 
which form the framework on which life is built should come purely from Islam. Consequently, 
the purely technical sciences are taken as they are, but the philosophy that people have generated 
from their own minds, inspired by the technical sciences are rejected, because these manmade 
philosophies, short-sighted as they are, truly interfere with establishing the great Truths about 
Allah (swt), His creation, the role of mankind, and their relationship to Allah (swt). Thus the 
concepts of these great Truths should only be received from the Divine sources of the Quran and 
the Sunnah – life example – of the Messenger of Allah (sas). Qutub continues to comment on this 
issue: 

“The matters in which a Muslim cannot receive teachings except from a Muslim are the ones 
which concern the interpretation of human activity - whether they be individuals or societies 
- and explain the psychology of humanity, their history, as well as the formation of life, 
mankind, and existence. These matters - which are not merely objective studies such as 
chemistry, biology, astronomy or medicine - are considered to be equivalent to the legal laws 
and fundamental principles which regulate mankind’s life and activities, and are profoundly 
linked to the core belief of Islam. Hence, one cannot receive knowledge relating to these 
matters except from a Muslim who is trusted in his religion and piety, and who exclusively 
derives all facts relating to these matters from Allah (swt). Moreover, it is crucial for a Muslim 
to comprehend that receiving from Allah (swt) or a trusted Muslim in these matters is directly 
linked to his core belief, and is a requirement that results from his servitude to Allah (swt), as 
well as from the testimony ‘There is no deity but Allah, and Muhammad is His Messenger.’ ” 

This stance is not just an option or based on our whim, but rather, it is a matter of deep belief and 
a fundamental principle in Islam. 
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It is permitted for a Muslim to study and take note of jahilliya’s activities, not for the purpose of 
assimilating them, but to deepen his knowledge of the misguided jahilliya, in order to know how 
to correct jahilliya and its deviations and to return it to the correct Islamic foundation.  

In the following section, Qutub illustrates jahilliya’s varying fields of knowledge in order to 
protect and distance Muslims from them: 

“Philosophy, the interpretation of human history, psychology (except for observations which 
do not include man’s interpretations), researches concerning ethics, theology and comparative 
religion, sociology (except for observations which do not result in directives); all these 
concepts of jahilliya – whether in the past or in the present - have been greatly influenced by 
jahili beliefs. Additionally, most of them – if not all of them – include hostility and animosity 
in their fundamental methodology towards religions, especially Islam.” 

Naturally, this is a severe blow for jahilliya, when a person living in the twentieth century 
announces that all of jahiliya’s sciences should be rejected because they are based on the wrong 
fundamentals and do not call for noble goals which improve humanity. Consequently, Muslims 
should not receive anything from them in terms of belief, morals, conducts, values or any related 
matters. Therefore, they should all be rejected by Muslims except for, as Qutub says, the matters 
which people notice and observe in certain fields such as psychology and sociology, as they are 
indeed objective, descriptive facts of human behavior. However, jahili interpretations, 
conclusions, and guidance, even if they are derived from these objective sciences, should be 
rejected by the Muslim. Indeed the Muslims need to take these objective sciences and derive their 
own interpretations, conclusions and guidance. There is no doubt that the reader of the jahili 
books of philosophy, history, psychology, sociology, or comparative religions will clearly see that 
they are diametrically opposed to concepts of all religions, especially the religion and ideology of 
Islam. 

The proper stance on the objective study of sciences 
Qutub states: 

“The [Islamic] perspective on the fields which concern humanity’s intellect - such as 
philosophy and psychology - is not the same as the one which concerns physics, chemistry, 
astronomy, biology, medicine, etc. - as long as these sciences limit themselves to practical 
experiments and their results, and do not go beyond their scope into speculative philosophy.” 

All objective and natural sciences can be learned from Muslim and non-Muslims as long as they 
are limited to actual scientific experiments, observations, and logical conclusions based on these 
results. Nevertheless, we should not go beyond the scope of objective science and wander in 
speculative philosophy, as it had happened with Darwinism. Darwin’s theory started as a 
scientific study that examined the organization and characteristics of living organisms and 
noticed both similarities and natural order among species with ever increasing gradual 
complexity between one species to the next. The problem occurred when people went beyond the 
objective facts, and used the theory to speculate about the origin of life, and even further 
contrived that there was no need for the existence of a creating force. There is no doubt that this 
pseudoscientific dogma is unacceptable. Thus, we can accept the initial observations that there 
are indeed structural and other biological relationships between species, that lends itself to a 
convenient classification scheme, as well as a natural ordering between the most simple and the 
most complex, however, going beyond this into speculative philosophy about the origin of life is 
unacceptable. Muslim scientists have tackled these issues and have acknowledged the 
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progressive similarities between the species, in fact even beginning with inanimate materials. 
Muslim scientists talked about all of this based on the objective evidence, and without deviation 
in their concepts of the origin of existence, creation and life. They believed that what they were 
observing was a grand display of creation, where their Creator had chosen to arrange His 
creatures in a progressive order. They never expected that these observations would be stretched, 
manipulated and inappropriately used to somehow come up with the conclusion that there is no 
need for a creator. Darwinism therefore deviated from the actual science, motivated by the hate 
towards the church and desire to dissolve priestly authority and to instill within society deviant 
behavior. Their hate and revolt against the church does not justify the rebellion against religion 
or returning to pagan thought, whether it is Greek, Roman or any other. 

The Islamic ideology is sufficient 
“In regards to the matters beyond the intellectual and practical activity, the true guidance from 
his Lord is sufficient for a Muslim. This guidance is so superior to all of man's speculative 
attempts in these affairs that they appear utterly ridiculous and absurd.” 

Indeed, anyone who reads jahilliya’s philosophy with the correct Muslim mind-set finds that this 
literature is really ridiculous, absurd and nauseating. These jahili philosophers not only fail to 
produce any convincing concepts, but their arguments and proposals are self-contradictory, 
leading to greater loss and delusion. As Muslims, however, we directly receive from our All-
Knowing and Wise Lord Who gives us the absolute Truth, which elevates us to a level of 
consciousness and honor that manmade guesswork could never achieve. Therefore, when 
compared to what Allah (swt) gives us, contrived human philosophy really does not deserve any 
respect, nor does it deserve to be believed. For the Muslim, receiving these Great Truths directly 
from Allah (swt) is part of his core belief (Aqeeda), and a matter of fulfilling his humble, loving 
devotion and servitude (Ubudiyah) toward Allah. A person can never be a sincere devotee and 
servant (abd) of Allah unless he receives his core beliefs from Allah (swt). 

Subsequently, Qutub remarks: 

“The statement that 'Culture is human heritage', and that it has no country, nationality or 
religion is only correct in relation to objective sciences and their scientific applications.” 

Both believers (Muslims) and disbelievers (Kuffar) can observe and assimilate the truths that are 
discovered in the objective sciences such as mathematics, astronomy, medicine, and so on. 
Indeed, these disciplines can be called common “human heritage,” because this knowledge does 
not belong to anyone, or any culture, ideology, religion or belief. However, people should never 
go beyond their scope in objective sciences and attempt to formulate philosophical and 
metaphysical explanations to describe the great Truth and Force that have originated this 
universe. These sciences can never characterize, and were never meant to characterize the human 
soul, his origin, history, purpose and ultimate destiny. Even though the objective observations 
and theories that humans have made based on experimentation throughout the ages, and what 
we generally know as science, are definitely common heritage, the truth about the human soul, 
his creation, purpose, destiny and similar concepts should only be taken from Islam, and our 
Creator, Allah (swt).  

Islam, in fact, compels Muslims to actively explore their natural surroundings and surpass 
jahilliya in all fields of science so that they will not be subject to the oppression and authority of 
jahilliya; and so that their minds will not be affected by jahilliya’s teachings. Rifa’a Al-Tahtawy 
is an example of a leader who went to France to lead the Egyptian mission, and when he came 
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back he could hardly speak Arabic. He came back enamored with Parisian culture and wrote a 
book titled ”Account of a Stay in France by an Egyptian Cleric”, in which he says “dance is a 
beautiful sport, every man in France calls a woman to dance with him, and she soon gets invited 
by another.” He did not condemn this, nor did he see it as a vile act. This shows that going to 
Europe and immersing in the jahili culture - even for the purpose of education - is very dangerous. 
Therefore, the Muslim society should carefully examine all its sources of knowledge similar to 
what the first Islamic society did. 

The first Muslim society managed to appropriately receive from the surrounding jahili cultures, 
whether they were Roman, Egyptian, Persian or Greek. However, before they accepted anything 
into their own culture, they examined it closely. They rejected what was based on guessing and 
myths. Scientific concepts were subjected to experiments in order to assure their validity. The 
Muslims in fact were the ones who formally established the scientific method, and this is the basis 
on which all of subsequent human materialistic progress has been achieved. 

Therefore, science and technology should remain within its intended boundaries, continuing 
great service to mankind, and not delve into the metaphysical aspect, offering philosophy, 
interpretation of history, art, and literature. The meddling of science in the issues of human origin, 
philosophy and belief, is one of the tricks played by world Jewry to unleash culture from proper 
Divine guidance, as Qutub explains: 

“…[this] is one of the tricks played by world Jewry, whose purpose is to eliminate all 
limitations, especially the limitations imposed by beliefs and concepts, so that the Jews may 
penetrate into the whole world and then may be free to perpetuate their evil designs.” 

One of the western jahili scientists and philosophers said: “a person becomes a scientist when he 
abandons his religion, in contrast to the Muslim who does not abandon his religion unless he 
becomes ignorant.” This is because science and knowledge - according to western jahilliya - are 
against religion. Thus, you should either choose to be a believer or to be a so called scientist; there 
are no other choices. On the contrary, a Muslim knows that if he leaves his religion he would only 
fall to the lowly wretched state of jahilliya. For a Muslim, there is no conflict between his Religion, 
and being a scientist because true science, which only deals with the objective materialistic world, 
operates in a very limited sphere – the physical universe – and never delves into the issues that 
can only be properly established by Divine guidance. 

If we want to understand the Jew's role in this corrupted approach, as described by Qutub above, 
we have to comprehend that Jews do not believe in the hereafter. They say that there is no 
difference between animal and humans in terms of death; as they will both turn into soil. 
Therefore, due to this belief, they are extremely attached to and focused on worldly life. The 
mind-set of “the ends justify the means,” is then perfectly understandable by their beliefs and 
perfectly explains their behavior. They want to live their life with maximum worldly satisfaction. 
The Jewish concept has no belief in the hereafter, therefore, they are the most hostile of people to 
the Divine religious concepts that connect humans to the hereafter. 

There are two types of cultures 
Islam believes that there are only two types of cultures. The first is the Islamic culture, which is 
based on Islamic beliefs and concepts; and the other is the jahili culture, which is derived from 
varying sources that are all based on the fundamental beliefs and concepts of jahilliya as we will 
further explore. Knowledge and applications derived from the pure objective sciences are not 
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included in this discussion of the sharp separation of cultures, as Muslims accept these as they 
are, free of philosophy or interpretation.  

One of the most important beliefs and concepts that jahilliya is based upon, as we know, is the 
assertion that human thought is the ‘ilah’ – which is the divinity, ultimate sovereign, and supreme 
authority. Jahilliya makes the human mind the final reference through which all facts are decided. 
They refuse what the mind refuses; and only accept what the mind accepts. If the human mind 
decides to change its view on certain matters, humanity’s concepts and notions change with it as 
well. Thus, we find multiple ideologies and beliefs within humanity, which vary according to 
their perception on issues. On the other hand, the fundamental concept that the Islamic culture is 
based upon is the declaration that Allah (swt) is the one and only ilah -the Divinity, Ultimate 
Sovereign, and the Supreme Authority. Thus Islam sees that human activity is comprehensively 
connected to what is revealed by Allah (swt), the owner of all knowledge and wisdom, Who is 
the only One to establish unchangeable facts with absolute authority. 

Commenting on the seeming greatness of jahilliya’s culture, Qutub says: 

“One ought to remember the fact that the experimental method, which is the dynamic spirit of 
modern Europe's industrial culture, did not originate in Europe but rather originated in the 
Islamic universities of Andalusia and of the East, which derive their principles from the 
Islamic ideology and its directives.” 

Indeed, Islam constantly directs Muslims to explore and discover the mechanisms behind every 
phenomenon, whether in the fields of social dynamics, politics, economics, art as well as the 
natural sciences. When we study our history, we find that the early Muslims did not blindly 
receive scientific knowledge that came from Greece, Rome, Persia or India, accepting them as 
dogmas. They subjected the knowledge that they received from these foreign cultures to 
experimentation and thus accepted only what they themselves could validate through rigorous 
examination. Soon, they surpassed all around them in understanding natural phenomena, as they 
continued to experiment, systematically changing variables and correlating causes and effects. 
They were able to progress in understanding the laws governing nature because they employed 
an objective method based on rigorous experimentation – what we call the scientific method 
today, which was a revolutionary approach compared to the philosophical and theoretical 
approach of the ancient Greeks and Romans.  

The current European progress we see today is actually based on this scientific revolution that 
the early Muslims brought for mankind. Europe, then took this experimental approach to science, 
developed it, and built its current progress. Science in the Islamic world nevertheless dwindled 
during the same period as the people became negligent and left their civilization. This time, 
however, Europe has deprived the scientific method from its Islamic roots. They have deprived 
science of the conceptual concepts of Divine Belief and origin which allowed science to contribute 
to human civilization in a healthy and productive manner. 

Hence, this is what Qutub comments: 

“Therefore, the entire basis of the European thought became jahili and completely differed to 
the Islamic ideology, and further became opposed to it. Thus, it became necessary for a Muslim 
to return to the guidance of Allah in order to learn the Islamic concept of life- on his own, if 
possible, or otherwise to seek knowledge from a pious Muslim whose devoutness and faith 
are reliable.” 
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Islam endeavors to connect all fields of knowledge, including the pure objective sciences, to the 
fundamentals of its belief by encouraging deep reflection and contemplation of the whole 
universe. At the same time, Islam encourages Muslims to explore and discover the physical laws 
of the universe that is created by Allah so that the material basis of human civilization can be 
established, and human life can be facilitated and progress. Understanding these physical laws 
only increases the devotion of the Muslim to Allah, as he contemplates the magnificence of the 
creation and the universe. 

Islam does not separate between knowledge and its origin 
Qutub states: 

“Islam does not acknowledge the issue of differentiating and separating between knowledge 
and its origin if it concerns the concepts of the core beliefs that affect humanity’s perception.” 

It is not acceptable for the Muslim to learn the matters of morals and ethics and the fundamental 
beliefs and concepts on which his way of life – his religion - is based on from non-Muslims. A 
Muslim can never accept the jahili concept that “there is no relation between an ideology and the 
originator of that ideology;” or their claim that it is permissible to derive knowledge or facts from 
any source provided that those facts are true. This may be true in the case of the objective and 
pure sciences since the proposed concept can be empirically tested and verified. However, when 
the concept relates to things that are beyond our grasp, such as the concept of this existence, the 
origin of mankind, his purpose and role, morality, ethics and values, as well as literature and arts, 
then the concept becomes directly linked to the source. Thus, Islam does not separate fields of 
knowledge from their source but rather forms a strong connection between them. 

Islam certainly permits for a Muslim to receive the pure objective sciences from non-Muslims, 
but it does not accept that a Muslim should receive his core beliefs, concepts about his origin, the 
doctrine which shapes his life style, his government, as well as his art and literature from non-
Muslims.  

It is also ironic to take certificates and diplomas in Islamic fields such as the study of the Islamic 
core belief, the study of Hadeeth (sayings of the Messenger (sas)) and interpretations of the 
Quran, from European or foreign universities. Actually, what we have come to know is that these 
so called orientalist institutions use and guide their Muslim students in research aimed at creating 
controversy, confusion and subversion in the Islamic literature, all with the intent to harm the 
Religion of Islam. Supervised by Jewish and Christian professors, who have no fear or 
consciousness of Allah (swt), masters and doctoral dissertations related to the core beliefs and 
Sharia of Islam are produced to instill confusion and drive people away from Islam. We can see 
this in the products of these institutions, such as Taha Hussien and Torabi. 

Qutub says about himself: 

“The person who is writing these lines has spent forty years of his life reading books and 
researching almost all aspects of human knowledge; whether they were the ones he specialized 
in or the ones he studied due to personal interest...” 

The history of Sayyid Qutub is well known. He went to America for further training and 
experience while he had already attained a high scholarly level in jahili philosophy and literature. 
He had great acclaim and influence in Arab and Egyptian culture and thought. There is no doubt 
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that he was a leader in this field. He challenged and engaged the senior figures of Arabic literature 
and Islamic thought of his time, especially Al-Aqqad, Taha Hussein and Al-Mazni. Despite this 
background and status, however, he found something much more spectacular. To quote: 

“The person who is writing these lines has spent forty years of his life reading books and 
researching almost all aspects of human knowledge; whether they were the ones he specialized 
in or the ones he studied due to personal interest. He then turned to the source of his faith and 
ideology. He came to feel that whatever he had read so far was as nothing in comparison to 
what he found here. He does not regret spending forty years of his life in pursuit of these 
sciences, because he came to know the nature of jahilliya, its deviations, its errors and 
ignorance, as well as its arrogant and boastful claims.” 

We immediately notice in these words the challenging spirit that made Qutub such a 
distinguished person. He knew that every letter in these words was a sharp arrow penetrating 
the hearts and minds of jahili scholars who knew well that he was targeting their entire culture, 
literature, philosophy, and indeed the very roots of their civilization. The key elements of his 
personality, as we stated previously, were challenges, frankness, and confrontation. These traits 
enabled him to tear down the charade of jahilliya and present the world with the Divine concepts 
that had all but been forgotten. He succeeded in replanting the seeds of Truth that had been 
discarded by humanity for generations, having lost its way and sunken deeper into darkness with 
each passing day.  

This is how Qutub finally concluded: 

 “…and he knew, without a doubt, that a Muslim cannot combine these two sources: the source 
of Divine guidance and the source of jahilliya.” 

Amazingly, when we look back at the early works of Qutub, his writings, poetry, and philosophy, 
we can clearly see how deeply he was entrenched in jahilliya – but then, by the Grace of Allah, 
Allah showed him the Truth and brought him out of that miserable swamp and elevated him to 
the heaven of Islam. We can only think that for something special in his heart and for his sincerity, 
Allah (swt) chose him, guided him and awarded him martyrdom on this Truth. 

Enmity towards the Religion of Allah is inherent in the 
Western concept 

The aim of the Jews is to lead Muslims and Believers to renounce 
their Religion 
Qutub sees this matter – the separation of the Islamic and jahilli sources of knowledge – as a 
fundamental aspect of Islam: 

“The separation of the Islamic and jahilli sources for obtaining knowledge is not my personal 
opinion; as this is a grave matter, not to be decided merely by someone’s opinion. This is the 
decision of Allah and His Messenger - peace be upon him - and we refer it to them in the same 
manner that the Believers referred to Allah (swt) and His Messenger (sas).”  

Here, Qutub is referring to the issue of exclusively receiving knowledge, concepts and belief from 
Allah (swt), except in the pure objective sciences. He emphasizes that this is not his opinion, 
because the matter is fundamental to Islam, and therefore directly commanded by Allah (swt).  
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Qutub quotes several verses from the Quran that clearly expose the ill-intentions of jahilliya 
toward the Muslims, and how they want to misguide Muslims by getting them to contaminate 
their pure and authentic source of knowledge with the corrupted and contrived culture of 
jahilliya. The catastrophic result of receiving from non-Muslims is made clear in the Quran, and 
Allah indicates: 

 ﴿ َوَلِكن�  ا�ْكَثرَ  الن�اسِ  َ�� َيْعَلُمونَ  ﴾  [ا��ٔعراف: ١٨٧]

“…, but most of the people do not know.” (Surah Al-Araf 7:187).  

All of us were once among those who did not know these facts. We had been reading the Quran 
without realizing this clear declaration from Allah. Indeed, when the proper understanding, 
approach and vision is lacking, the person's mind can easily be deluded and remain in ignorance. 

Sayyid Qutub states: “Allah (swt) described the ultimate aim and objective of the Jews and 
Christians in regards to Muslims, and stated in the Quran:  

وَنُكمْ  َلوْ  اْلِكَتاِب  ا�ْهلِ  ِمنْ  َكِثيرٌ  َود� ﴿  اًرا ٕاِيَمانُِكمْ  َبْعدِ  ِمنْ  َيُرد�  َفاْعُفوا اْلَحق�  َلُهمُ  َتَبي�نَ  َما َبْعدِ  ِمنْ  ا�ْنُفِسِهمْ  ِعْندِ  ِمنْ  َحَسًدا ُكف�

]١٠٩: البقرة﴾  [ قَِديرٌ  َشْيءٍ  ُكل�  َعَلى الل�هَ  ٕاِن�  ِبا�ْمِرهِ  الل�هُ  تِيَ َئاْ  َحت�ى َواْصَفُحوا  

“Many of the followers of the Book wish that they could turn you back into disbelievers 
after your faith, out of envy from themselves, (even) after the truth has become manifest to 
them; but pardon and forgive, so that Allah should bring about His command; surely Allah 

has power over all things” (Surah Al-Baqara 2:109)” 

Thereafter, Allah (swt) commanded that these Jews and Christians be fought with; and that one 
should neither excuse them nor derive knowledge from them. This Divine statement outlines the 
innate nature and intention which lies in the hearts of the enemies of Islam, which is to lead 
Muslims - due to animosity and envy - to renounce their religion. Undoubtedly, jahilliya 
acknowledges and is fully aware that the call to Islam is completely based on the Truth, and that 
the emergence of the Messenger (sas) was previously mentioned in the Torah and Gospel. Hence 
their denial and refusal of Islam was solely based on feelings of envy due to the Messenger (sas) 
not emerging from within the People of Israel. 

The second verse in which Allah (swt) describes the intentions of jahilliya is:  

 َما اْلِعْلمِ  ِمنَ  َجاَءكَ  ال�ِذي َبْعدَ  ا�ْهَواَءُهمْ  ات�َبْعتَ  َوَلئِنِ  اْلُهَدى ُهوَ  الل�هِ  ُهَدى إِن�  قُلْ  ِمل�َتُهمْ  َتت�ِبعَ  َحت�ى الن�َصارَى َوَ�� اْلَيُهودُ  َعْنكَ  تَرَْضى َوَلنْ ﴿ 

] ١٢٠: البقرة﴾  [ نَِصيرٍ  َوَ�� َولِي�  ِمنْ  الل�هِ  ِمنَ  َلكَ   

“And never will the Jews or the Christians approve of you until you follow their religion. Say, 
“Indeed, the guidance of Allah is the [only] guidance.” If you were to follow their desires after 

what has come to you of knowledge, you would have against Allah no protector or helper” 
(Surah Al-Baqara 2:120) 

Ultimately, the aim of the Jews and Christians is to lead Muslims to the act of relinquishing their 
Religion. Therefore, any attempt that a Muslim makes in order to get closer to them will not 
change anything, as their approval cannot be obtained without the sacrifice and the abandonment 
of Islam. Hence Allah (swt) directs Muslims to abandon them and exclusively turn to Him for 
guidance. Allah (swt) further clarifies for Muslims the exclusive source of derivation approved 
of in Islam: “Indeed, the guidance of Allah is the [only] guidance.” The way in which this Quranic 
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verse is termed specifically restricts all forms of guidance to Allah (swt). Moreover, this verse 
warns all Muslims – including the Messenger (sas) – of the consequences which will result from 
following the Jews or Christians and obeying their demands: “you would have against Allah no 
protector or helper.” Indeed, this is a great and immense threat. 

Disregarding the issue of submitting to Allah and refraining from obeying the Jews and 
Christians further results in the abdication of Islam, as stated in the following verse:  

وُكمْ  اْلِكَتاَب  ا�وتُوا ال�ِذينَ  ِمنَ  فَرِيًقا تُِطيُعوا إِنْ  اآَمنُوا ال�ِذينَ  ا�ي�َها َيا﴿  ]١٠٠: عمران اآل﴾  [ َكافِرِينَ  إِيَمانُِكمْ  َبْعدَ  َيرُد�   

“O you who have believed if you obey a party of those who were given the Scripture they 
would turn you back after your belief to being unbelievers.”  (Surah Al-i-Imran 3:100) 

This is the consequence which results from following and adopting the ways of the People of the 
Book, which is to return to the state of being a disbeliever after Allah (swt) blessed you with true 
faith. 

Additionally, Qutub conveys the Hadeeth – saying – of the Messenger (sas) in regards to this 
issue: “Al-Hafiz Abu Ya’la narrated from Hamad from Al-Sho’abi from Jaber that the 
Messenger (Peace Be upon Him) said: “Do not ask the People of the Book about anything, for 
they will never guide you and they have gone astray, lest you deny something that is true or 
believe something that is false. By Allah if Moses were alive today among you, he would have 
no choice but to follow me.” 

The Quranic verses and the Hadeeth of the Messenger (sas) which are stated above concern the 
conceptual and ideological aspect of humanity. As for the objective sciences which do not delve 
into ideological theories, Muslims are permitted to derive them from jahilliya until they acquire 
their own source of knowledge and no longer depend on jahilliya in these fields. 

“Once the ultimate aim of the Jews and Christians is outlined and defined in such a conclusive 
manner, it would be foolish to think – even for a moment – that the studies which they issue 
concerning the Islamic ideology and history, or directives for the system of the Muslim 
community and its political and economic affairs, are based on good intentions. It would also 
be foolish to think that Jews and Christians issue these studies for the sake of benefit and 
guidance. Indeed, those who believe so are heedless and oblivious.” 

Europeans insinuate poison into the works they present to the 
Muslims 
When we read the books of the Europeans who are seen as educated intellectuals, we find that 
they are not equitable, and that they insinuate poison into the books and researches that they 
issue. On the other hand, Muslims – or the ones who claim to be Muslims – lack the necessary 
vision and sense to differentiate and uncover the poison hidden in the works presented to them. 
Hence they are easily impressed with a few words of acknowledgment and compliments about 
Islam. Once the Jews or Christians pronounce a few true statements about Islam, readers of their 
books start to believe that these publishers have befriended Muslims and consequently become 
completely oblivious to the deceit buried in their works under the presence of justice and fairness. 
Thus the belief that these peopleintend to benefit Muslims and wish the best for them’ completely 
opposes the word of Allah (swt). Naturally, we should never disagree with Allah (swt), or claim 
anything contrary to what He has revealed to us. Moreover, we should not receive directives from 
jahilliya, nor should we falsely believe - when feeling defeat - that it is possible to co-operate with 
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them. Indeed, it is not possible to co-operate with jahilliya, as they always have a hidden agenda, 
like they did when someone declared: “Let us co-operate with the Jews and Christians against 
the Communists,” only to find that the Jews and Christians formed the Communists to begin 
with, and later destroyed them, all for the sake of hindering people from the path of Allah. 

There are certain individuals who attribute themselves as Muslims and strive for the concept of 
combining and integrating religions as well as reconciling between Muslims and Christians or 
Jews. In essence, these individuals are considered to be complicit and deceitful, or oblivious and 
heedless at best. 

Qutub states: “The only source which Muslims are permitted to derive from in these matters 
is evident in the verse: 

]١٢٠: البقرة﴾  [ اْلُهَدى ُهوَ  الل�هِ  ُهَدى ٕاِن�  قُلْ ﴿   

“Indeed, the guidance of Allah is the only guidance” (Surah Al-Baqara 2:120) 

 Hence, there is no guidance except for the guidance of Allah, and everything contrary to it is 
based on deviation. Furthermore, the manner in which this verse is phrased leaves no doubt 
or ambiguity in the meanings that it encompasses.”  

This is yet another Divine declaration from Allah (swt) that defines the nature of jahili concepts, 
which is that they base their knowledge and perception on reckoning and conjecture, as well as 
on the outward appearances of things rather than their realit. Allah (swt) forbids us from 
receiving directives from jahilliya if they are directly linked to and affect our religion and way of 
life. Essentially, these jahili individuals do not obtain true knowledge, as the knowledge which 
they have acquired can only be described as incomplete and incorrect. 

“Allah (swt) states in the Quran:  

ْنَيا اْلَحَياةَ  ٕاِ��� ُيِردْ  َوَلمْ  ِذْكِرَنا َعنْ  َتَول�ى َمنْ  َعنْ  َفا�ْعِرضْ ﴿   َعنْ  َضل�  ِبَمنْ  ا�ْعَلمُ  ُهوَ  َرب�كَ  ٕاِن�  اْلِعْلمِ  ِمنَ  َمْبَلُغُهمْ  َذلِكَ ۞  الد�

]٣٠-٢٩: النجم﴾  [ اْهَتَدى ِبَمنِ  ا�ْعَلمُ  َوُهوَ  َسِبيِلهِ   

“Therefore shun those who turn away from Our Message and desire nothing but the life of 
this world. That is as far as knowledge will reach them. Verily, your Lord knows best those 

who stray from His Path, and He knows best those who receive guidance”  
(Surah An-Najm 53: 29-30). 

This verse explicitly demands that a Muslim must abandon one who turns away from the 
Message of Allah (swt) and directs his interests and concerns to issues relating to this worldly 
life. Allah (swt) emphasizes that such a person’s knowledge is merely based on suppositions 
and conjectures; whereas the Muslim is refrained from following and basing perceptions on 
mere reckonings, as this will simply lead to partial and incorrect knowledge.  

ْنَيا اْلَحَياةِ  ِمنَ  َظاِهًرا َيْعَلُمونَ ﴿  ]٧: الروم﴾  [ َغافُِلونَ  ُهمْ  اْ��آِخَرةِ  َعنِ  َوُهمْ  الد�  

“They know an outward part of the present life, but of the Hereafter they are heedless”  
(Surah Ar-Rum 30:7)” 

When Allah (swt) determines this issue for us, and directs us to completely place our trust in 
Him, and informs us that He knows best about those who have been led astray as well as those 
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who have received guidance, and clarifies the correct method and source of derivation, and 
prohibits all other sources from us, then we should accept His word with complete submission, 
trust, tranquility, joy and commitment. 

Jahilliya – such as the ones we mentioned previously – are unable to provide correct knowledge 
which can help and save us in the hereafter; as they confine all their activities and ambitions to 
this worldly life.  

Qutub remarks: “One who is heedless and oblivious to the remembrance and invocation of 
Allah (swt), and solely desires the present life – as is the case with all the contemporary 
scientists – merely obtains knowledge about the outward appearances of this world. Thus a 
Muslim cannot receive knowledge from such a person in the varying aspects of his life, as that 
form of knowledge is not based on the Truth. Essentially, a Muslim can accept directives from 
jahilliya in matters which are within the boundaries of objective physical sciences. However, 
it is unacceptable for a Muslim to receive or accept interpretations concerning life, humanity, 
as well as anything that relates to the conceptual aspects of mankind. Knowledge that is based 
on the outward appearances of things is not the one mentioned and encouraged in the Quran, 
despite the claims of those who quote this verse in order to use it as evidence:  

“Say: Are those equal, those who know and those who do not know?” (Al-Zumar 39:9) 

This verse illustrates the true form of knowledge; here it is in its complete form:  

 َيْعَلُمونَ  َ�� َوال�ِذينَ  َيْعَلُمونَ  ال�ِذينَ  َيْسَتِوي َهلْ  قُلْ  َرب�هِ  َرْحَمةَ  َوَيْرُجو اْ��آِخَرةَ  َيْحَذرُ  َوقَائًِما َساِجًدا الل�ْيلِ  اآَناءَ  قَانِتٌ  ُهوَ  ا�م�نْ ﴿ 

رُ  ٕاِن�َما ]٩: الزمر﴾  [ اْ���ْلَباِب  ا�وُلو َيَتَذك�   

“Is one who worships devoutly during the hour of the night prostrating himself or standing 
(in adoration), who takes heed of the Hereafter, and who places his hope in the Mercy of his 
Lord - (like one who does not)? Say: “Are those equal, those who know and those who do not 

know? It is those who are endued with understanding that receive admonition”  
(Surah Az-Zumar 39:9) 

Indeed, the one who acquires true knowledge is the one who worships Allah during the hours 
of the night, prostrating to Him, and fearing the Hereafter as well as hoping for the mercy of 
his Lord. This is the true form of knowledge which is indicated in this verse; and it is the one 
which leads man to fear Allah (swt). This is in contrast to many forms of knowledge which 
corrupt the innate nature of humanity and cause them to disbelieve in Allah (swt).” 

Allah (swt) also defines the proper form of knowledge and science in the heart of Surah Saba, 
when He states: 

]٦: سبأ ﴾  [ اْلَحِميدِ  اْلَعزِيزِ  ِصَراطِ  إِلَى َوَيْهِدي ق� اْلحَ  ُهوَ  َرب�كَ  ِمنْ  إَِلْيكَ  ا�ْنزِلَ  ال�ِذي اْلِعْلمَ  ا�وتُوا ال�ِذينَ  َوَيرَى﴿   

“Those to whom the knowledge has been given can see that what has been sent down to you 
from your Lord is the truth, guiding to the Path of the Almighty, the Praised”  

(Surah Al-Saba 34:6) 

Evidently, the ones who do not see the revelations which were sent to the Messenger (sas) as the 
Truth which guides mankind to the path of the Almighty, Allah (swt) - these people are not 
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considered to be educated, as the true form of knowledge is one which results in complete 
servitude to Allah (swt). 

The methodology for the derivation Western concepts and the enmity 
towards Islam 
To start with, Qutub states: “Knowledge is not confined to the core belief, religious obligations 
or a set of laws and commandments. On the contrary, it encompasses all things, and equally 
relates to the natural laws which it utilizes in order to aid mankind to fulfill his role as 
vicegerent of Allah on earth.” 

Hence, pure and objective knowledge – once it is built upon the foundation of faith – enables 
mankind to become the vicegerent of Allah on earth. Alternatively, if knowledge is severed from 
the principle and foundation of True Faith, it results in the corruption we see in all jahili societies 
throughout history. 

Qutub continues: “There is a profound connection between the foundation of Faith and the 
various fields of knowledge such as astronomy, biology, physics, chemistry, geology, as well 
as other sciences which relate to the universal laws. In essence, they all lead one to Allah 
provided that they do not follow their deviating desires which distance them from Allah (swt). 
A primary example is when the European thought turned to a scientific revolution during the 
Renaissance on account of the terrible circumstances in European history between the 
individuals occupied with science, vs. the oppressive and tyrannical Church. Those 
circumstances left their traces and toxic effects on the methodology of European concepts and 
the nature of European thinking, in the form of enmity towards the principle of a religious 
ideology.” 

Essentially, objective knowledge guides one to Allah (swt). Muslims are obligated - in the time 
that they are preoccupied with pure or abstract studies – to sense the touch of Allah (swt) and the 
unique way in which He designed this universe, and the exceptional way in which He facilitates 
and controls the existence. Muslims will then grow and strengthen in their faith and knowledge. 
However, when the acquired knowledge does not guide one to Allah (swt), it becomes cursed 
rather than blessed; as the Messenger (sas) stated: “The world, with all that it contains, is accursed 
except for the remembrance of Allah, that which pleases Allah, and the religious scholars and 
seekers of knowledge.” [At-Tirmidhi] 

Any knowledge which does not lead one to Allah (swt) does not result in any other benefits or 
good in life. Moreover, the seeming benefits which one may receive in life – such as facilities and 
progress – are exploited to further numb humanity and encourage them to indulge in their 
desires. 

When scientists study this universe, they are studying the flawless work and art of Allah (swt). 
Any knowledge which they derive from the study of the universe directly links to the Truth, and 
establishes the true Faith. However, when one intentionally deviates from this guidance, they 
only end up harming themselves; as is the case with the contemporary jahili societies, as well as 
all jahilliya throughout history. To exemplify, the Roman and Greek societies, despite the great 
minds and intellect which they possessed, still ended up in a state of corruption and 
degeneration. Whether we look at Socrates, Aristotle or Plato, they all resulted in that state, 
despite their belief that there is a higher power which brought this universe into existence. They 
did not build upon this truth and all that it entails in the worldly aspect. Rather, we notice that 
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Socrates and Plato were against the establishment of morals and values; and many constituents 
in their social systems opposed the innate nature of Islam. Hence the European or jahili concepts 
exploit knowledge in a manner which counters Allah (swt) as well as His Religion. 

It is possible that living with contemporary jahili societies has led us to become aware of the 
ferocity and intensity of the disbelief which currently surrounds us. However, if we had lived 
with the Greeks, Romans, Persians or Indians, we would have observed the same or a similar 
level of disbelief. There is no difference between jahili societies except in their new technologies 
which they established due to materialistic progress. The form and depth of corruption, however, 
in addition to the cruelty and violence which humanity endures was apparent in the previous 
jahili societies, just as it is apparent in the contemporary jahili society. Likewise, the ongoing 
violence and brutality in Kosovo was also seen in the countries which were colonized by the 
Romans. The way those Romans treated people will send chills down your spine due to its 
severity. It has been reported that they would pour boiling oil down their throats, cut up their 
bodies whilst they were still alive, as well as find joy in feeding them to wild animals. As for the 
other forms of corruption and violence such as rape, extortion, and prostitution - they were also 
common in the preceding jahili societies just as they are common in this era.  

The cruelty which is currently seen in Europe has been inherited from ancient times and does not 
merely exist in Europe. The Pharaohs similarly engaged in this violence and cruelty. 
Undoubtedly, this is a natural outcome when one distances himself from Allah (swt) as well as 
from the True Faith. Humanity, as we have mentioned previously, becomes cultured and 
civilized once they embrace Islam; in contrast to when they abandon Islam and end up being 
barbaric, despicable, frightening and terrifying.  

The undeniable truth is that the European and jahili societies which exist today are identical to 
the ancient ones, regardless of their varying appearances. In essence, their practices and conduct 
are still very much the same. 

Qutub concludes: “After establishing the truth that the methodologies of the Western concepts 
and their production in the varying fields of knowledge are primarily based on enmity 
towards the concept of any religious ideology, it becomes evident that these methodologies 
are most hostile towards the Islamic ideology, and that they actively and intentionally strive 
to weaken the core belief, ideology and notions of Islam.” 

This matter is apparent in the contemporary reality in which we live. People who follow 
intellectuals claiming to be Muslims receive directives and notions from the Western enemies of 
Islam as well. Hence, we notice that people in the so called Islamic world feel constricted by the 
distinctive features of Islam, and they are terrified of being labeled as extremists if they truly 
stand up for true Islamic concepts. They also feel ashamed to refuse the other party’s opinion, as 
this is an intolerable act of extremism according to Western thought. This feeling led to the French 
revolution and to the formation of a democracy which considers everyone’s opinions no matter 
what these opinions are based upon.  

Despite the claims of those who call Muslims extremists, we observe that they themselves are 
more extreme than any extremist living in the Arab nation. A prime example is when the Serbians 
decided to avenge themselves on the Kosovans, as Kosovo was the key for the Ottoman army’s 
entry in Europe. The Serbs decided to avenge themselves seven or eight centuries later, without 
respecting ties of kindred or honoring treaty obligations in spite of the many years they lived 
together in one state. Additionally, many people stood to aid them with this ethnic cleansing 
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accomplished under the guise of NATO representatives. No doubt, this nature is only found 
among jahili individuals who live in the most profound state of decadency and disintegration. 

Therefore, the attempt to weaken Muslims and lead them to stray from the path of Islam by 
weakening the culture and heritage of humanity is a serious attempt devised by jahilliya in order 
to eliminate the authenticity and distinction by which Muslims are characterized. This approach 
also aims to weaken the basis and foundation of Muslims, which ought to be firm and strong at 
all times. Lastly, this attempt of jahilliya deprives Muslims of the lifeline which they hold on to: 
the strong and firm support of Allah (swt) and the wisdom-filled Book which He has revealed. 

In Conclusion 
The reality of the issue is that jahili concepts – particularly the Western ones – counter and oppose 
the ideology of religions, especially Islam. Thus one who resorts to these jahili concepts and 
derives from them in the various fields of Islamic studies after comprehending this issue would 
be heedless and negligent. We ought to be cautious when receiving the study of objective sciences 
from jahili sources. We should strive to purify them from any philosophical interpretations which 
relate to them, as they fundamentally oppose the Islamic ideology and poison the pure and clear 
fountain of Islam. 

After all that has been stated in this chapter, the profound connection between culture and the 
Islamic ideology has been clarified. Similarly, the definition of culture, as well as its sources and 
various fields have been elaborated. Throughout this chapter, we have been shown the Divine 
warning that cautions against deriving from sources contrary to the source of Allah (swt). This 
Divine declaration and guidance has further clarified for us the innate nature, intention and 
purpose of jahilliya, as well as the reality of their methodologies and behavior. Consequently, we 
have obtained a clear understanding, awareness and insight into the proper method of forming 
a culture whilst remaining distinguished; and the proper method of accepting the beneficial 
factors of jahili cultures whilst rejecting and refusing the ones which contradict our religion and 
ideology. 

The concepts highlighted in this chapter instill certainty and pride in the Truth which we have 
been blessed. We truly feel honored to have Divine sources which we derive the directives of 
Allah (swt). Furthermore, this chapter guides us to the blessings in this life as well as the 
Hereafter, as any knowledge based on Islam and faith will provide one with immense blessings. 
On the other hand, when knowledge – despite its form – becomes void of Islamic principles, it 
turns into a tool utilized to destroy humanity. This destruction is an ongoing process, whether it 
is in the form of eliminating the existence of humanity through constant wars which use nuclear 
weapons, or in the form of corrupting the innate nature and humaneness in mankind by means 
of advocating and propagating all kinds of filth and shameless behavior and conduct. 

This complete and comprehensive understanding of the concept of culture and its direct link to 
the Islamic ideology boosts our confidence, directs us to rely on Allah (swt) in every aspect of our 
lives, and enables us to fulfill our duty of being the vicegerents of Allah on earth. Essentially, the 
ultimate form of reliance on Allah (swt) is to exclusively derive from His source and turn to Him 
for guidance in every step. One who implements this manner and way of life will constantly be 
guided by the light of Allah (swt) and directed in every matter concerning his personal affairs, 
core beliefs, behaviors and moral conduct, as well as the method of properly establishing 
materialistic civilization and culture. However, these benefits and blessings will not be acquired 
unless one links the knowledge and directives he receives to the Islamic foundation and 
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principles. No doubt, this approach will strengthen Muslims, connect them to their Lord, and 
allow them to sense the presence and guiding hand of Allah (swt) in every facet of their lives. 
This is the true purpose and ultimate duty mankind was created for, which is the role of being 
the vicegerent of Allah on earth. 
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