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Shuruh – Commentaries and Explanations of Sayyid Qutub’s Milestones 

 

La ilaha illa Allah - the Way of Life of Islam 

Introduction 
Now we will consider a new chapter titled “La ilaha illa Allah (there is no deity but Allah) - the 
Way of Life of Islam,” which we will find to be most clear and inspiring. We will observe that 
even though the subject matter is already well know, we will see that it is handled from a new 
perspective and declared in a novel manner. Thus when we read “la ilaha illa Allah is the way of 
life of Islam,” we will find the title itself brings something fresh, at least, new for our time. 

The fundamental fact summarized so well through this title was perfectly comprehended by the 
first generation of Muslims - the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (sas) - and by those who 
immediately followed them, as well as the good men of this nation of later generations. 

Unfortunately there is no doubt that this phrase, “there is no deity but Allah,” has completely lost 
its meaning for the current generations who have been conquered by European and secular 
thought. This concept has turned into a merely spoken phrase, void of meaning, free of requisites, 
and having no effect on people’s lives. 

The phrase “la ilaha illa Allah – there is no deity but Allah,” from the very moment that we heard 
and read it, while the Milestones was still in its manuscript form, had a special tone and elicited 
a wonderful feeling. Indeed this concept is the greatest issue for mankind, or at least, it ought to 
be so. 

When we live believing in this fact, fully grasping its meaning, our attachment to these words 
will increase, our love for it will increase and we will finally come to the realization that “la ilaha 
illa Allah” is the one great issue for which the whole universe was created. 

When we append the serious and deeply meaningful phrase, “the way of life of Islam,” to “there 
is no deity but Allah,” the issue will become alive, more self evident, and we will deal with it 
through a new way which enables us to understand that the words “la ilaha illa Allah” were 
neither just meant to be verbalized, nor have they been just a gathering call. Instead, “la ilaha illa 
Allah” has always been a complete, comprehensive, and perfect way of life. 

Components of the Manhaj (The methodology of Islam) 
Before we immerse ourselves into the subject matter of this chapter, we should analyze the word 
“manhaj,” or “way,” as it is used in the title, “…the way of life in Islam.” Another word that could 
be used is “methodology;” thus we must understand the full meaning of “way,” or 
“methodology,” and all of its connotations so that we will be able to understand the matters 
discussed by Sayyid Qutub. 

There are several aspects that need to be considered and defined for any methodology, or way of 
life: First and foremost, a methodology must be based on an idea, philosophy, or ideology. 
Second, there must be a clear definition describing when and how the ideology is actually 
achieved in real life. Third, the goal of this methodology has to be clearly stated, in order not to 
get confused or deviated while attempting its application. Fourth, the acceptable tools by which 
the aims of the methodology are to be achieved must be clearly defined. Fifth, the proper manner 
by which tools and means are used within the methodology must be understood. Finally, the 
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proper feelings, opinions, and beliefs that are held by those who are applying the methodology 
must be concordant with the ideology of the methodology. 

We can try to better understand these abstract components through more clear examples: 
Ideology, for example, can be interpreted as a “vision of life;” in other words, how does a human 
being approach, understand and look at life? Actually, there have been many ways of 
understanding life ever since human life has existed. Each approach presents a definite 
visualization of the human being’s understanding of life and of his relationships with other 
existent creatures. This understanding and view directly affects the way through which life is 
conducted in reality, and thereby, the tools and means for achieving this vision of life are 
established. 

Likewise, the ends, goals, or purpose ought to be determined, so we shall ask for whom does a 
human being seek or work? Is it for his own sake or for the sake of others? What is humanity 
trying to achieve? Is his aim to please his Creator, or is he aimless, as some absurd and illogical 
doctrines call for. Thus the goals must be directed towards a definite and evident point, and this 
must be understood in order for us to fully grasp a methodology. 

The tools and methods used to achieve an end are also important aspects that must be understood 
about a methodology. Examples of these tools may be scientific inquiry, and following Divine 
guidance. Each methodology adopts several tools and means in accordance with its nature. 

As for the manner, it is the style and attitude, or the personality that the methodology instills in 
the people who apply and translate the methodology into real life. Actually, each methodology 
has such a special persona, that just through observing the manners of its followers, we are able 
to realize the methodology adopted. Conversely, we are able to predict the behavior of groups of 
people if we know their methodology. 

The feelings and emotions that are produced within the hearts of individuals are also an 
important component and product of a methodology. Depending on the character of the 
methodology, feelings maybe as diverse as love vs. hatred, integrity vs selfishness, and intimacy 
vs. hostility. Any methodology, when it is actually applied in real life will create feelings that 
ought to be understood, as these are an essential aspect of the methodology. 

Therefore, as Muslims, we have to recognize and define the special characteristics of our 
methodology from all of the above mentioned aspects in accordance with our Religion. 

Since we now know that a methodology should be defined through elucidation of these 
components - ideology, goals and aims, means and methods, manners, and feelings - we will be 
able to perceive them while studying the Islamic methodology through this short and wonderful 
chapter. 

When any individual chooses to adopt a certain methodology, he has to be serious and devoted 
to its requirements. Otherwise if he chooses this methodology without deeply believing in it, with 
all sincerity and certainty, then there is no doubt that the methodology will never shape his 
character and it will never affect his life, even if he proclaims that this is his methodology or way 
of life. 

Islam, like any other way of life, requires its followers to have strong faith, and to have the deep 
desire and longing to lead their lives believing in and applying its specific methods. 
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Sometimes, we see those who call to fine ideals and lofty goals, but all this is refuted by 
contradictions in their behavior. It is unacceptable to call for moderation, goodness and honesty 
while one is actually astray, depraved, and crooked. This contradiction only means one thing: 
that there is no sincerity, faith or loyalty to the stated high standards and goals of the chosen 
methodology. Indeed there is no real loyalty to the proclaimed methodology because each 
individual has his own internal and masked intentions which are self-serving. This is what we 
have experienced and have come to expect when dealing with man-made methodologies. We 
discover that the faith in these methodologies is really not out of sincerity, loyalty or integrity. 
Rather, the superficial adherence to these methodologies is based on self-interests or the 
fulfillment of one’s own desires. Therefore, the reason for the inconsistency found in these man-
made methodologies becomes readily evident. 

We call all these man-made methodologies which are not the Divinely revealed methodology of 
Allah (swt), jahilliya or jahilli methodologies or ways of life. It is a fundamental characteristic of 
jahilliya to have no sincerity, and no respect for the truth. Therefore, it is expected to find great 
contradictions in the life of jahilliya. We find them raising the banners of freedom while they 
never commit to it, raising banners of progress, while they are not really civilized, and 
proclaiming slogans calling for perfection in work and other fine goals, while they do not truly 
uphold these ideals. Why is this so? This is because it is just talk, often which runs against the 
interests of the individuals who call for them. Thus they can easily utter these slogans, demanding 
everyone else abide by its ideals and at the same time feel no need to be committed to these ideals, 
since they have no certain reference that leads them to the truth.  

Islam on the other hand has a completely different nature, because the way of life is prescribed 
by none other than Allah (swt). Indeed it is the methodology of Allah (swt), and when believing 
in this methodology, we choose to commit to Allah, and not to human beings. Thus, our feelings 
about the methodology and our approach to its requisites become completely different from what 
happens in jahilliya. Consequently, it is shameful for anyone to declare his belief in Allah and the 
Truth, while not being really committed to it with the deepest sincerity and devotion. In Islam, 
the matter of faith is more serious and critical than what people think. According to the 
methodology of Allah, no one can declare his acceptance of this way, and then behave according 
to his own whims and desires while believing that he is still a Muslim. In Islam, this can not be 
permitted or accepted because of its fatal results, both in this life and the hereafter. 

The first pillar of the Aqeeda (The fundamental beliefs of 
Islam) 
Qutub begins the chapter by saying: 

“ ‘La llaha illa Allah’ - ‘There is no deity except Allah’ - is the first part the Islamic declaration 
of faith, meaning that there is no one to be worshiped except Allah [emphasis added]; 
‘Muhammadun Rasul Allah’ - ‘Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,’ - is the second part, 
meaning that this worship is to be carried out according to the teaching of the Messenger - 
peace be on him.” 

We may observe that this approach to explaining “there is no deity except Allah,” focuses on the 
worship of Allah alone (ubudiya), or in other words, there is no one to be worshiped except Allah. 
Actually, this first part of the declaration, “there is no deity except Allah,” is classically referred 
to as the declaration of tawheed, or the Oneness of Allah in terms of all His names and attributes, 
such that one testifies that he believes and acknowledges that Allah is the only Authority, only 



Chapter 5 

4 

Sovereign, only Creator, only Judge etc. Qutub might have chosen to talk about the concepts of 
belief, tawheed, emphasizing the Uniqueness, Supremacy and Omnipotence of Allah (swt), but 
rather he chose to talk about the application of the concepts of belief in real life, which is 
synonymous with worship, way of life and methodology. Thus Qutub is approaching “there is 
no deity except Allah,” by focusing on manners, life, our relationship with Allah and His rights 
upon us, which is all classically the subject matter of worship, and servitude of Allah’s devotees 
toward Allah (ubudiya). Thus worship becomes the most appropriate issue to be talked about 
because it is our methodology of life. It is through this worship, the requirements of tawheed, 
which is the acknowledgment of Allah’s Supremacy and Greatness, and furthermore the 
application of this acknowledgment, is achieved. Thus, the emphasis on worship is very 
purposeful, because of its connection to the methodology of life and this is the subject of this 
chapter. Qutub continues: 

“A believing Muslim is one into whose heart the declaration, ‘there is no deity except Allah,’ 
has penetrated completely, as the other pillars of Islam and articles of faith are derivatives of 
this declaration.” 

This is an important issue, and needs to be handled not only by thought and reason, but also by 
a vivid heart which is always enthusiastic and eager about the truth. The great Truth “there is no 
deity except Allah” is the founding principle of the whole universe. The degree to which this 
Truth is established in our hearts in terms of clarity, depth, effect, and purity, will directly 
determine the correctness and strength of application of the Islamic methodology in our lives. 
Subsequently, the manner, enthusiasm and seriousness of putting this methodology into effect 
will be the precise measure of the status and level of faith in our hearts. This is exactly what is 
reflected in the following verse from the noble Quran: 

]٣١: عمران اآل﴾ [ الل�هُ  يُْحِبْبُكمُ  َفات�ِبُعونِي الل�هَ  تُِحب�ونَ  ُكْنتُمْ  إِنْ  قُلْ ﴿   

“Say: if you do love Allah, follow me; Allah will love you and forgive you your sins, for Allah is 
oft forgiving, most Merciful” (Surah Al-i-Imran 3:31) 

True faith is represented in commitment, following, loyalty and obedience to Allah, thus any 
inconsistency between the stated beliefs and uttered testimony “there is no deity except Allah,” 
and the deeds and behavior of a person is regarded as the most dangerous characteristic of 
unbelief and hypocrisy. This is again reflected in the Quran: 

]٣-٢: الصف﴾ [ تَْفَعلُونَ  َ�� َما َتُقولُوا ا�نْ  الل�هِ  ِعْندَ  َمْقًتا َكُبرَ ۞  َتْفَعلُونَ  َ�� َما َتُقولُونَ  لِمَ ﴿   

“O ye who believe! Why say ye that which ye do not do? Grievously odious is it in the sight of 
Allah that ye say which ye do not do.” (Surah As-Saff 61:2-3) 

And this is what Qutub is emphasizing when he says: 

“A believing Muslim is one into whose heart the declaration, ‘there is no deity except Allah,’ has 
penetrated completely, as the other pillars of Islam and articles of faith are derivatives of this 
declaration.” 

Every matter, small and great, whether in the realm of belief, such as our knowledge of Allah, 
our love for Him and our belief in His Divine Books, His Messengers, the Hereafter and Allah’s 
predestination, as well as the realm of our rituals of worship, such as our salat (daily prescribed 
prayers), sawm (fasting), zakat (charity), hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca), and also the realm of the 



La ilaha illa Allah - the Way of Life of Islam 

5 

rulings, orders and legislation of the Quran and Sunnah (life example of the Messenger of Allah 
(sas)), and even the small practical examples of the Messenger which some people do not give 
considerable attention, are all definitely derivatives of the great Truth and declaration “there is 
no deity except Allah.” No one will compel himself, lovingly, to use the right hand for drinking 
and eating, and to enter to the bathroom using his left foot, as these are minor traditions of the 
Messenger of Allah, unless if he is keen to be perfectly worshiping Allah as if he is seeing Allah. 
Only the one who believes that Muhammad is the Messenger chosen by Allah, the One, the 
Mighty, the Only One worthy of worship, will strive to emulate every aspect of the life of the 
Messenger of Allah (sas). Thus, every matter, even the very small, is connected and related to the 
great principle, “there is no deity except Allah.” Therefore, in this chapter, this principle is looked 
into in great depth so as to clarify how it becomes manifest in the manners, behavior and real life 
of individuals who are true Believers, and indeed this is a most serious and important issue. 

Muslims should base their lives on the principle “there is no deity 
except Allah” 
This issue is even more crucial for us, who aspire to be those pioneers who invite the people to 
Islam. We must be at the forefront as living examples of this great Truth, “there is no deity except 
Allah,” having deeply absorbed its meaning and modeled our lives accordingly. Unfortunately 
we find callers to Islam who do not submit to this truth in all their affairs which include their 
manners, interests, occupations, and other aspects. Hence they are in fact not only reducing their 
own worth, but more significantly, they are also disregarding their duty of representing real Islam 
and the great declaration that “there is no deity except Allah.” We must therefore be clear and 
shining models of this great fact through our behavior, through how we deal with ourselves, 
parents, children, neighbors, friends and enemies alike, through our work and every other aspect 
of our lives. If the reality of our manifest behavior is not congruent with our preaching about 
Islam and its methodology, then we will be heading into a great disaster. 

From time to time, due to the difficulties and distractions in life, we forget that we have been 
created to represent the great Truth “there is no deity except Allah.” We should not fool ourselves 
by being impressed with our rhetorical ability to express the fine meanings of this great 
declaration, while in reality our behavior does not live up to its principles. 

Just as an example, when one chooses a dwelling for himself and his family, his choice ought to 
be based on the great Truth “there is no deity except Allah.” When anyone hears such words, he 
may become surprised and ask “what is the relationship between ‘la ilaha illa Allah’ and the 
choice of my own home?” 

To give him the answer, we only have to point out that Islam gives us guidance in all matters and 
for this specific example, Islam forces us to ask these questions and be heedful of the following 
issues: is this home within your financial means or are you being a spendthrift, or conversely 
being too stingy? Have you chosen this home for show? In this home, will you be able to achieve 
your Islam and live a life that is within the Islamic framework? In this home, will you and your 
family be able to serve Islam? The mere structure and lay-out of many homes is not suitable for a 
Muslim family, such as open-door houses or those designed without sufficient privacy with walls 
separating the rooms. Furthermore, does the location of the home enable me to perfectly raise 
myself, wife and children according to Islam, or have I chosen the wrong place which may harm 
the efforts of raising my children? Indeed as a Muslim, even choosing the place where I will dwell 
must be based on the question, does my choice fit the ideal “there is no deity except Allah.” 
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The great Truth “there is no deity except Allah” ought to absorb my soul and body, and it ought 
to be the center around which my life revolves. If I am not vigilant and really concentrate on this 
issue, then the choices I make in life will be random and unprincipled, and consequently will lead 
me to a chaotic life, full of trouble and most significantly, it will hinder me from reaching my 
ultimate goal which is to please Allah (swt). 

The issue “there is no deity except Allah,” must cover everything in my life, like my job. When 
choosing a certain job, I must ask: will this job help me achieving my goal or will it be a hindrance, 
forcing me to ignore my ultimate aim? Through this job, will I have to deal with people who may 
distract me from the right way and steer me away from Islam? Will this career force me to spend 
so much time that I will not have time to think or raise myself and my family or worship my 
Lord? Does this career involve things that are forbidden in Islam such as immoral behaviors, 
indecent exposure, or may result in dereliction of my duties toward Allah? Thus before deciding 
to take the job, it is a must to ask: will it help me achieve “there is no deity except Allah” in my 
life? Likewise, so many other decisions in life such as marriage, choice of schools, and so much 
more - all these matters ought to be subject to “there is no deity except Allah.” 

This is because our declaration that “there is no deity except Allah,” is not an abstract dogma or 
belief, and we do not become Muslims just because of our knowledge, admiration or our 
utterance of these words. Certainly no! “There is no deity except Allah” is a very serious concept. 
Verily, it is the way and methodology of our life, and we ought to really realize the significance 
of the word “methodology.” All of us should rethink his life: is his behavior, dealings, marriage, 
children and their schools, dwelling, job, working hours, clothes and relationships with his 
neighbors, just to name a few aspects of our lives- are all these matters conforming to the purpose 
we were created for which is to worship Allah (swt)? 

Actually, if we forget or ignore this great issue, then we will be theoretical “Muslims,” and those 
are the kind that have no true significance or as if they really do not exist. Moreover, they are 
considered part and parcel of jahili society which makes use of their abilities. Thus, they help 
strengthen jahilliya even though some regard them as Muslims merely because of their utterance 
of some Islamic words. 

When one truly believes in “there is no deity except Allah,” he will make decisions which may 
baffle disbelievers. His actions can not be understood by any except by other fellow Muslims who 
live inside the same framework, having the same concerns, while others may think of his 
decisions as illogical. 

The fundamental testimonial in Islam has two parts, with “la iaha illa Allah – there is no deity 
except Allah,” being the first part which relates to the Supremacy, exclusive Sovereignty, and 
Authority of Allah (tawheed). The second part of the testimonial, “Muhammadun Rasul Allah,” 
is accepting Muhammad as the Messenger of Allah, and this means that he is the Messenger 
specifically selected by Allah (swt), and chosen to be the leader whom we must obey if we want 
to obey Allah. 

This testimony and declaration has to be our main concern in life. So I should always ask, if 
Muhammad (sas) was in the same situation as me, what would he do? Would he choose this wife 
or this career? How would he act? All these questions are important because we want to 
assimilate this magnificent and special personality and we want to follow his model, ordained by 
Allah, in order to realize Islam and to learn the Truth. 
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Shirk simply means attributing a partner to Allah, whether in His attribute of Creating, 
Sovereignty, or Authority. Therefore, when we follow our own whims, opinions and choices, 
then we have committed a kind of shirk because we established a partner to Allah’s absolute 
Authority and obeyed the orders of this partner.  

Thus, “there is no deity except Allah” is an issue of methodology. We want to absorb this 
methodology and to apply the meanings of these words in order to become really sincere when 
declaring “la ilaha illa Allah-Muhammadun rasul Allah.” 

A Muslim community is one which the declaration of faith, “there is no deity except Allah and 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,” is implemented practically in all of its details. The society 
which fails to translate this declaration of faith into real practice is not Muslim. This is an obvious 
truth for those who understand the nature and meaning of the declaration of faith. Unfortunately, 
those who do not really understand the meaning of “la ilaha illa Allah,” today are surprised by 
this statement and argue ceaselessly. To them we say: How can we consider modern societies 
Muslim while the testimony of faith, with its two parts are not only ignored, but societies are 
actually opposed to the teachings of the Messenger (sas)?  

“There is no deity except Allah” is the foundation of life 
This is precisely the point Qutub makes: “Thus the declaration of faith provides the foundation 
for a complete system of life for the Muslim community in all its details. This way of life 
cannot come into being without securing this foundation first. Similarly, if the system of life 
is constructed on some other foundation, or if other sources are mixed with this foundation, 
then that community cannot be considered Islamic.” Allah says: 

ينُ  َذلِكَ  إِي�اهُ  إِ��� تَْعُبُدوا ا���� ا�َمرَ  لِل�هِ  إِ��� اْلُحْكمُ  إِنِ ﴿  ]٤٠: يوسف﴾ [ اْلَقي�مُ  الد�  

“The command belongs to Allah alone. He commands you not to worship anyone except Him. 
This is the right way of life” (Surah Yusuf 12:40) 

]٨٠: النساء﴾ [ الل�هَ  ا�َطاعَ  َفَقدْ  الر�ُسولَ  يُِطعِ  َمنْ ﴿   

“Whoever obeys the Messenger obeys Allah” (Surah An-Nisa 4:80) 

Establishing a Muslim society can not be reached by just proclamation, wishful-thinking, or even 
good-intentions. It can only be achieved by sincere work and application based on “la ilaha illa 
Allah, Muhammadun Rasul Allah” with its two parts. Likewise, if the system of life is constructed 
on some other foundation, or if other sources are mixed with this foundation, then that 
community cannot be considered Islamic. “There is no deity except Allah” is the greatest concept 
and issue of the whole universe, forming its central pillar and giving it light. It is clear and self-
evident, far from the contrived controversies that the enemies of Allah try to cloud and confuse 
people with, such as, it is supposedly enough just to verbalize the statement “la ilaha illa Allah,” 
and this is all that is required to fulfill its right! It is only hypocrites who claim being men of 
religion while not committing their lives to the testimony of faith. Glory be to Allah, exalted be 
He, who has made “la ilaha illa Allah” so self-evident and clear that it may be easily grasped by 
men. 

The testimony of “la ilaha illa Allah - Muhammad RasulAllah” represents the standard upon 
which the perfect methodology of the entirety of the Muslim nation is based. Therefore nothing 
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can be detached from this most fundamental base which must form the life of the community as 
well as its individuals. This is exactly what we are ordered in the Quran: 

“The command is for none other than Allah, He has commanded that you worship none but 
Him, that is the right Religion” (Surah Yusuf 12:40) 

The use of the explicit phrase “none other than,” in the above verse is to ascertain that there is no 
room in the existence of the entire universe, which of course includes the life of man, for another 
fundamental concept, base or ideology. 

“The command belongs to Allah alone” rule in Islam, is an obvious issue. Everything, great or 
small, must be subject to the command of Allah alone. This is the right application of tawheed 
(i.e. the proper respect for the Supremacy, Sovereignty and Authority of Allah) which can be 
reached when command and sovereignty belong to none except Allah, as Allah says in the Quran: 

“The command is for none other than Allah, He has commanded that you worship none but 
Him, that is the right Religion” (Surah Yusuf 12:40) 

This is the order of Allah (swt), not one of the human beings; it is not Abu Bakr or Ibn Taymiyya 
or Sayyid Qutub who decides. It is only Allah Who orders and commands: “The command is for 
none but Allah...” 

Thus, the rule is not subject to the will of individuals; they have no right to decide anything when 
Allah is the only One Who deserves to be worshiped, and He is the only One Who deserves to be 
the Governor, obeyed by all! If people willingly follow His command, then they will have 
achieved the requirements of ubudiya – worship, loving obedience, devotion and servitude to 
Allah - in all fields. 

The Quranic phrase from the above verse “that you worship none but Him” asserts the fulfillment 
of tawheed by Muslims, which is properly submitting to the Supremacy, Sovereignty and 
Authority of Allah and not allowing any to share in His Divinity, rights, names and attributes. 

Finally, the last part of the Quranic verse, “that is the right way of life:” thus, this is the only 
methodology accepted by Allah (swt), meanwhile other methodologies or religions are not 
accepted. 

When everything, great or small, is subject to the command of Allah and when our obedience, 
submission and devotion are to none but Allah, then we have reached the right Religion, which 
is Islam, the Religion of Allah, glorified and exalted be He. Hence we should realize that the issue 
of methodology is directly related to that of belief / creed (aqeeda), Divinity (uluhiya) and 
Oneness and Supremacy of Allah (tawheed). Therefore the concept of worship is not optional, or 
supplementary in this Religion; rather it encompasses the entire life in obedience and devotion 
to none other than Allah (swt), as is stated in the Quran: 

“...He commands you not to worship anyone except Him...” (Surah Yusuf 12:40) 

For this reason, worship must manifest in each detail of our lives. 

Furthermore, Allah (swt) says: 

“…whoever obeys the Messenger obeys Allah.” 

It is Allah, Himself, Who says that our obedience to His Messenger (sas) means that we are 
obedient to Him. Therefore we must be keen to precisely follow the Messenger in all the affairs 
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of our lives. This is not just a belief, but a way of life that shapes our behavior, feelings, tastes, 
references, aims, means and methodology. 

We have to constantly represent and manifest this truth because our life may be short and finish 
at any moment and thus we should deeply believe in “la ilaha illa Allah,” and live accordingly. 
If we do so, our hard hearts will become tender, our raving whims will be controlled and the 
obstacles which block our way toward Allah (swt) will dissolve. We ought to reassess ourselves, 
our choices in life, our work, desires, relationships with our kin, and children. We ought to re-
calibrate our ambitions, manners and economics. We should be constantly asking ourselves: do 
all these aspects of my life achieve the declaration of faith with its two parts? Is any aspect of my 
behavior incongruent, even by the slightest degree, or even worse, opposed to the declaration 
with its two parts? 

Allah (swt) does not accept that any be associated as partners with Him (shirk). He refuses that 
acts of worship to be directed to others, even if He is included. He does not accept that a part, 
half, two-thirds or even most of the worship is dedicated to Him. Allah accepts nothing short of 
exclusive devotion to Himself. Allah demands that the whole worship must be dedicated for Him 
alone, otherwise, it will not be accepted. On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased 
with him), who said that the Messenger of Allah (sas) said: 

“Allah, glorified and exalted be He, said: I am so self sufficient that I am in no need of having an 
associate. Thus he who does an action for someone else’s sake as well as Mine will have that 
action renounced by Me to him whom he associated with Me.” (related by Muslim and also by 
Ibn Maja.) 

Therefore, shirk is a great and dangerous offense. Moreover, we are constantly confronted with 
issues in life and we must make choices, and these choices will lead us along either the path of 
shirk or tawheed – associating partners with Allah, or completely obeying Allah and respecting 
His Sovereignty and Supremacy. Therefore we should never take this matter easily, for it is the 
most serious and important matter. Indeed, it is the issue of the whole universe, and of humanity 
which was created for a great and serious purpose. 

Our Great Lord would never create the universe for trivial, simple or absurd purposes as may be 
supposed by human imagination. Sometimes we succumb to our inner limitations when we 
forget or let our earthly ambitions blind us so much that we are unable to realize the great purpose 
of our lives. We want to fulfill this great purpose by living with our Lord, as He is pleased, 
believing in His words, and not being hypocrites. The state of hypocrisy or unbelief is exemplified 
in the contradiction between belief and behavior. The individual may never realize or declare that 
he is an unbeliever, yet, his reality – the way he lives his life, his methodology - is the best evidence 
of his unbelief or hypocrisy. 

For example, out of fear and desire for securing a living, a person may accept any work or job 
that may contradict and even prevent his fulfillment of the life methodology of “there is no 
divinity other than Allah,” and this is considered a kind of shirk, perhaps of a lesser degree or 
hidden polytheism. 

Why is this so? 

The reason is because this is an indication that the person does not really believe that Allah is the 
only One Who determines and provides our sustenance and we will not die until we get all of the 
provision that has been apportioned for us by Him. When we prefer Allah’s commandments over 
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our own interests, and when we rely upon Allah, He will bless our provisions. Conversely, when 
we have excessive anxiety over how to earn our sustenance, such that we forget or we are careless 
about the rights of Allah over us, then we commit a kind of shirk that may be difficult to 
appreciate, but it directly affects our faith and devotion to Allah. We have to learn how to be 
honest and sincere while dealing with our Lord, and to be sure that our predetermined 
sustenance will never be bestowed on anyone else and will never be delayed from the appointed 
moment. 

If we rely upon Allah (swt), we will earn much more than we deserve. We have to trust Allah if 
our earthly arrangements seem to disappoint. We must trust and know Allah, and firmly believe 
that His decisions are the best for us, both in this life and the life to come. 

Truly everything is in the hands of Allah (swt). Just consider how many plans were spoiled for 
such unexpected trivial reasons, while we thought it would be a sure success; and how many 
very difficult, seemingly hopeless cases were easily resolved – this is all because Allah (swt) 
willed it to be so. If we entirely rely upon Allah, then all of our matters will be blessed, successful, 
and easily accomplished. 

The importance of the principle ‘There is no deity but Allah’ 
in determining the basic issues of Islam  
Qutub then states: 

“This concise and decisive declaration guides us in the basic questions of our Religion and in 
its practical movement. First, it guides us to the nature of the Muslim community; second, it 
shows us the method of constructing such a community; third, it tells us how to confront jahili 
societies; and fourth, it determines the method by which Islam changes the conditions of 
human life. All these problems have always been and will remain of great importance in the 
various stages of the Islamic movement.” 

What Qutub means by “a concise and decisive declaration,” is in fact the Islamic proclamation of 
faith and the testimony that “there is no deity except Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah,” and he emphasizes that this declaration ought to be the core principle of the complete 
methodology upon which the entirety of the Islamic society is based. 

This concise and decisive declaration helps us understand one of the core principles of Islam 
which is expressed in the following Quranic verse: 

“...the command is for none except Allah” (Surah Yusuf 12:40) 

Indeed the correct and absolute Sovereignty belongs to none except Allah. When any human 
being legislates anything without being derived from Allah’s commandments, it will be 
considered worthless. Therefore, the declaration which we are going to examine in detail is 
definitely subject to the commandments of Allah. To repeat what Qutub said: 

“This concise and decisive declaration guides us in the basic questions of our Religion and in 
its practical movement. First, it guides us to the nature of the Muslim community; second, it 
shows us the method of constructing such a community; third, it tells us how to confront jahili 
societies; and fourth, it determines the method by which Islam changes the conditions of 
human life.” 
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These questions are regarded by some people, even those who work for the Islamic movement 
and call, as mere mental exercises and exaggerations, however they are wrong. They forget that 
these great and serious questions are connected to the great matter of Islam! 

Islam has already reverted to being something strange and we are in need of reconsidering these 
questions and issues, because they form our movement and our relation with Allah. Furthermore, 
dealing with these issues and questions is the only way to establish a movement that will bring 
humanity back to a life of proper faith, after it has been astray for a long time due to the schemes 
of jahilliya.  

The true nature of the Muslim community 
Thus Qutub remarks: “The distinctive feature of a Muslim community is this: that in all its 
affairs it is based on worship of Allah alone. The declaration of faith expresses this principle 
and determines its character; in beliefs, in devotional acts, and in rules and regulations this 
declaration takes a concrete form.” 

The repetition of the issue “there is no deity except Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah,” in this chapter is purposeful, and this is to emphasize the importance of this two-part 
testimony in the lives of Muslims. We are ordered to perfectly grasp this declaration, with all of 
its profound meanings and dimensions, and put it into real practice in our lives, both internally 
and externally. 

This is indeed the distinctive feature of the Muslim community: all of its affairs are based on the 
worship of Allah alone which binds its individuals, their aims, behavior, principles and etiquette. 

Through these words we realize that the worship of Allah is not an abstract idea, but a true 
methodology which envelopes all the affairs in the Muslim nation. The first generation, the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah were raised up by this issue, which formed their very way 
of thinking, attitudes, reasoning, way of life, and it became their standard or reference in all fields 
until they became the role-models of devotion and servitude to Allah that we aspire to today. So, 
if we want to follow in their foot-steps and realize the beauty and purity of Islam, we ought to 
entirely believe and submit to the true meaning of the declaration “there is no deity except Allah 
and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,” which is the requisite of true worship, devotion and 
servitude. 

Qutub then says: 

“The declaration of faith expresses this principle and determines its character; in beliefs, in 
devotional acts, and in rules and regulations this declaration takes a concrete form [as is stated 
in the Quran:] 

َماَواتِ  فِي َما َوَلهُ ۞  َفاْرَهبُونِ  َفٕاِي�ايَ  َواِحدٌ  إَِلهٌ  ُهوَ  إِن�َما اْثَنْينِ  إِلََهْينِ  َتت�ِخُذوا َ�� الل�هُ  َوَقالَ ﴿  ينُ  َولَهُ  َواْ���رْضِ  الس� ﴾  َتت�ُقونَ  الل�هِ  ا�َفَغْيرَ  َواِصًبا الد�

]٥٢-٥١: النحل[  

“Allah commands you not to take two lords. Allah is only One; hence fear Me. Whatever is in 
the heavens and the earth belongs to Him and follows His way. Will you then fear anyone other 

than Allah?” (Surah An-Nahl 16:51-52) 
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Tawheed, summarized in the above verse as “Allah is only One,” means not only to think of Allah 
as the Creator or Sustainer of the whole universe, but also to believe that He is the One Who has 
complete and exclusive authority over everything in the universe. 

Tawheed does not mean to just declare the existence of Allah; actually both Muslims and most 
disbelievers alike admit to this fact. Nevertheless, Muslims are distinguished because they believe 
in Allah’s Authority over everything, great or small, hidden or manifest, and thus their lives are 
shaped by this absolute and comprehensive Truth. Thus Qutub states: 

“Anyone who performs devotional acts before someone other than Allah - in addition to Him 
or exclusively - does not worship Allah alone [as is stated in the Quran:]” 

]١٦٣-١٦٢: ا��ٔنعام﴾ [ اْلُمْسلِِمينَ  ا�و�لُ  َوا�َنا ا�ِمرْتُ  َوبَِذلِكَ  َلهُ  َشرِيكَ  َ��۞  اْلَعاَلِمينَ  رَب�  لِل�هِ  َوَمَماتِي َوَمْحَيايَ  َونُُسِكي َصَ��تِي إِن�  قُلْ ﴿   

“Say, my Salah (prayers), my acts of devotion, my life and my death, are for the Sustainer of the 
Worlds; He has no associate. I have been commanded this, and I am the foremost to be among 

the submitters.” (Surah Al-An'am 6:162-163) 

“Anyone who derives laws from a source other than Allah, in a way other than what He taught 
us through the Messenger -peace be on him-does not worship Allah alone [as is stated in the 
Quran:] 

ينِ  ِمنَ  َلُهمْ  َشرَُعوا ُشَرَكاءُ  َلُهمْ  ا�مْ ﴿  ]٢١: الشورى﴾ [ الل�هُ  بِهِ  َيأَْذنْ  َلمْ  َما الد�  

“Are there associates of Allah who have made permissible for them in their Religion that which 
Allah has not permitted?” (Surah Ash-Shura 42:21) 

]٧: الحشر﴾ [ َفاْنَتُهوا َعْنهُ  نََهاُكمْ  َوَما َفُخُذوهُ  الر�ُسولُ  اآَتاُكمُ  َوَما﴿   

“Whatever the Messenger gives you, accept it, and whatever he prohibits you, refrain from it.” 
(Surah Al-Hashr 59:7) 

These facts presented by Qutub, reveal the absurdity of the controversy raised about the reality 
of people who verbally declare the testimony of faith, and proclaim their belief in the Islamic 
creed, yet they do not submit themselves to the rules and laws of Allah, and do not perform their 
duties such as devotional acts. Some argue: “is it not enough to regard them as Muslims because 
they declare the testimony and proclaim belief?” No, it is not enough! 

Furthermore, some try to claim that the community which performs the ritualistic acts is 
considered Muslim, while others believe that Allah’s rules and laws are only limited to the 
permissible and prohibited (halal and haram respectively), and the prescribed penalties (hudud) 
while ignoring the values and morals called for by the Messenger of Allah (sas). 

Unfortunately, those who make these claims do not realize the meaning of “there is no deity 
except Allah,” which is a commitment to the worship of Allah alone and being subject to all of 
His commandments in everything, with complete love and devotion. Thus we find people 
clinging to incomplete and distorted truths as if they believe in only one part of the Book and 
reject the rest, ignoring the comprehensive nature of Allah’s Religion; in fact, Islam is indivisible, 
so, rejecting even just one part or rule of Islam is the same as if the whole is rejected. Therefore 
Qutub says: 



La ilaha illa Allah - the Way of Life of Islam 

13 

“This is the Muslim society. In this society, the beliefs and ideas of individuals, their 
devotional acts and religious observances, and their social system and their laws, are all based 
on submission to Allah alone. If this attitude is eliminated from any of these aspects, the whole 
of Islam is eliminated, as the first pillar of Islam-that is, the declaration, ‘there is no deity 
except Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’ - becomes eliminated.” 

Most certainly, there is a constant and absolutely essential connection between the declaration of 
faith, that is saying “there is no deity except Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,” 
and manners, application of Islamic law, performance of devotional acts, and essentially 
everything that makes up real life. 

This straightforward and clear concept saves us from the confusing and irrelevant ideas put forth 
in some scholarly writings in Islamic jurisprudence and law. Unfortunately sometimes, we find 
both old and modern writings contain strange, illogical and unrealistic assumptions when 
dealing with the issues of belief or judgment on people or other issues. The writers of these 
academic books involve themselves with odd problems and pay considerable attention to them, 
while the problems themselves do not deserve true consideration in the real world, and true 
Muslims will never think of these issues as they will never be faced with them in reality. 

As as example, when reading Ibn Hazm’s book titled “The Separation Concerning Religions, 
Heresies, and sects,” we find him analyzing the issue “if one thinks of Allah as having a body 
(perhaps meaning a form of anthropomorphism) will he become an disbeliever or not?” He 
makes of the question a huge academic research project that results in different points of view 
among Muslim scholars. We find that serious and sincere Muslims never pay attention to such 
questions. 

Other examples of such unnecessarily contrived and harmful controversies is the issue of some 
of Allah’s names and attributes. This resulted in prolonged disagreement which further caused 
some Islamic groups to be regarded as disbelievers because they questioned whether Allah has a 
hand or face like ours or it is just a metaphor that denotes His power and elevation. Actually, 
these types of issues were never raised by the Companions of the Messenger of Allah because 
they were interested and focused on the essential issues. Nevertheless, when people began to 
ignore the core issues, they conjured up academic controversies which lit the flames of mutual 
accusation. This, in the end, buried their faith and made them confused and stray from proper 
belief. So, is it worthy to ask or think about such questions? 

We have to decisively answer those disbelievers and the followers of other religions who try to 
spread their deviated ideas about such controversial problems. They ought to be replied by the 
conclusive evidences of the Quran and be condemned for involving people in problems which 
distract them from the core of Islam which is the worship of Allah, as we were not created to 
think of such issues. 

Allah, “the Sublime,” as a descriptor caused so much disagreement and argument among those 
who were trying to characterize the essence of the quality of being “sublime.” What is the 
practical purpose of such discussion!? Absolutely, Allah (swt) is the most Sublime. Period; end of 
issue! There is no need for more questions or discussion, delving into the nature, form and essence 
of such a quality of Allah, that we are not even close to truly appreciating, and furthermore even 
responsible for understanding, for this is the limitation with which we were created. The Muslim 
indeed believes that Allah is the Greatest and most Sublime, and forbids himself from guessing 
in matters about Allah (swt) he was not asked to contemplate. This is simply because the 
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inevitable errors from such guessing will lead him astray, corrupt his heart, and distract and 
occupy him from truly focusing on his mission which is to be a righteous devotee of Allah (swt). 

Definitely, this chapter, through its decisive declarations and clear expressions, heightens our 
realization of the Islamic truths and how to fulfill our responsibilities in light of these truths. 
These truths are characterized by clarity of vision, purity of consciousness, wisdom and sincerity, 
and presents the Islamic issues in a beautiful, wonderful, simple, evident and certain way that 
enables us to grasp the truth through the same way as the Companions of the Messenger of Allah. 

Hence, we ought not to be distracted by contrived and controversial problems and not care about 
other people’s way of thinking who indulge in such matters. Indeed Allah (swt) sets our way of 
thinking straight: 

َماَواتِ  َفاِطرُ ﴿  ِميعُ  َوُهوَ  َشْيءٌ  َكِمْثِلهِ  َلْيسَ  فِيهِ  َيْذَرُؤُكمْ  ا�ْزَواًجا اْ���ْنَعامِ  َوِمنَ  ا�ْزَواًجا ا�ْنُفِسُكمْ  ِمنْ  لَُكمْ  َجَعلَ  َواْ���ْرضِ  الس� ﴾  اْلَبِصيرُ  الس�

]١١: الشورى[  

“He is the Creator of the heavens and earth: He made for you pairs from among yourselves, and 
pairs among cattle: by this means He multiplies you: there is nothing whatsoever like unto Him, 

and He is the One that hears and sees all things” (Surah Ash-Shura 42:11) 

Since we believe in Allah, we must approve of what He tells about Himself and disapprove what 
He negates, whether we understand or not, and surely we can never have ultimate understanding 
of Allah, for “there is nothing whatsoever like unto Him.” We must believe that He has the 
complete and absolute Authority in all of existence and that we are His slaves and ought to be 
loving, devoted worshipers, which means that we totally submit to Him in everything. Thus, 
involving ourselves in such philosophies and controversies will only corrupt us and block our 
way to Allah. 

The ideology of the Islamic core beliefs 
“We have said that worship of Allah is represented in “belief.” So, what is the belief in Islam?” 
Qutub defines it as “the unshakable Truths declared by Allah (swt) that must be established in 
our hearts and minds. This is the only way by which a person can understand the true nature 
and reality of his Lord, of the whole universe, the seen and unseen, his life and his inner-self. 
In other words, there is no way for him to acquire true and deep knowledge of all of these 
subjects without the direct revelation of Allah (swt), and these declared facts are the Truths 
that we call belief.” 

Thus Qutub emphasizes that we should learn our core beliefs (aqidah) only from one source, and 
that is Allah and His Messenger, just as revealed in the Quran: 

]٦٤: النحل﴾ [ فِيهِ  اْخَتَلُفوا ال�ِذي َلُهمُ  لِتَُبي�نَ ﴿   

 “…that you should make clear to them those things in which they differ…”  
(Surah An-Nahl 16:64) 

The mission of the Messenger of Allah (sas) is indeed to teach, clarify, and explain our Religion... 
i.e. “to make clear those things in which we differ.” The Messenger (sas) said: “Be aware! I have 
been given the Quran and something like it.” Thus through this Divine source, and only through 
this Divine source, the realities of our Lord, the temporal world, the universe and the human 
being, are clearly exposed. Furthermore, it is this Divine source, and only this Divine source, that 
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provides us the practical principles, guidelines, rules and methods of how to interact and deal 
with the whole of creation, and this is Islam, where the whole of life is shaped and given meaning 
in order to achieve the worship of Allah (swt) alone. Therefore, this is the clear, effective and 
practical meaning of “there is no divinity except Allah,” that we should immerse ourselves– 
indeed “there is no divinity except Allah,” is the very way of life in Islam. 

The methodology of constructing a Muslim community 
The next issue we want to understand is as follows: “If this is the Muslim community – a 
community founded on “there is no divinity except Allah” then how can this be constructed 
and what is the way?” 

First, we want to establish the fact that the Muslim community is totally different and unique 
from all other human communities. At first look, there may be some seeming similarities between 
the Muslim community and all other communities, however these similarities are actually 
superficial, unreal and incidental. This is because the real differences lie in the founding 
principles, aims and ideology which can not be consistent with each other. The Muslim will feel 
completely strange in a jahili society, and likewise the jahili society will look at the Muslims as 
very strange. 

“The Muslim society can never be established unless a group of people declare their complete 
worship for Allah alone and no one is worshiped except Allah. This means that every 
individual in this society is completely devoted to Islam in the belief and in their conduct, 
which includes everything in their lives such as performing the devotional acts before none 
but Allah, and submitting to the laws and rules of no one except Allah.” 

Thus initially, it is a must that a group of people achieve the worship of Allah with this 
comprehensive meaning, as the Muslim community can not be constructed except by people who 
realize the reality of the Divinity, Sovereignty and Supremacy of Allah (swt) (uluhiya), and the 
requisites of complete loving devotion, obedience, servitude and worship of Allah (swt) 
(ubudiya). The people who establish this Muslim community choose to submit to Allah in their 
beliefs, conduct, devotional acts, system and laws, and more. Indeed this group translates their 
belief into the practical worship of Allah, encompassing their entire lives. This is none other than 
the command of Allah as is stated in the Quran:  

هَ  لَِيْعبُُدوا إِ��� ا�ِمُروا َوَما﴿  ينَ  َلهُ  ُمْخِلِصينَ  اللـ� َ��ةَ  َويُِقيُموا ُحَنَفاءَ  الد� َكاةَ  َويُْؤتُوا الص� ]٥: البينة﴾ [ اْلَقي�َمةِ  ِدينُ  َوَذلِكَ  الز�  

“And they have been commanded no more than this: offering Him sincere devotion, being True 
(in faith); to establish regular prayer; and to practice regular charity; and that is the Religion 

right and Straight” (Surah Al-Bayyina 98:5) 

The meaning of this verse ought to be evident – we are commanded to purify our hearts from 
worshiping anyone other than Allah; purifying our devotional acts from being performed before 
anyone other than Allah; and purifying our laws from being derived from any other source other 
than Allah. 

Recently, I was reading the claim raised against Qutub in his trial. The prosecutor was referring 
to what was written in “The Milestones,” and presenting the accusations directed by Qutub 
towards jahili societies, describing them as disbelievers. I want us to see the sly deceptions 
purposefully put forth by the prosecutors in order to distort Islam. The prosecutors were 
claiming, in a vicious and deceptive way, that Islam had never determined the form and specifics 
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of justice, thus any form of laws that the people accepted as justice would be acceptable by Islam 
and should just be considered true Islam. As they have said before, the law of justice, what ever 
the derivation, is the law of Allah. 

What a great deception and lie! Yet, nobody cares, because these people do not realize the real 
Islam, and thus are easily deceived by the fallacies put forth by the prosecutors who lie and distort 
the truths, and who even bring so-called evidences declared by so-called Islamic scholars and 
jurists, to decorate their fabricated arguments. Regrettably, the people are fooled and accept these 
lies, and believe that Qutub was the one who lied and deluded them. 

If these jahili people are deceived by such things, true Muslims must never be fooled by these 
vicious lies. We will be subjected to the same lies and slander, when confronting jahilliya. Thus, 
if we do not have strong belief in the great Truths that we hold, we will be confused and 
frightened. In times of fear, the individual may seek and look for ways of surviving even if it 
means submitting to the lies and principles of jahilliya. Yet in the end, this will never benefit him. 
Once he has known and grasped the Truth, it is prohibited to revert to disbelief after being 
Muslim, except perhaps when one is forced under severe torture and his heart still remains 
faithful. 

Thus Qutub clearly states that a society can only be considered Muslim when they choose to 
worship Allah alone, meaning their life is completely based on this worship – I.e. when they 
shape their lives, consciences, rituals and legislation exclusively with what Allah (swt) has 
revealed: 

“Thus, and only thus, can this group become a Muslim group and the community which it 
organizes be Muslim. Before adopting this purity of attitude no group can be a Muslim group, 
and before organizing its system of life on this principle no society can be a Muslim society. 
The reason for this is that the first principle on which Islam is based, that is “La ilaha illa 
Allah, Muhammadan Rasul Allah”, is not established in respect to both its parts...” 

Qutub repeats these facts until they become clear to us with all their aspects, so that they permeate 
everything in our lives. It is therefore strange when some people claim that Qutub never faced 
the general masses of people and exposed their reality, that they are in fact not Muslims. Even in 
the above paragraph, as well as throughout his writings, it is very clear that he states that if people 
decide not to worship Allah in the complete way, then they are not Muslims. So a society becomes 
Muslim only when they are based on this faith and not only perform their rituals but also put 
into practice the entirety of Islamic legislation in every aspect of their lives. This, Qutub has made 
abundantly clear for us, may Allah have mercy on him. 

Thereafter he talks about the steps that have to be taken to establish this Muslim society: 

“It is necessary, therefore, before thinking of establishing the Islamic social system and 
organizing a Muslim community, that one should give attention to purifying the hearts of 
people from the worship of anyone other than Allah, in the way we have described above” 

This is the first step; it is not enough for people to pretend to be Muslims, or have the external 
appearance of being Muslims. Their very inner selves, their consciences must stop worshiping 
anyone but Allah, and they have to know the meaning of associating partners with Allah and the 
meaning of the Uniqueness, Greatness and Sovereignty of Allah. In essence they must truly know 
the meaning of “there is no deity except Allah,” and they must stop worshiping anyone but Allah. 

Then second step is:  
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“Only those whose hearts are so purified will come together to make a group...” 

Thus it is not enough to have the faith in their hearts; the Muslims have to gather and organize 
in a group. Finally, the third step is to put this faith into real practice, in a live community: 

“...and only such a group of people, whose beliefs and concepts, whose devotional acts and 
laws, are completely free of servitude to anyone other than Allah can start a Muslim 
community.” 

So we must emphasize the first step: the consciences of people must abandon the worship of 
anyone but Allah. Which means that we–who want to be Muslims-have to purify our consciences 
from the obvious and hidden forms of associating partners with Allah. Associating partners with 
Allah is not only restricted to the false belief that there are others who partner with Allah in 
creating or managing the universe. Associating partners with Allah can be in any of the qualities 
or authorities of Allah, for example, believing that sustenance, livelihood, harm and benefit, life 
and death, right to legislate are in the hands of others. 

So to summarize, establishing a Muslim society has three steps: 

Firstly: the consciences of individuals have to stop worshiping anyone but Allah. 

Secondly: Those individuals, whose consciences stopped worshiping anyone but Allah, have to 
organize as a Muslim group. 

Thirdly, we can complete what Qutub said: 

“...and only such a group of people, whose beliefs and concepts, whose devotional acts and 
laws, are completely free of servitude to anyone other than Allah can start a Muslim 
community. Anyone who wants to live an Islamic life will automatically enter into this 
community, and his belief, his acts of worship and the laws which he follows, will also be 
purified for Allah alone. In other words, he will be an embodiment of ‘La ilaha illa Allah, 
Muhammad Rasul Allah..’ “ 

It’s clear that Qutub-may Allah have mercy on him- always repeats “la ilaha illa Allah” and its 
requirements, and when any of its requirements come, he links it with “la ilaha illa Allah” to 
make this issue deep and vivid in the individuals who are establishing the Muslim group. 

To re-emphasize, the Muslim group that wants to re-establish the Muslim society must stop 
worshiping anyone but Allah. Once a group is organized on this principle, then the Muslim 
society will emerge as the number of individuals increase through continual upbringing and 
discipline that trains people to truly put into practice the belief in “there is no deity except Allah 
and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.” 

This is how the first Muslim group was established, which matured into the first Muslim society, 
and this is how any Muslim group and any Muslim society should be established. And any other 
methodology will never succeed in establishing a real Muslim society. 

The failed Afgani Islamic movement is a good example to study. The outward banner that was 
raised during the movement was that of establishing an Islamic state, but little attention was 
given to purifying the souls of the members, and establishing them individually toward the 
exclusive worship of Allah (swt). Many of them were holding amulets, supplicating to the 
scholars, and abiding by laws from their own customs or any other source, except from Allah as 
they should have been. This is why they have failed and indeed failure will be the result of any 
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movement that does not follow the precise methodology of the Messenger of Allah (sas): a 
movement that is based on individuals who’s consciences have sincerely submitted to Allah, 
who’s souls have completely devoted to worshiping Allah comprehensively, in all of its spiritual 
and practical aspects of their lives. Only when such people gather and organize to make a group 
dedicated to the great Truth of “there is no divinity except Allah,” and make their life based on 
the light of this truth, and only then will the Muslim society be established, grow, and flourish 
until Allah (swt) is pleased and agrees to give this society power so it can be a state and country. 
In Qutub’s words: 

“A Muslim community can come into existence only when individuals and groups of people 
reject servitude to anyone except Allah-in addition to Him or exclusively-and come into 
submission to Allah, Who has no associates.” 

This transformation must be deeply rooted in the hearts, and not just a superficial show of 
numbers. The transformation is also not achieved by a mere uprising or revolt against society as 
is done for nationalistic or personal reasons. Transformations that are based on adoption of new 
fundamental beliefs must be deeply rooted and embraced by individuals that organize and 
eventually become a society. Therefore a community can not be considered until its individuals 
collectively transform to complete submission to Allah exclusively, and they decide to establish 
their lives upon the basis of this submission. Only then will there be a birth of a new society that 
is transformed from an old pagan society with new fundamental beliefs and a new system of life, 
where it will become a living example of the fundamental Islamic methodology of life “there is 
no deity except Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.” 

Qutub continues: 

“The old jahili society may become submerged into the new Islamic society or it may not, and 
it may make peace with the Muslim society or may fight it. However, history tells us that the 
jahili society chooses to fight and not to make peace, attacking the vanguard of Islam at its 
very inception, whether it be a few individuals or whether it be groups, and even after this 
vanguard has become a well-established community. From Noah to Muhammad –peace be on 
them- without exception, this has been the course of events throughout Islamic history.” 

These words, even if jahilliya knows them, will not further increase their enmity towards Islam, 
as they are always keen in their enmity towards Islam, and they are ready to strike at any 
manifestation of this great Religion until it has no existence, or at least is not practiced as a 
complete system. This is the reality that we have to know well, and we must proclaim: “there is 
no truce between us, because our ideologies can never ever meet and find common ground, and 
the war between us is that of life or death; it will be either we or you who will be successful in 
this life, and we want to die for the sake of Allah!” 

Qutub further comments: 

“It is clear, then, that a Muslim community cannot be formed or continue to exist until it attains 
sufficient power to confront the existing jahili society…” 

This is a self-evident, as jahili society will not tolerate being undermined by a Muslim group that 
proclaims and advocates Islam. Therefore the Muslim group must be armed with all types of 
power, and the types of power are not just, as people think, material or physical power, rather 
power that is most important, significant and which must be established first: 
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“...the power of belief and concept, the power of training and moral character, the power to 
organize and sustain a community, and such physical power as is necessary, if not to dominate, 
at least to hold itself against the onslaught of the jahili society.” 

The Muslims must also arm themselves with the knowledge and understanding of the 
treacherous tactics of jahilliya, their motivations, and methods of attack which may change day 
by day. 

The Muslims must also try to distinguish themselves in the eyes of jahilliya, in all fields including 
social, academic, and professional fields, by means of course that would never contradict their 
faith and morals. They must be armed with pride and honor that will be respected by jahilliya. 
This distinction among society was clear in the choice of Allah for those who were to become His 
Messengers, as individuals such as Musa, and Isa, and Muhammad, may Allah’s peace be on 
them all, were all held in high esteem among their people even before becoming Messengers and 
calling the people to Islam. 

We should not ignore this aspect of life, and we should seek to distinguish ourselves as much as 
possible with scientific, professional, academic and social distinction, as these qualities will be 
admired by society. Jahili society does value excellence in these fields, and increases the chances 
that the one with these qualities will be listened to and have influence. Thus the Muslim group 
should not forget these issues, and try their best to excel in these, not for the material value or 
admiration, but as a means that will facilitate our mission. In fact, these social and professional 
distinctions are not valued greatly among ourselves, but rather they are used to arm ourselves 
when facing jahilliya. Surely, the level of faith and devotion are the determinants of rank and 
honor in the Muslim group, but in jahili society, these are replaced with material wealth, power 
and distinction. So we should not cripple ourselves, and lose opportunities of making people 
listen to us because we do not have enough material distinction and social status in jahili society. 
Of course, these material distinctions which are so prized by jahilliya must not be given great 
weight among us, as Allah (swt) reminds us: 

]١٣: الحجرات﴾ [ ا�ْتَقاُكمْ  الل�هِ  ِعْندَ  ا�ْكَرَمُكمْ  إِن� ﴿   

“The noblest of you with Allah is the most dutiful of you” (Surah Al-Hujurat 49:13) 

We should always remember that there might be one of our brothers among us working as a 
simple worker or a sweeper, but according to the evaluation inside the group, he might be better 
than all the others because he is the most dutiful toward Allah (swt). So these material qualities 
so valued by jahilliya have no real value inside the group. Nevertheless, we should value these 
material qualities only in the sense that they will help us face jahili society and defeat them. 

We also must be very organized and plan our efforts so that we are not overtaken by jahilliya. 
We also must be alert and take precautions against their deceptions and falling into their traps. 
Jahilliya is clever and is sometimes able to subdue Muslim groups by making the Muslims 
actually work for their own ends. So we should be at the highest level of planning and readiness 
in order not to be deceived, subdued or surprised. 

All of these means of power are essential to be stronger than the prevalent jahili society, in order 
that we may establish a new Muslim society over its rubble. 
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The methodology of Islam in confronting the Jahili society 
The third subject is the attitude of the Muslim and the Muslim group compared to other societies 
on the face of the earth. 

Since we just mentioned that the new Muslim society should defeat the jahili society and be 
armed with all the types of power, thus we should know what jahili society is, and how Islam 
should face jahilliya. A straightforward definition is offered by Qutub: 

“The jahili society is any society other than the Muslim society.” 

It is a clear definition. To expand, we can define the Muslim society as a society which 
demonstrates submission to Allah in the aspects of beliefs, rituals and legislation. So any society 
that does not adhere to these beliefs is a jahili society, and we should not argue anymore about 
this issue. In Qutub’s words: 

“And if we want a more specific definition, we may say that any society is a jahili society 
which does not dedicate itself to submission to Allah alone, in its beliefs and ideas, in its 
observances of worship, and in its legal regulations. According to this definition, all the 
societies existing in the world today are jahili.” 

This is a strict judgment on jahilliya, with no room for compromise or leniency. There is no doubt 
that what gets jahilliya so angry with Qutub – may Allah have mercy on him- is this strict 
judgment. He indeed proclaimed that all the current societies on earth are jahili, including the 
eastern communist block, western capitalist democracies dominated by Jews and Christians, and 
eastern pagan societies, and as well as all of the societies which pretend to be Muslim. He declared 
there is no established Islam or Muslim society on the earth and all humanity on the earth is 
submerged in jahilliya. 

Its clear why the eastern communist society is a jahili society because it does not even admit or 
believe in Allah, and surely refuses the faith of “there is no deity except Allah.” Rather, they only 
acknowledge the life that is material and deny any deity. This society does not dedicate any 
rituals to Allah because they not believe in Allah. They deform mankind and strip humanity of 
any dignity, as they consider a human being just like an animal which is only concerned about 
food, drink and sex. So this society is really at the bottom of all the jahili societies. 

Pagan societies are not much different although they take some sort of divinity, and they are 
scattered everywhere on the earth: in India, Japan, the Philippines and Africa. Everything in these 
society is wrong; their belief and their rituals for their fake gods, whether it is the sun, moon, tribe 
or leader. So they take their rituals and way of life from the leader of the tribe. 

As for the Jewish and Christian societies, it is well known that they consider their monks as lords 
rather than taking Allah (swt) as their only Lord. Some of them say that Uzair is the son of Allah 
and the others say that Jesus is the son of Allah, and they have a lot of traditions which they 
invented without being authorized by Allah. Therefore, it is clear that all of them are out of the 
circle of Islam. 

Finally, all the societies that pretend to be a Muslim are considered jahili even though they believe 
that Allah is only One, Muhammad is the Messenger, and the Quran is the Book of Allah, but in 
reality their rituals have a lot of distortions, such as those who believe in the supernatural powers 
of certain individuals or in shrines that have special properties, and those who believe that 
livelihood and death are not in the hands of Allah. However the clearest evidence against them 
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is that they do not take their legislation and way of life from Allah and worship Him alone, but 
they take their legislation and way of life from tyrants and are indeed worshiping them. All of 
this is considered polytheism which excludes people from Islam, so these societies that pretend 
to be a Muslim are also considered jahili. In Qutub’s words: 

“We classify them among jahili societies not because they believe in other deities besides 
Allah or because they direct their rituals of worship anyone other than Allah, but because their 
way of life is not based on submission to Allah alone. Although they believe In the Unity of 
Allah, still they have relegated the legislative attribute of Allah to others and submit to this 
authority, and from this authority they derive their systems, their traditions and customs, their 
laws, their values and standards, and almost every practice of life. Allah Most High says 
concerning rulers: 

 ] ٤٤: المائدة﴾ [ اْلَكافُِرونَ  ُهمُ  فَا�وَلِئكَ  الل�هُ  ا�ْنزَلَ  بَِما َيْحُكمْ  َلمْ  َوَمنْ ﴿ 

“Those who do not judge according to what Allah has revealed are unbelievers”  
(Surah Al-Ma’ida 5:44) 

And concerning the ruled, Allah (swt) has stated: 

 َويُرِيدُ  بِهِ  َيْكُفُروا ا�نْ  ا�ِمُروا َوَقدْ  الط�اُغوتِ  إَِلى َيَتَحاَكُموا ا�نْ  يُرِيُدونَ  َقْبلِكَ  ِمنْ  ا�ْنزِلَ  َوَما إَِلْيكَ  ا�ْنزِلَ  بَِما اآَمنُوا ا�ن�ُهمْ  َيزُْعُمونَ  ال�ِذينَ  إَِلى َترَ  ا�َلمْ ﴿ 

ْيَطانُ  إَِذا۞  َبِعيًدا َضَ��ً�� يُِضل�ُهمْ  ا�نْ  الش� إَِلى الل�هُ  ا�ْنزَلَ  َما إَِلى َتَعالَْوا َلُهمْ  ِقيلَ  َو ونَ  اْلُمَنافِِقينَ  َرا�ْيتَ  الر�ُسولِ  َو  فََكْيفَ ۞  ُدوًداصُ  َعْنكَ  َيُصد�

َمتْ  بَِما ُمِصيَبةٌ  ا�َصاَبْتُهمْ  إَِذا  قُلُوبِِهمْ  فِي َما الل�هُ  َيْعَلمُ  ال�ِذينَ  ا�وَلِئكَ ۞  َوتَْوفِيًقا إِْحَسانًا إِ��� ا�رَْدَنا إِنْ  بِالل�هِ  َيْحِلُفونَ  َجاءُوكَ  ثُم�  ا�ْيِديِهمْ  َقد�

 َجاءُوكَ  ا�ْنُفَسُهمْ  َظَلُموا إِذْ  ا�ن�ُهمْ  َوَلوْ  الل�هِ  بِٕاِْذنِ  لُِيَطاعَ  إِ��� رَُسولٍ  ِمنْ  ا�رَْسْلَنا َوَما۞  َبِليًغا قَْوً�� ا�ْنُفِسِهمْ  فِي لَُهمْ  َوقُلْ  َوِعْظُهمْ  َعْنُهمْ  َفا�ْعرِضْ 

اًبا الل�هَ  لََوَجُدوا الر�ُسولُ  َلُهمُ  َواْسَتْغَفرَ  الل�هَ  َفاْسَتْغَفُروا  فِي َيِجُدوا َ�� ثُم�  َبْيَنُهمْ  َشَجرَ  فِيَما يَُحك�ُموكَ  َحت�ى يُْؤِمنُونَ  َ�� َوَرب�كَ  فََ��۞  رَِحيًما تَو�

ا َحرًَجا ا�ْنُفِسِهمْ  ]٦٥-٦٠: النساء﴾ [ َتْسِليًما َويَُسل�ُموا قََضْيتَ  ِمم�  

“Have you not seen those who claim to believe in the Book which has been revealed to you and 
in the Books revealed before you, and yet desire to submit their disputes to the judgment of 
taghut (the satanic authorities who decide independently of the Law of Allah), whereas they 

had been asked to reject it. And satan seeks to make them drift far away from the right way. (60) 
And when it is said unto them: Come unto that which Allah hath revealed and unto the 

Messenger, thou sees the hypocrites turn from thee with aversion. (61) How shall it be when 
they suffer misfortunes for their own misdeeds? Then they will come to you swearing by Allah 

and saying: “We wish for nothing but good and amity.” (62) These are they of whom Allah 
knows what is in their hearts; therefore turn aside from them and admonish them, and speak to 

them effectual words concerning themselves. (63) (And tell them that) we never sent a 
Messenger but that he should be obeyed by the leave of Allah. If whenever they wronged 
themselves they had come to you praying to Allah for forgiveness, and had the Messenger 

prayed for their forgiveness, they would indeed have found Allah All-Forgiving, All-
Compassionate. (64) By your Lord, they will not be true believers until they seek your 

arbitration in their disputes and find within themselves no doubt about what you decide and 
accept it wholeheartedly (65)” (Surah An-Nisa 4:60-65)  

To continue what Qutub says: 
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“Before this, Allah accused the Jews and Christians of committing shirk, (association of other 
deities with Allah) and of unbelief, and of taking priests and rabbis as lords in addition to 
Allah, only because they had given certain rights and privileges to their priests and rabbis, 
which today those who call themselves ‘Muslims’ have given to some people among 
themselves. This action of the Jews and Christians was considered by Allah in the same 
category of shirk as that of the Christians’ declaring Jesus the son of Allah and worshiping 
him. The latter is a rebellion against the Oneness of Allah, while the former is a rebellion 
against His prescribed way of life and a denial of ‘There is no other deity except Allah.’ 

Among Muslim societies, some openly declare their ‘secularism’ and negate all their 
relationships with the Religion; some others pay respect to the Religion only with their 
mouths, but in their social life they have completely abandoned it. They say that they do not 
believe in the ‘Unseen’ and want to construct their social system on the basis of ‘science,’ as 
science and the Unseen are supposedly contradictory! This claim of theirs is mere ignorance, 
and only ignorant people can talk like this. [Refer to the discussion in Volume 7 of Fi-Zilal 
Quran in explanation of the verse: ‘He has the keys to the Unseen; no one knows it except 
Him.’] There are some other societies which have given the authority of legislation to others 
besides Allah; they make whatever laws they please and then say, ‘This is the Shari’ah of 
Allah.’ All these societies are the same in one respect, that none of them is based on submission 
to Allah alone. 

After explaining these facts, the position of Islam in relation to all these jahili societies can be 
described in one sentence: it considers all these societies un-Islamic and illegal. 

Islam does not look at the labels or titles which these societies have adopted; they all have one 
thing in common, and that is that their way of life is not based on complete submission to 
Allah alone. In this respect they share the same characteristic with a polytheistic society, the 
characteristic of jahilliya.” 

All jahili societies share the most fundamental characteristic that they do not believe in the 
Absolute Authority, Sovereignty and Supremacy of Allah (swt). The issue is this clear and 
straightforward. We firmly believe in this, and we are not obliged to persuade jahilliya of our 
ideas or our faith; rather we are just responsible to show the evidence. We just have to give the 
evidence to the people, and then it is up to them to believe or not, as Allah (swt) says: 

]٢٩: الكهف﴾ [ َفْلَيْكُفرْ  َشاءَ  َوَمنْ  َفْلُيْؤِمنْ  َشاءَ  َفَمنْ ﴿   

“…whoever wills, let him believe, and whoever wills, let him disbelieve” (Surah Al-Kahf 18:29) 

None of us should feel weak or that he is not on the right way just because people are not 
convinced of what he says, because what the people say is absolutely the wrong criteria in judging 
the Truth, as the Messenger of Allah (sas) told us: 

“I was shown the past nations. I saw a Messenger who had a very small group with him, another 
Messenger who was accompanied by only one or two men and some did not have even one.” 

So the authenticity of the Truth is not linked with the number of people who approve, or the 
number of people who are convinced. Rather the authenticity and value of what we stand for is 
directly linked to the Source, Allah Himself, the most High and most Knowledgeable. If you did 
what you were requested to do by Allah, then you should not care whether people believe or not. 
This is why I always say that we have no need to be producing excessive evidence and exerting 
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a lot of effort to convince the people, because we are not asked to do this. We just have to present 
them the Truth in a clear and simple way, with clear evidence, but not to engage in endless 
philosophical discussions, especially using their methodology, or engage in scholarly debates. 
We only have to show the Truth as it is stated in the Quran and by the Messenger of Allah, 
Muhammad (sas), and then we tell the people, as we are instructed in the Quran: 

]٢٩: الكهف﴾ [ َفْلَيْكُفرْ  َشاءَ  َوَمنْ  َفْلُيْؤِمنْ  َشاءَ  َفَمنْ ﴿   

 “Say: The Truth is from your Lord, then whoever wills, let him believe, and whoever wills, let 
him disbelieve...” (Surah Al-Kahf 18:29) 

]٩١: ا��ٔنعام﴾ [ َيْلَعُبونَ  َخْوِضِهمْ  فِي َذْرُهمْ  ثُم� ﴿   

 “...then leave them to play in their vain discussions.” (Surah Al-An'am 6:91) 

Jahili people will try to corner us by demanding detailed evidences and rationale framed by their 
own materialistic methodology which they call scientific. They will ask us to convince them, on 
their own terms, that the Islamic economic system or political system is better than their own. 
The believers should not respond to these challenges and arguments from their jahili framework, 
or else they will lose the way. We do not need anything from them, and in fact we are here to 
teach them and share with them great blessings. Then they can do whatever they want, 
responding positively, or opposing or even killing us. Our only responsibility is to deliver the 
Truth for the sake of Allah, then Allah will do whatever He wills with them. If He wills, He may 
give them power over you, and you will die as a martyr. Conversely, if He wills, He will save you 
from them without guiding them, or He will guide all of them, as the people of the Messenger of 
Allah Yunus. It is is not up to us to choose the result. Our job is only to teach and what happens 
as a result is not our business. Allah, Glorified and Exalted Be He, does what He wills. So we 
should not feel any pressure to make them feel content; we only have to offer them the Truth and 
teach. Let us remember how Allah (swt) consoled his Messenger (sas): 

] ٣: الشعراء﴾ [ ُمْؤِمِنينَ  َيُكونُوا ا���� َنْفَسكَ  َباِخعٌ  َلَعل�كَ ﴿   

“It may be that you (O Muhammad) are going to kill yourself with grief, that they do not 
become believers” (Surah Al-Shu’ara 26:3) 

إِنْ ﴿  َماءِ  فِي ُسل�ًما ا�وْ  اْ���رْضِ  فِي َنَفًقا َتْبَتِغيَ  ا�نْ  اْسَتَطْعتَ  فَٕاِنِ  مْ إِْعَراُضهُ  َعَلْيكَ  َكُبرَ  َكانَ  َو  َعَلى َلَجَمَعُهمْ  الل�هُ  َشاءَ  َوَلوْ  بِاآَيةٍ  َفَتأْتَِيُهمْ  الس�

]٣٦-٣٥: ا��ٔنعام﴾ [ َيْسَمُعونَ  ال�ِذينَ  َيْسَتِجيبُ  إِن�َما۞  اْلَجاِهِلينَ  ِمنَ  َتُكوَنن�  َفَ�� اْلُهَدى  

“If their aversion is hard for you, then if you were able to seek a tunnel in the earth or a ladder 
to the sky, so that they you may bring them a sign. And had Allah willed, He could have 

gathered them together on the true guidance, so be not you one of those who are Al-Jahiloun 
(the ignorant)” (Surah Al-An'am 6:35) 

We must feel proud and have full trust with the Truth from Allah (swt). In addition, we have to 
be compassionate and straight-forward with jahili people, perchance they may benefit from the 
Truth. 

The methodology of Islam in facing the reality of human life 
Finally, the fourth and the most important issue, as described by Qutub: 
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“We have now come to the last of the points mentioned in the beginning of this chapter, and 
that point concerns the method which Islam adopts - today, tomorrow or in the remote future-
in confronting actual human conditions. This method has been described in our discussion on 
the nature of the Muslim society, which is, in summary, that a Muslim society bases all its 
decisions on submission to Allah alone. 

After defining this nature, we can immediately answer the following question: What is the 
principle on which human life ought to be based: Allah’s Religion and its system of life, or 
some man-made system?” 

So the last issue deals with the question, “what is the method which Islam adopts in confronting 
actual human conditions,” or in other words, “what is the principle on which human life ought 
to be based?” 

We should remember that we are facing a community that succumbs to the tyrants who lord over 
the people, who dictate, enslave people, set all the regulations, provisions and laws, and 
determine values and morals. So what should we do in this situation? 

It is certainly true that modern societies do not receive their laws, regulations, way of life, and 
morality from Allah; rather they completely turn away from the path of Allah and are opposed. 
Does humanity really have the right to ordain their way of life and approach, set their laws and 
establish the facts of life? Is not humanity responsible for cherishing Allah and getting closer to 
Him, and as a manifestation of this devotion, to receive their laws pertaining to all affairs of their 
lives from Allah? 

Thus this is the real crucial question: “What is the principle on which human life ought to be 
based: Allah’s Religion and its system of life, or some man-made system?” Thus Qutub replies: 

“Islam answers this question in a clear cut and unambiguous manner: The only principle on 
which the totality of human life is to be based is Allah’s Religion and its system of life. If this 
principle is absent, the very first pillar of Islam - that is, bearing witness to- “La ilaha illa Allah, 
Muhammadar Rasul Allah”-will not be established nor its real influence felt. Unless this 
principle is accepted without any question and followed faithfully, the complete submission 
to Allah as taught by the Messenger of Allah - peace be on him - cannot be fulfilled. [As stated 
in the Quran:] 

]٧: الحشر﴾ [ َفاْنَتُهوا َعْنهُ  َهاُكمْ نَ  َوَما َفُخُذوهُ  الر�ُسولُ  اآَتاُكمُ  َوَما﴿   

“Whatever the Messenger gives you, accept it; whatever he forbids you, refrain from it.”  
(Surah Al-Hashr 59:7) 

If a community receives from Allah and His Messenger, worships Allah alone with no partner, 
and derives all aspects of life from the sayings and teachings of Muhammad (sas), then it is indeed 
an Islamic community, and we will be loyal to it, establishing good relations, and help each other 
in righteousness and piety. On the other hand, if the community is contrary to all the above 
requirements, it will not be acknowledged by Islam because it will be considered the same as the 
jahili community. 

So we proclaim that humanity must submit to the Religion of Allah, and establish its life based 
on the decrees of Allah. Indeed this is what is meant by worshiping Allah alone, in the way that 
Muhammad has taught us. This is the truth that emanates from the first pillar of Islam, that “there 
is no deity but Allah, and Muhammad is His Messenger.” 
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Allah (swt) first asks, then answers: 

] ١٤٠: البقرة﴾ [ الل�هُ  ا�مِ  ا�ْعَلمُ  ا�ا�ْنتُمْ ﴿   

 “Do you know better or does Allah?” (Surah Al-Baqara 2:140) 

].. ٢١٦: البقرة﴾ [ تَْعَلُمونَ  َ�� َوا�ْنتُمْ  َيْعَلمُ  َوالل�هُ ﴿   

 “Allah knows but you don’t know” (Surah Al-Baqara 2:216) 

]٨٥: ا�ٕ�سراء﴾ [ َقِليً�� إِ��� اْلِعْلمِ  ِمنَ  ا�وتِيتُمْ  َوَما﴿   

 “...And of knowledge, you have been given only a little.” (Surah Al-Isra 17:58) 

This is the true answer for that question; no one can say that he knows better than Allah (swt). 
He is the Omniscient, the All-Powerful, the All-Wise, the Most Merciful, the All-Strong, Sever in 
punishment; His creatures can never be like Him. There is nothing like Him; He is the Absolute 
Existence, depending on nothing for His existence, and all Perfection belongs only to Him. No 
one can compare to Allah. 

So if we are not capable of having absolute knowledge by ourselves, what should our absolute 
source of knowledge be? 

The Religion of Allah, with its all aspects, is the standard and that absolute source that can cure 
our ignorance. Allah (swt), Who knows, creates and gives provision, is the Sovereign, and His 
Religion, with all its aspects, is the source that we have to receive from and follow. 

On the contrary, human perceptions and notions are really guess-work, and the doctrines based 
on this guess-work are susceptible to decay and become corrupt. This should be no surprise, as 
guidance given by those who do not know, or have been given only a little in knowledge, can 
only lead to darkness. Is the guidance given by those who themselves are needy of guidance be 
the same as the guidance given by the One Who is All-Wise? Surely, the guidance of Allah is most 
perfect, as is stated in the Quran: 

َلتْ  ثُم�  اآَياتُهُ  ا�ْحِكَمتْ  ِكَتابٌ ﴿  ]١: هود[ ﴾ َخِبيرٍ  َحِكيمٍ  َلُدنْ  ِمنْ  فُص�  

“A book, the verses which are perfected, and then explained in detail from One, Who is All-
Wise, Well-Acquainted” (Surah Hud 11:1) 

The verses of Quran are not abstruse or complicated, but clear. Islam is an enduring, realistic and 
accurate Religion. It is defined by confessing that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. We are 
firstly obligated to follow the teachings of Muhammad, without engaging in juristic deduction. 
However, if there is something that his teachings do not explicitly deal with, we resort to the 
appropriate juristic deductions, again according to a specific methodology based on the Quran, 
and not to our own desires, as is stated in the Quran: 

وهُ  َشْيءٍ  فِي َتَنازَْعتُمْ  َفٕاِنْ ﴿  ]٥٩: النساء﴾ [ َوالر�ُسولِ  الل�هِ  إَِلى فَرُد�  

“And if you differ in anything between yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger”  
(Surah An-Nisa 4:59) 
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No one has the right to ordain or set the facts of Islam, and likewise, no one has the right to judge 
people according to his own desires, and say, “I am in the right, and others are lost.” Islam does 
not give people any room to consider their whims and desires; it is a clear Religion. It is not like 
the corrupted religion of the church that contains many fallacies, wrong beliefs, forged dogmas, 
complicated methods, and narrow-minded concepts. Also, Islam is not like Judaism that distorts 
the truth, and challenges Allah and His Messengers. Islam is an exact, pure, and clear Religion. If 
we follow the teachings of Islam, and make Islam the only source we receive knowledge and 
guidance to establish our lives, we will achieve the absolute good. Allah, Glorified and Exalted 
Be He, says: 

ْرنَا َوَلَقدْ ﴿  ْكرِ  اْلُقْراآنَ  َيس� ِكرٍ  ِمنْ  َفَهلْ  لِلذ� ]١٧: القمر﴾ [ ُمد�  

 “And We have indeed made the Quran easy to understand and remember; then is there any 
that will remember?” (Surah Al-Qamar 54:17) 

َ��لُ  إِ��� اْلَحق�  َبْعدَ  َفَماَذا﴿  ]٣٢: يونس﴾ [ الض�  

“So after the Truth, what else can there be, save error?” (Surah Yunus 10:32) 

The fundamental facts of Islam are very clear, so no one can say, “It is me who ordains, and people 
have to follow me.” Also, there is no way for anyone to say, “it is our opinion, and that is your 
opinion.” The fundamental Islamic concepts are established, clear, precise facts; these concepts 
are not subject to juristic deduction. We may have different opinions on issues left to 
jurisprudence, and some people may even be ignorant of some branches of the Islamic creed, 
however all of the fundamental concepts in the creed and obligations have been elaborated. 
Furthermore, it is not permitted to be ignorant of these fundamentals, and ignorance is never an 
excuse. In other words, although there can be differing opinions among Muslims on minor 
matters left to jurisprudence, and some Muslims may even not know specific details of the 
Religion, when it comes to the fundamental facts, concepts and obligations of Islam, holding to a 
contradictory opinion, or not knowing automatically excludes a person from Islam. If there is an 
established text, it will be the judgment that all have to follow, and there can be no opinions 
expressed. Only when there is no specific rulings on a particular issue in the Quran and the life 
example or sayings of the Messenger of Allah (Sunnah), then there is room for scholarly opinions 
and debate that are based on the Islamic methodology of jurisprudence. 

In Islam, we do not have free discretion to decide matters on our own; there is a Divinely revealed 
framework and fundamental principles that we are all obliged to follow, and each Muslim must 
know these fundamentals and their objectives. There are extra requirements on those who pass 
judgments and offer opinions on matters that are intentionally left to our judgment by Divine 
wisdom, and these requirements are well-known to the scholars, as they must abide by the 
general principles, and base their reasoning on consensus of previous scholars, public interest as 
defined in the Religion, and other principles of Islamic jurisprudence. It should be clear, even in 
the issues that Islamic law has not been clearly prescribed in the Quran and the Sunnah, the 
scholar is still obligated to abide by some rules and the general fundamental concepts. 
Furthermore, he does not have the right to judge alone, but rather he must participate in 
consensus-building and decision-making circles of qualified scholars, the procedural details of 
which are well established in Islam. Allah (swt) points to this methodology in the Quran: 

ْكرِ  ا�ْهلَ  َفاْسا�لُوا﴿  ]٣٤: النحل﴾ [ َتْعَلُمونَ  َ�� ْنتُمْ كُ  إِنْ  الذ�  
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“So ask of those who know the scripture, if you know not.” (Surah An-Nahl 16:43) 

To re-iterate, Absolute Authority to legislate belongs only to Allah (swt), and no one, whether a 
person or group, has the right to be dogmatic and declare his own judgments as law. The 
fundamental laws, rules and regulations, and framework are well defined and unambiguous, and 
for the Muslim there can be no further debate in these issues. For matters that are clearly left to 
jurisprudence, again by the guidelines established in Islam by Allah and His Messenger, various 
opinions and debate may be offered. However, those who have ill-intentions deliberately cloud 
these issues, and desire to pass legislation, and further claim that these rulings are from Allah! 
They only invent a lie against Allah (swt). 

When properly applied, Islam never gives a chance to the unfortunate situation that plagued 
Europe when it was brutally oppressed by the Church which had declared itself an incontestable 
theocracy, having absolute Divine right. What the Church in fact did was to rule by their own 
desires, pretending to be the agent of Allah, ordaining and forbidding in His name, and the 
common people had to obey and never question. 

Islam never gives any person or group of people the absolute right to ordain or forbid, and this 
right is exclusively reserved for Allah (swt). Allah’s commands and decrees can only be found in 
the holy Quran and Sunnah, and there can be no other fundamental sources. It is forbidden to 
say what you know not, or disobey the orders of Allah and His Messenger, or disregard the 
fundamental concepts and rules clearly stated in the Quran and the Sunnah of the Messenger of 
Allah (sas). 

The argument of “Islam is for the living reality” is often misused as Qutub says: 

“ ‘Al-din lil-waq’i ‘ (‘the Religion is for the living reality’) is a statement which is quite 
misunderstood and which is being used in a wrong sense. Certainly this Religion is for living, 
but for what kind of life?” 

Islam, the Religion of Allah, has not come to serve the existing situation and adapt to it, but rather, 
Islam has come to change and rectify the current reality by its decrees and commands. In Qutub’s 
words: 

“This Religion is for a life which is based on its principles, which is developed according to 
its methods. This life is completely harmonious with human nature and satisfies all human 
needs, needs which are determined only by the One Who creates and Who knows His creatures 
(as Allah says in the Quran): 

]١٤: الملك﴾ [ اْلَخِبيرُ  الل�ِطيفُ  َوُهوَ  َخَلقَ  َمنْ  ْعَلمُ يَ  ا�َ��﴿   

“Does He Who created not know His creatures? He is the All-Subtle, the All-Aware.”  
(Surah Al-Mulk 67:14) 

It is not the function of Religion to provide justification to whatever kind of life someone is 
leading and to bring an authority which he can use to justify his actions. Religion is to be a 
criterion, to approve what is good and to discard what is evil. If the whole system of life is 
against the Religion, then its function is to abolish this system and to construct a new one. 
This is the meaning, according to Islam, of the saying ‘Religion is for living reality;’ one ought 
to understand this with its correct meaning.” 
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Nowadays, certain scholars and movements, that act as if that they are Muslims, want to re-
formulate Islam, according to their own desires, trying to make it agree with the current reality. 
They try to justify the corruption of their societies, their laws, habits and traditions, trying to make 
it seem that they are committed to Islam and the commands of Allah. Even some scholars, such 
as Muhammad Al-Ghazaly, Muhammad Metwaly El-Sharawy, Yousef El-Qaradawy and Dr. Al-
Nagar, in their meetings at Al-Azhar, have concluded that the government and the laws agree 
with the commands of Allah. They testify that this community, including the government and 
the public, never reject the commands of Allah. In addition, Al-Azhar scholars, headed by the 
grand Imam of Al-Azhar, have stated that the state constitution is in fact Islamic; they have 
alleged that it agrees 95% with the Islamic laws, and only a mere 5% may be contradictory. 

In fact, even if a constitution stipulates laws that are 100% in concordance with Islam, but it does 
not acknowledge full submission to Allah, then it should not be considered an Islamic 
constitution. We have to accept the laws of Allah because they come from Allah and we submit 
to His Authority, not because the government has any real authority, and has chosen to adopt 
Islamic laws. 

It is most strange that our society is considered as Muslim, despite all these vices, omissions, and 
transgressions against Islam. There is the most deceptive pretension that Islam is present and this 
makes the society righteous. The reality however is that the so called scholars sometimes actually 
lead the people completely away from Islam. In one example of such foolishness and fallacy, one 
of the so-called scholars, in his visit to a girls’ school, was asked about the face-covering veil, and 
then he answered that the woman who covers her face is a disbeliever (!) because she changes the 
commands of Allah! His justification for his answer is that the jurists have stated that a woman’s 
face is not considered a part that must absolutely be covered according to the sharia’ah (termed 
awrah), so if a woman covers her face, she will be a disbeliever (by his twisted logic)! He added 
that a bearded man is also a disbeliever (!) because he grows his beard, because he supposedly 
would then be sympathizing with terrorists and extremists, disobeying those who are in the 
authority who seek the peace of the community. In addition, when he was asked about women 
wearing trousers, he answered, “no problem at all.” These so-called scholars are actually trying 
to uproot all elements of Islam from the people. When Al-Qaradawy was asked about the 
unveiled woman, if her prayer is accepted, he answered that it is accepted as long as she is 
wearing the veil while praying. These are few examples of how they distort aspects of Islam in 
order to make it agreeable with their corrupted reality. 

They pretend that Islam has come to justify their corruption, but Islam has in fact come to amend 
the community, accepting what is right, and dismissing what is wrong. When needed, Islam may 
even dismiss the whole community, and create a whole new order according to its standards. 

Qutub continues: 

“The question may be asked, ‘Is not the good of mankind the criterion for solving actual 
problems?’ But again we will raise the question which Islam raises itself, and which it answers; 
that is,  

]١٤٠: البقرة[ ؟﴾ الل�هُ  ا�مِ  ا�ْعَلمُ  ا�ا�ْنتُمْ ﴿   

 “Do you know better, or Allah?” (Surah Al-Baqara 2:140) 

and,  
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]٢١٦: البقرة[ !﴾ ونَ تَْعَلمُ  َ�� َوا�ْنتُمْ  َيْعَلمُ  َوالل�هُ ﴿    

“Allah knows, and you do not know.” (Surah Al-Baqara 2: 216)” 

If Allah (swt) had not set His rules, we may have had the right to ask that question, and set our 
own rules that we determined to be suitable for our interests. 

Nevertheless the Quran has been sent down as the source of Islamic laws. Therefore, mankind, 
who acknowledges the existence of Allah, can not then ask, “Do we not know what is in our best 
interest?” The obvious reply is that Allah knows and we do not know. It is odd that people seek 
the rulings of other men just like themselves, and they leave Allah Who is the eternal owner of 
Sovereignty, and He is the Omniscient. That is an intentional and depraved act: humanity knows 
very well that Allah knows what is in their best interests and Allah has set His ordained way to 
guide mankind, but some deviously refuse what Allah has ordained, saying, “let us create our 
own way.” The deviant masses who find this pleasing then agree to follow their own lusts, as 
their leaders take advantage and twist the saying of the Messenger of Allah (sas), “you know best 
your life affairs;” they misapply these words, ignore the fundamental concepts of Islam, and 
provide themselves an excuse to usurp the authority of Allah for themselves. Thus Qutub 
comments: 

“The good of mankind is inherent in the Divine Laws sent down by Allah to the Messenger- 
peace be on him-which have come to us through his life. If at any time men think that their 
good is in going against what Allah has legislated, then first of all, they are deluded in their 
thinking. [As Allah (swt) says in the Quran:] 

ْنَسانِ  ا�مْ ۞  اْلُهَدى َرب�ِهمُ  ِمنْ  َجاَءُهمْ  َوَلَقدْ  اْ���ْنُفسُ  َتْهَوى َوَما الظ�ن�  إِ��� َيت�ِبُعونَ  إِنْ ﴿  ﴾  ��وَلىَوا�ْ  اْ��آِخَرةُ  َفِلل�هِ ۞  تََمن�ى َما لِْ�ٕ�ِ  

]٢٥-٢٣: النجم[  

“they follow but speculation and their own desires, although guidance has come to them from 
their Sustainer. Or shall man have whatever he fancies? And to Allah belongs the first and the 

last.” (Surah An-Najm 53:23-25) “ 

Indeed man-kind is prone to error because human knowledge is based on perception and 
speculation, influenced by desires, tendency to imitate and reliance on instinct. In addition, 
human knowledge is a minuscule fraction of the knowledge of Allah (swt): 

ْنَيا اْلَحَياةِ  ِمنَ  َظاِهًرا َيْعَلُمونَ ﴿  ]٧: الروم﴾ [ الد�  

“They know only the outside appearance of the life of the world” (Surah Ar-Rum 30:7) 

Human knowledge is in reality superficial: we do not know or understand the essential nature of 
things. We can give descriptions and call it human knowledge, but really, we are unable to realize 
the essential nature of even the most basic phenomena. Until now, we do not know what an atom 
really is and how its properties come to manifest. Why does combining two Hydrogen atoms 
with one Oxygen produce water? We can not truly explain the inner workings of these 
phenomena. Thus human knowledge is very superficial, and really our knowledge is based on 
our best guess, which we term scientific theory. Even in the most objective of sciences, this 
conjecture is influenced by imitation, desires, and instincts. So that is what human knowledge is 
based on, and surely Allah had mercy on us and sent us the Divine Books and His Messengers to 
guide us to what is really in our best interests. It is most clear that reliance on pure human 
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knowledge will never lead us to what is in our best interest. Throughout history, we have 
witnessed how human life has gone astray, suffered, and decayed terribly, when societies have 
left the guidance of Allah. We have seen how when people turn back to Allah, they will be 
revived, just as the earth springs back to life after the death of winter, when rain falls. Only then, 
by the blessings of Allah will human life be healthy, wholesome and on the straight path. We 
only need to look at the historical example of the vulgar and backward Arabs before the dawn of 
Islam, and how they had became the masters of the world, demonstrating the cleanest, greatest, 
most generous, and just of societies when they embraced and established Islam. So if people think 
that there is no good in what Allah has ordained, they are completely wrong because reliance on 
pure human knowledge, with all its deficiencies, can never lead to a good outcome. Completing 
Qutub’s comment: 

“If at any time men think that their good is in going against what Allah has legislated, then 
first of all, they are deluded in their thinking... Second, they are unbelievers. It is not possible 
for a person to declare that in his opinion good lies in going against what Allah has legislated, 
and simultaneously be a follower of this Religion, or be considered its scholar, even for a 
single moment.” 

So the issue has two important aspects. First, if people rely on only themselves for knowledge, 
they will only be following conjectures, and they can never achieve good based on guess-work. 
Second, and more importantly, they would be considered as disbelievers in Allah, because they 
would be bold enough to say that they have more knowledge than Allah, Glorified and Exalted 
Be He. Therefore in conclusion, if people think that there is no good in what Allah has ordained, 
they can never achieve greatness, peace, prosperity and self-fulfillment in this life, and moreover, 
they will be in the greatest loss in the hereafter, as they would be disbelievers.  
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