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A Closer Look at the Current Reality 
Can we inherit the religion of Islam? 

How did this segregation occur between the Islam that pleases Allah and our current reality? 

The current state of our societies...as attested to by their reality 

A look at the lives of the individuals 

Putting aside the current state of affairs, how does Allah really want us to be? 

 

All praise be to Allah alone, and may His peace and blessings be upon the last of 

His Messengers, Muhammad. 

What do we see when we take a closer look at our current reality? What was the 

previous reality of this world, and how did it transform into the reality that we face 

today? What are the attributes and characteristics of the contemporary generations 

that live in today’s reality? 

 

Can we inherit the religion of Islam? 

In this day, we can observe the presence of the preceding generations’ characteristics 

that Allah illustrated for us in the Quran. Allah said: 
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“And there followed them successors who inherited the Book, but they chose (for 

themselves) the vanities of this world, saying, “It will be forgiven for us.” And if an 

offer like it comes to them, they will [again] take it. Was not the covenant of the 

Book taken from them that they would not ascribe to Allah anything but the truth, 

and they studied what was in it?  And the home of the Hereafter is better for those 

who fear Allah, so will you not use reason?”  [The Holy Quran, Al-A’raf: 169] 

Allah described the generations that succeeded the righteous Muslim predecessors 

as a generation that inherited the holy Book; however, they did not implement it in 

their lives, nor were they influenced by it morally and ethically! This state of affairs 

came to being because Islam began to be considered as something that was either 

established through inheritance or through a few spoken words. The Islamic core 

belief became an abstract theory in people’s minds. Modern generations came to 

follow their desires and animalistic instincts, only to say: “Everything will be 

forgiven for us, because we are the nation of the Messenger Muhammad (peace be 

upon him”.) 

When Islam came to the Arab peninsula for the first time, a unique generation was 

formed; the generation of the Companions of the Messenger Muhammad (may 

Allah be pleased with them). That generation portrayed the teachings of Islam and 

the Quran into reality, and Allah thereby declared: 
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“You are the best of the people ever raised up for mankind.” [The Holy Quran, Aali 

‘Imran: 110] 

That generation became a role model for all those who desired to reach that high 

level. Indeed, that was the greatest generation established for mankind. 

Unfortunately, after that shining moment in history, there came generations 

attributed with the characteristics that we mentioned previously. When the first 

Muslim society is compared to the societies of today; or the lives of the 

Companions are compared to the lives of people in this day, we can see a drastic 

change. Great is the difference between that society and the one of this day, and 

immense is the difference between the lives and reality of that generation and the 

ones of this day! How did this deviation take place? How was Islam trivialized from 

being a complete way of life, system and civilization, to a mere performance of 

certain rituals? 

There is no doubt that an appalling deviation and corruption has overtaken people 

in this day, to the extent that Islam has ceased to define their living realities. Surely, 

there are multiple factors that have had this negative influence on humanity, and we 

will describe them in the following section. 
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How did this segregation occur between the Islam that pleases 
Allah and our current reality? 

The separation between the teachings of Islam and the application of those 

teachings in reality is an issue that began early on; initially in the era of the 

Umayyah Caliphate. The occurrence of this issue was foretold by the Messenger 

(pbuh), as Bukhari narrated that Muhammad (pbuh) said: “The best of the people 

are my generation, then the generation that follows them, and then the generation 

that follows them. Then, after them, a people will come whose testimony will 

precede their oaths, and whose oaths will precede their testimony (an expression 

meaning that people will easily give false testimony, be untrustworthy, and never 

fulfill their vows)”. Despite the weakening of all following generations, those which 

preceded our era still had some righteousness as they continued to regulate their 

lives with the laws of Islam and refrained from deriving laws from a source contrary 

to the one of Allah.  

However, as time went by, people began to further segregate between learning 

about the teachings of Islam and fulfilling them in reality. The change in each 

generation become more drastic until the Crusaders fought the Muslim nation, and 

this was followed by the attacks of the Zionists. The Zionists went to great lengths 

in their attempt to confine Islam to the aspect of belief and rites of worship. They 
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also exerted a lot of effort to prevent Islam from controlling the other aspects of life 

such as the laws, systems, customs, values and standards which people followed. In 

the end, they succeeded in their efforts when Atatürk – the founder of modern 

Turkey = terminated the Islamic Caliphate and established a secular society and 

government. This was then followed by aggressive attacks against all Islamic 

movements, societies and groups across the globe. It is worth emphasizing that 

these efforts and attacks continue to this very day, aiming to completely eliminate 

even the slightest existence or appearance of Islam. 

That is the story of the generations which followed the first great generation; the 

one of the Companions of the Messenger (pbuh). They were faced with fierce 

enmity, plots and attacks night and day, for centuries, which led to the unfortunate 

and miserable reality that we live today. 

 

The current state of our societies...as attested to by their reality 

If we take a closer look at the current reality of societies, what will we find? 

 We see that the Islamic law, the Shari'a, has long been changed from being the 

only source of law, and replaced with laws imported from European 

constitutions. The laws of the Shari’a have now been confined to the individual’s 
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personal life and affairs, far from the laws and authority which govern the society 

and government as a whole.  

 Many countries are now characterized as Islamic states despite them not 

practicing Islam in reality. Those countries are then ruled by individuals carrying 

Muslim or Arabic names in addition to hidden agendas. In truth, majority of 

them – if not all of them – are the greatest enemies of Muslims as they aim to 

battle and defeat the religion of Islam. 

 Numerous manmade systems, methodologies, constitutions and variations of 

Islam were established despite them not relating to the true form of Islam. 

 In addition to all of the above, societies who claim to be Muslim do not truly or 

exclusively obey and submit to Allah. Although they state that they believe in the 

exclusive Divinity of Allah, and they do not direct rites of worship towards 

anyone but Allah; they still submit to others in their governing systems, laws, 

values, standards, customs, ethics as well as all other aspects of life! Some of 

these societies explicitly declare that they uphold secularism and that the 

foundation of their society and government is not related to the religion, while 

other societies state that they respect the religion but do not want it to govern 

their social systems. In their attempt to establish a ‘modern’ and ‘civilized’ 

government through democracy and giving authority and power to the citizens; 
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societies have essentially fallen into the pit of being governed by other than Allah 

(swt). 

 

A look at the lives of the individuals 

As for when we take a closer look at the current state of the individuals, we see the 

following issues: 

 The fundamental terms and requirements of the testimony, “there is no divinity 

but Allah”, the connotations of Shirk, (which is the act of associating partners 

with Allah), and the meaning of the word “Jahiliyah” have all become vague and 

ambiguous for the vast majority. 

 The concept that ‘religion must not have any relation to the social systems, 

economics, arts and media’ has become wide spread. The majority have come to 

believe that religion must not interfere with or have any influence in the society, 

government, or the practical aspects of each person’s life. 

 In this day, many who attribute themselves as Muslims say: “I am a Muslim as 

long as I pray and fast.” There are also others who ask: “What would be the issue 

if I derived my concepts, customs and way of life from any source that I see fit? Is 

that prohibited in Islam?” 
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 There are many individuals in this day who believe and declare that the teachings 

of Islam were merely fit for an era of the past, and that they are not able to 

conform to the present time. They say that Islam ought to be altered or 

abandoned in order for the nations to reach the modern and technologically 

advanced civilizations and leave behind their backwardness! 

 We also observe many women who attribute themselves as Muslim but declare: 

“I am a Muslim as long as my heart and intentions are pure. What is the issue if I 

study or work with men and mingle with them, for that is my personal freedom? 

What is the issue if I abandon the Hijab and dress according to the latest 

fashion, as long as I am modest? What is this backwardness that prohibits 

women from displaying their bodies at beaches? Dressing up and dancing is the 

custom of those of higher classes! Thus why does Islam need to regulate my 

personal affairs if I continue to fast and give to charity?” 

These examples are but a few of what we see in this day. No doubt, Islam has 

changed from being a complete methodology and way of life, regulating the affairs 

of the streets and homes, men and women, rulers and their subjects, families and 

societies, ethics and conducts as well as all matters of this life and the Hereafter. It 

has transformed from being an identity, ideology, culture, and legislative system and 



12 

All rights to publishing, distribution, and translation are reserved to the Proclaimers of the Truth © 2020. Electronic 
distribution of content is freely allowed without tampering and with full inclusion of proper citation.  9/12 

has turned into a few scattered concepts and rituals, void of any meaning, 

connection, or even purpose! 

Nonetheless, when a concerned individual says: “This is not an Islamic life, nor is 

this society a Muslim society”; people attack aggressively and retort: “Do you not 

see that we declare the Islamic testimony, “there is no deity but Allah”, and that we 

pray, give to charity and fast? In fact, we even perform the pilgrimage”! 

O Allah, Lord of the Worlds! How did Islam become modified and altered to this 

extent? Indeed, Allah (swt) spoke the Truth when He said: 

“They did not esteem Allah as is rightly due to Him. And on the Day of 

Resurrection the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand and the Heavens 

will be rolled up in His Right Hand.” [The Holy Quran, Az-Zumar: 67] 

 

Putting aside the current state of affairs, how does Allah really 
want us to be? 

The absolute truth of which there is no doubt is that there is no value in claiming to 

be a Muslim simply because you verbally declared the Islamic testimony when in 

reality, you did not comprehend its connotations or fulfill its requirements. 

Declaring the Islamic testimony will not turn one into a Muslim if he does not 
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assess his reality and ensure that it conforms to this testimony, as well as assess 

himself to see if he is truly submissive to the system and law of Allah.  The conduct 

of a true Muslim is that, when he intends to do something, he returns to the Book 

of Allah and the guidance of His Messenger (pbuh) to see if it is approved of by 

Allah the Almighty. A Muslim also carries out the commandments of Allah in the 

manner that Allah intended for them to be carried out, and he does so with full 

contentment and pleasure. 

It is mandatory for us to believe and be certain that Islam is the only way to 

attaining a life of paradise on earth as well as in the Hereafter. That is because 

Islam is a unique and Divine methodology, intended to be practiced in every 

personal and general aspect of life. We will not be satisfied with any alternative, and 

we adamantly refuse any other methodology on earth that subjects people to the 

worship of transgressors and the abandonment of Allah’s laws. 

Our Lord said: “This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My 

Favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.” [The Holy 

Quran, Al-Ma’idah: 3] 

This was one of the last verses that were revealed in the Quran, as narrated in 

Bukhari. It is a verse directed to the later generations including ours. It is directed 

to anyone who says, “I am a Muslim”, regardless of their age and era. It is directed 
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to anyone who is pleased with what Allah approves of for him. It is directed to 

those who choose to practice Islam as it should be practiced; a complete 

methodology which governs every aspect of life. This verse is a declaration, 

proclaiming that Islam has been completed for mankind, thus there will not be any 

alterations, modifications or additions until Judgment Day. 

Allah has completed His Favor upon His believing servants, and chose Islam to be 

their religion and way of life. Thus it is absolutely prohibited for one to claim that 

he is a Believer whilst disapproving of what Allah approved of for him. 

Furthermore, this religion and way of life was not merely established for a few 

individuals or a certain generation; rather, it is the legislative system which Allah 

ordained for all societies, countries, and eras. 

It is not permitted for one to follow a law contrary to the one of Allah and then 

assert that he is a Muslim simply because he believes in the Divinity of Allah and 

performs a few rituals. 

Islam is a great blessing and favor which Allah conferred to His servants. Everyone 

is required to embrace it and practice it in their lives.  Those who reject what Allah 

ordained for them will inevitably face misery and hardship in life before facing the 

painful torment in the Hereafter. Allah the Almighty declared: 
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“But whoever turns away from My remembrance, verily, for him is a life of 

hardship, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Resurrection.” [The Holy 

Quran, Taha: 124] 

And Allah also said: 

“And if the people of the towns had believed and had piety, certainly, We would 

have opened for them blessings from the heaven and the earth.” [The Holy Quran, 

Al-A’raf: 96] 
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