


 

 

This book is among the literature of the Proclaimers of the Truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All rights are reserved to the Proclaimers of the Truth. 

 

 

Permission is granted to share the contents of this book, with correct 
source attribution and no alteration made to the content. 



 
Introduction ................................................................................................................................................. 1 

The story of the Makers of the Pit: Contemplations and lessons for the advocates of the True path
 ....................................................................................................................................................................... 1 

Superiority of the Faith when facing the force of tyrants ................................................................. 2 

Facing trials in the cause of the Truth is an established and continuous way of Allah ............... 3 

The glory of a Believer lies in being liberated from the enslavement to this life .......................... 3 

The corrupt innate nature of the tyrants and their followers ........................................................... 6 

The rise of the Believers’ souls to a pinnacle that honors mankind ................................................ 7 

How can we assess truths while being distanced from the short-lived earthly standards and 
measurements? ....................................................................................................................................... 8 

The first lesson: The true meaning of triumph ................................................................................... 9 

The second lesson: The field of the battle ......................................................................................... 16 

The third lesson: The reality of this life and the Hereafter ............................................................. 17 

The fourth lesson: The true ending of the battle .............................................................................. 18 

A comparison between two perspectives ......................................................................................... 18 

The nature of the call toward Allah and its various outcomes in regards to the Islamic advocate
 ..................................................................................................................................................................... 26 

The example of the Makers of the Pit was mandatory .................................................................... 27 

The true servitude to Allah ................................................................................................................. 27 

The true reward for a Believer ............................................................................................................ 28 

The Qur’anic upbringing and the teachings of the Messenger (sas) elevated the first generation 
of Muslims to a high pinnacle. Thus what is our duty? .................................................................. 29 

The sense of Allah’s predestination in the hearts of the Believers ................................................ 31 

When will we become the trustees and guardians of the Truth? .................................................. 32 

This is the only way in which Allah will grant His promised victory to the Believers .............. 33 

The reality of the battle between the Believers and their adversaries: “And they resented them 
not except because they believed in Allah, the Exalted in Might, the Praiseworthy” .................... 35 

Beware, the enemies of Islam attempt to mask the reality of the battle ....................................... 36 

 





Shuruh – Commentaries and Explanations of Sayyid Qutub’s Milestones 

 

This is the Road 

Introduction 
We will now talk about the last chapter of the Milestones in which the Truth will be completely 
clarified. The previous milestones and chapters have illustrated a clear picture of the path of 
Islam, from its beginning to its end. After this long journey with this book, one should see 
everything with a new vision that completely differs to all that he used to see or feel before. As 
we have stated in the beginning, this book imposes on its reader to choose his standpoint and 
perspective on the matters that have been discussed and clarified. 

This final chapter embodies the fruit that results from one’s certainty and shows us the impact of 
the Islamic creed in our hearts when it elevates us to a level of insistence and steadfastness on the 
Truth, superiority, patience, endurance, as well as liberation from any fear, intimidation or 
temptation; all for the sake of Allah and the establishment of complete and exclusive servitude to 
Him as He is the One Who deserves Lordship, Divinity and Dominance. 

This final chapter is a summary of the whole Truth for which the human being should live. 
Perhaps the title, “This is the Road,” is an indication or a sign to the road of this Truth. Sayyid 
Qutub, a pioneer of the Truth that we believe in and adhere to, is directing us to this road with 
certainty, confidence and steadfastness. Indeed this is the road, and a pioneer does not lie to his 
people. Thus he has directed us to the True path after we have become certain of this Truth 
throughout the long presentations of the previous chapters. 

We have stated in the preceding chapters that the matters which Qutub wants to express are very 
clear in this book. Thus at first glance, one will sense that there could be no clarifications or 
explanations that can be added to the words of Mr. Qutub, for his thoughts and what he has 
written are explicitly clear. It is evident that he has put a tremendous effort in stating, clarifying 
and enlightening us with the Truth. Nevertheless, after reading the words of Qutub multiple 
times, one will find that there may be some finer points that require further contemplation and 
elaboration. As we present this final chapter, we ask Allah (swt) to grant us the ability to present 
and clarify the Truth that the author of this book wants to convey. 

The story of the Makers of the Pit: Contemplations and 
lessons for the advocates of the True path 
This chapter begins with verses from the Quranic chapter of Al-Buruj, “The Constellations;” a 
chapter which presents the story of the people of the pit and the fire that was kindled in order to 
burn the Muslims. Those Muslims were not guilty of anything other than the fact that they had 
believed in Allah, the All-Powerful and All-Praiseworthy. This chapter portrays the incident that 
happened to those Muslims and how they remained firm and steadfast in the face of that 
affliction. It shows the fate of those who torture the Believing men and women and the one of 
those who remain steadfast on the Truth. It also shows that Allah the Almighty does not leave 
the Believers without reward for their faith, nor does He allow for those who are unjust to escape 
from His severe vengeance. It is He, the Almighty, Who originates and repeats, and He is the 
Forgiving, the Loving. 
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َماءِ : ﴿ الرحيم الرحمن الله بسم  َذاتِ  الن�ارِ ۞  اْ���ْخُدودِ  ا�ْصَحابُ  قُتِلَ ۞  َوَمْشُهودٍ  َوَشاِهدٍ ۞  اْلَموُْعودِ  َواْلَيْومِ ۞  اْلُبُروجِ  َذاتِ  َوالس�

 َلهُ  ال�ِذي۞  اْلَحِميدِ  اْلَعزِيزِ  بِالل�هِ  يُْؤِمنُوا ا�نْ  إِ��� ِمْنُهمْ  َنَقُموا َوَما۞  ُشُهودٌ  بِاْلُمْؤِمِنينَ  َيْفَعلُونَ  َما َعَلى َوُهمْ ۞  قُُعودٌ  َعَلْيَها ُهمْ  إِذْ ۞  اْلَوقُودِ 

َماَواتِ  ُمْلكُ   َعَذابُ  َوَلُهمْ  َجَهن�مَ  َعَذابُ  َفَلُهمْ  َيتُوبُوا َلمْ  ثُم�  َواْلُمْؤِمَناتِ  اْلُمْؤِمِنينَ  َفَتنُوا ال�ِذينَ  إِن� ۞  َشِهيدٌ  َشْيءٍ  ُكل�  َعَلى َوالل�هُ  َواْ���ْرضِ  الس�

الَِحاتِ  وََعِملُوا اآَمنُوا ال�ِذينَ  إِن� ۞  اْلَحرِيقِ   ُهوَ  إِن�هُ ۞  َلَشِديدٌ  َرب�كَ  َبْطشَ  إِن� ۞  اْلَكِبيرُ  اْلَفْوزُ  َذلِكَ  اْ���ْنَهارُ  َتْحِتَها ِمنْ  تَْجرِي َجن�اتٌ  َلُهمْ  الص�

الٌ ۞  اْلَمِجيدُ  اْلَعرْشِ  ُذو۞  اْلَوُدودُ  اْلَغُفورُ  َوُهوَ ۞  َويُِعيدُ  يُْبِدئُ  ]١٦-١: البروج﴾ [ يُرِيدُ  لَِما َفع�  

“By the heaven with its constellations. And by the Promised Day. And by the witness and the 
witnessed. Doomed were the makers of the pit. Fire supplied abundantly with fuel. As they sat 

by it, and watched what they were doing to the Believers. They had nothing against them, 
except that they believed in Allah, the All-Mighty, Worthy of all Praise! He to Whom belongs 

the dominion of the heaven and the earth, And Allah is Witness over everything. Indeed, those 
who have tortured the believing men and believing women and then have not repented will 
have the punishment of Hell, and they will have the punishment of the Burning Fire. As for 

those who have believed and did righteous deeds, for them will be gardens with rivers flowing 
beneath, and that is the great triumph. Indeed, the vengeance of your Lord is severe.  It is He 

Who originates and repeats. And He is the Forgiving, the Affectionate. The Lord of the Glorious 
Throne. Effector of what He wills” (Surah Al-Buruj 85:1-16) 

Qutub thus begins the chapter: “The story of the Makers of the Pit as told in the chapter, “Al-
Buruj” (The Constellations), requires deep thought by any of the Believers who call to Allah 
in any time and place they belong. The story, with its introduction, description, annotations 
and directives as related in the Qur’an, draws deep lines in our understanding of the nature of 
the call toward Allah, the role of human beings in this call, and its possible outcomes in a 
scope whose vastness is greater than the earth and beyond the extent of the life of this world...” 

Superiority of the Faith when facing the force of tyrants 
One must ponder on the verses of the chapter of “Al-Buruj” and try to envision this appalling 
scene; the one where the Believers are herded - men, women, children and youth - to burn in the 
fire, and the wretched makers of the pit stand to relish this scene. When one contemplates on this 
incident that took place, he will see how the Muslims were patient and how they felt superior in 
their faith. One will also understand the fate of the Believers in comparison to the one of those 
tyrants despite it not being mentioned in the Quran. There is no doubt that one will be amazed 
when he contemplates on this painful scene which exceeds all imagination: a scene where 
trenches were dug, and fire was kindled, and the Muslims were dragged to those trenches while 
being tied in ropes; yet they remained steadfast and patient, neither compromising nor feeling 
defeated, their young and elderly all dying in that fire while insisting on this Truth and Religion. 
There is no doubt that it is a scene which plants in the heart of every Believer a deep sorrow and 
strong sympathy. Nonetheless, it also shows the Believers the greatness of the faith which the 
Islamic creed establishes in the hearts of those who are sincere when seeking Allah, Exalted is He. 

As Qutub says, the story of the makers of the pit that was narrated in that valuable chapter “draws 
deep lines in our understanding of the nature of the call toward Allah, the role of human 
beings in this call, and its possible outcomes in a scope whose vastness is greater than the earth 
and beyond the extent of the life of this world. The Quran, through this story, draws for the 
Believers the milestones of the road and prepares them to face any of the possibilities brought 
forth by the predestined fate according to Allah’s hidden wisdom embedded in the unseen.” 
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“This is the story of a group of people who believed in their Lord and openly proclaimed their 
true belief, who then encountered persecution from tyrannical and oppressive enemies who 
were bent upon denying the right of a human being to believe in the Truth (Haq), and believe 
in the All-Mighty, the All-Praiseworthy Allah. They intended to deprive man of that dignity 
which has been bestowed upon him by Allah and without which he is reduced to a mere 
plaything in the hands of tyrants to be tortured and burned alive, and to provide entertainment 
to his tormentors as he cries in agony. But the faith in the hearts of the Believers raised them 
above all persecution. Belief triumphed over life. The threat of torture by oppressors and 
tyrants did not shake them, they never recanted from their belief while they burned in the fire 
until death.” 

Facing trials in the cause of the Truth is an established and 
continuous way of Allah 
There is no doubt that this is the story of man on this earth; facing trials in the cause of this Truth. 
When Allah created man, he created him to be His slave and made this world a home of trials 
and not one of rewards. Man ought to know that he is due to be tested in any form, from the 
easiest to the most difficult, so that those who are truthful will be distinguished from the liars, 
and the Believers from the hypocrites. This is the established way of Allah the Almighty as is 
stated in the Quran: 

].٢: العنكبوت﴾ [ يُْفَتنُونَ  َ�� َوُهمْ  اآَمن�ا َيُقولُوا ا�نْ  يُْتَرُكوا ا�نْ  الن�اسُ  ا�َحِسَب ﴿   

“Do people think they will be left alone by saying, ‘We believe,’ and they will not be tested?” 
(Surah Al-Ankabut 29:2) 

The story of the makers of the pit represents the pinnacle of trials and the pinnacle of faith. The 
Believers were herded and they all rose to the level of overcoming trials and afflictions. 
Thereafter, the Islamic core belief triumphed over life, the love for life, fear, and anything that can 
weaken a person in the face of threats or even in the face of a burning fire. There is no doubt that 
it represents the pinnacle of elevation and victory, just as it represents the extreme depravity of 
torture and oppression. 

Thus this is the story of mankind. It is imperative that man understands that he was not merely 
created to enjoy the pleasures on this earth, nor was he created to settle and live eternally on 
earth. Rather, he was created to be tested, and due reward will follow this test and its results. 

The glory of a Believer lies in being liberated from the enslavement to 
this life 
Qutub remarks: “Those hearts were liberated from being enslaved to this life. They were not 
discouraged by the love of remaining on earth as they were facing their deaths in that dreadful 
manner. They freed themselves from the shackles of this earth and all its attractions, 
overcoming their egos as their creed triumphed over life itself.” 

Those hearts were “liberated from being enslaved to this life.” Thus what is the enslavement to 
this life? What does it mean? 

There is no doubt that life is filled with all that man loves, desires, hopes for and wishes to live 
for. Being enslaved to life does not only mean fearing death and wanting to remain alive. Rather, 
it means an enslavement to all the pleasures, attractions and temptations in life as well as the 
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various human desires. Man is surrounded by a large network of wishes and desires that 
continuously urge him to seek and attain them. He strives day and night to fulfill these desires 
and wishes; whether they are obtaining wealth, power, authority, a high status, lusts, spouses, 
offspring, land, an eternal remembrance of his name, and so forth. Thus life is filled with many 
desires which enslave a heedless soul and lead him to stray from servitude to his true Master, 
Owner and Lord, Allah the Almighty. 

The Messenger of Allah (sas) said: “Wretched is the slave of the Dinar…wretched is the slave of 
the Dirham…wretched is the slave of velvet…wretched is the slave of the Khamisah [a striped 
silk cloak].” 

Humans tend to enslave themselves to something in life which can then hinder them from the 
path of Allah (swt). Being enslaved to one issue in life is sufficient to lead one astray and prevent 
him from accepting the call of Allah (swt). One might change his faith for the sake of a woman. 
He might degrade and humiliate himself for the sake of money; in fact, he might sacrifice his own 
dignity in order to obtain wealth or a high status. Many men have knowingly allowed for a large 
number of tyrants to debase and belittle them in order to obtain a high status. These are all forms 
of worship and enslavement to life. 

We must be aware of the possibility of one being affected when facing life’s temptations, as they 
are capable of enslaving man to one or several aspects of life. Man may abandon the path of the 
Truth due to his fear for his wife and children. He may wonder: How can I enter prison? How 
can I be detained? How can I die? Who will provide for my family? Who will take care of them? 
These thoughts can lead one to fail in the path of the Truth as many others have failed in the past. 
They chose their families, freedom and dignity over their beliefs. There are many factors which 
can deter mankind from the True path, in addition to Satan leading them to believe that their 
rationalization is only logical and natural. For example, one might rationalize and declare: ‘How 
can I leave my children and allow for them to starve? Does Islam even permit for one to do this? 
I am able to call people to Allah through a few written words and remain at home with my 
family.’ Essentially, a few written words do not suffice, but we have seen many who have these 
thoughts. It is also possible for one to abandon the Truth due to a few criticisms he receives, thus 
allowing for his ego and self-pride to lead him astray. 

Thus the enslavement to this life comes in many forms, and it takes an extensive period of time 
for one to become wholly enslaved to this life and earth. He may not even be aware of this 
regression, but it gradually increases as he endures life’s tribulations and hardships. Satan also 
has his way of leading one down a shallow slope and to an abyss. 

The hearts of the Muslims who faced and endured the fire in the pit were not enslaved to this life. 
Rather, they completely distanced themselves from it and threw it behind their backs. They only 
focused on one entity; Allah (swt). They saw that this fire would bring them closer to Allah, that 
it would end life’s hardships, trials and tribulations, and that it would lead them to the vastness 
of the Hereafter and the vastness of Allah’s approval. Thus it is as Qutub expressed it:  “They 
were not discouraged by the love of remaining on earth as they were facing their deaths in that 
dreadful manner.” 

There are many people who believe that putting up a defense and holding on to life is an end 
worthy in and of itself, and that Islam permits for those who are pressured or tortured to declare 
that they disbelieve in Islam. When put under pressure, such individuals rush to recant 
everything in order to remain alive and declare that they were forced to renounce their Religion. 
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However, the ultimate and encouraged approach in Islam is for one to insist on the Truth and 
sacrifice his life for the sake of his Religion and creed. Islam elevates its creed and core belief 
above all other matters in life.  Our lives, this entire earth, our dignity, as well as everything else 
lose all value in comparison to the Islamic core belief. Thus the ultimate goal of a Muslim must 
be to die for Islam rather than renouncing his beliefs when faced with trials. He must remain 
steadfast and patient until he dies in the cause of Allah (swt) instead of uttering words of disbelief, 
even if he only uttered those words without believing them in his heart. 

Satan comes to the Believer in moments of weakness and when he is undergoing torture in order 
to lead him to the state of disbelief. At such moments, Satan urges the Believer to give in to the 
torturers and declare what the tyrants want him to declare about Allah the Almighty, the Islamic 
creed, the path of Islam or the Islamic leadership. It is true that in Islam, a Believer is permitted 
to declare that he disbelieves in Islam if he is being tortured for Islam and reaches a stage where 
he is unable to tolerate the torture and pain. The condition is that the Believer must truly and 
earnestly still believe in Islam in his heart while declaring these words in order to bring an end 
to the punishments. Thus Satan urges a Believer to use this advantage in times of trials and pains. 
Nonetheless, this is not the better option for a Believer. It is the individual who dies for the sake 
of the Truth that has championed the Truth and supported Allah (swt). 

Thus the hearts that witnessed the fire were not discouraged by the love of remaining on earth as 
they were facing their deaths in that dreadful manner. There are a multitude of ways in which 
one can die, all being far quicker than burning in a fire. One can drown, be hanged or shot, and 
it would only take a few moments for his life to end. Fire, on the other hand, is a dreadful way to 
die. Hence there is no doubt that the Muslims in the story of the Makers of the Pit experienced a 
difficult and extreme pain. Despite that, they were able to free themselves and stand tall in the 
face of the fire. They remained steadfast, dying for the sake of Allah (swt) and the Truth. 

“They freed themselves from the shackles of this earth and all its attraction...” 

As the Messenger (sas) stated: “this world is a prison for the Believer and paradise for the 
disbeliever.” The Muslim is figuratively a “prisoner” in this world when one considers the reward 
awaiting him in the Hereafter; seeing the Face of Allah (swt), being in the company of the 
Messengers of Allah, the sincere Believers and the Muslim martyrs, living a carefree life devoid 
of hardship and toil as well as living through the Truth day and night. A Muslim will live in 
Paradise, praising Allah with every step and breath. 

There is no doubt that a Muslim is a prisoner when living on this earth; a prisoner in his 
temptations and weaknesses, his aches and hardships in order to make ends meet, as well as his 
fear of the tyrants. Thus when a Believer senses that there is a way to escape the confining shackles 
of this earth to the immense vastness of Allah’s eternal presence and the vastness of the true life, 
freedom and honor of the Hereafter; dying in a fire in a pit becomes his way to attaining freedom, 
glory and everlasting bliss. It is his way to meeting and seeing the Face of his Lord, Allah the 
Almighty. 

Thus freeing himself from the shackles of the earth and its attractions is the factor that enables 
the Believer to withstand pain and torture. Allah states in the Quran: 

إَِذا﴿  ]٢٠: ا�ٕ�نسان﴾ [ َكِبيًرا َوُمْلًكا نَِعيًما َرا�ْيتَ  ثَم�  َرا�ْيتَ  َو  

“And when you look there you will see pleasure and great dominion” (Surah Al-Insan 76:20) 
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A Muslim’s aim in life must be to reach that great dominion; the emotional, materialistic and 
spiritual dominion which entails blessings, luxuries and a beautiful life. When living on earth, 
humanity tires and strives to achieve minor things that they consider to be great dominions, such 
as buildings, clothes or a high status. These accomplishments, as well as every other matter which 
man can achieve in life have no value in comparison to one moment in the eternity of Paradise. 

The Believers who faced a trial in the story of the Makers of the Pit were truly freed. Their souls 
were freed from the shackles and attractions of the earth when they truly sensed those emotions. 
Their beliefs, emotions and outlook were not a temporary mindset that would merely aid them 
in getting through those hard times. Rather, they were realities that they truly believed in their 
hearts just as they saw it through their eyes. In the battle of Uhud, a companion of the Messenger 
(sas) declared: “I smell the fragrance of Paradise closer than Mount Uhud”. He really did smell 
the fragrance of Paradise, and he rushed to fight because he was freed from the shackles of this 
earth and all its attractions. 

“They overcame their egos as their creed triumphed over life” 

If one wishes to keep his dignity, there is no doubt that he must protect and hold on to his creed 
and not surrender to those who try to subjugate him to their desires and demands. If the Muslim 
strives to please Allah, persists on the true creed he believes in and sacrifices all that he owns for 
the sake of Allah and Islam, he will be elevated above all matters and his creed will triumph over 
life itself. 

“Those hearts were liberated from being enslaved to this life. They were not discouraged by 
the love of remaining on earth as they were facing their deaths in that dreadful manner. They 
freed themselves from the shackles of this earth and all its attractions, overcoming their egos 
as their creed triumphed over life itself.” 

They walked out from the prison of this life to the immense vastness and freedom of the afterlife. 
It is great for a Believer to have this mindset and goal in life, for it would simplify and ease all 
matters for him and make him a king on earth before moving to Paradise. This mindset would 
free him from all of the earthly powers and authorities, as well as all temptations, threats, and 
fear. This is because he is free regardless of his situation. He sees the end of his journey and the 
bliss that awaits him. 

The corrupt innate nature of the tyrants and their followers 
Qutub says: “In opposition to these believing, righteous, sublime and honorable souls were 
arrogant, evil, criminal and degraded masses. These masses sat by the pit of fire, watching as 
the Believers suffered and writhed in pain. They sat there enjoying the sight of the fire 
consuming the life and bodies of these noble souls being reduced to cinders and ashes. And 
when a young man or woman, a child or an old man among those righteous Believers was 
thrown into the fire, their vile pleasure would reach a new height, and shouts of joy would 
escape their lips at the sight of blood and torn limbs.” 

It is amazing to see how generations seem to inherit each other’s ways. This description brings 
Rome to memory and how the Romans enjoyed watching slaves battle each other or fight against 
wild animals. The Romans would applaud and clap the more the slaves and wild animals fought, 
the more their blood was shed and the more their limbs were torn from their bodies. They would 
then walk away from this horrifying scene with great pleasure and satisfaction. There is no doubt 
that those evil, arrogant and corrupt individuals are harsher and more insensitive than wild 
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animals, for those animals only kill to support and feed themselves and not to enjoy the suffering 
of their prey.   

Whether in the past or the present, tyranical criminals frequently torture Believers in prisons and 
enjoy seeing their pain and suffering. No doubt, this is a matter that repeats itself in history, and 
it is the result of mankind becoming distanced from Allah and straying from His Religion. In this 
situation, humanity’s innate nature becomes corrupt and they turn into arrogant, evil, criminal 
and degraded masses who take pleasure in the sight of blood, torture and suffering. 

This is in great contrast to those noble and superior Believers who withstood and triumphed over 
their egos – the Believers who elevated themselves above their weaknesses and above deviation 
and disbelief in order to become true worshipers of Allah (swt). 

Qutub further states: “This is the horrifying incident that showed how those tyrannous masses 
deteriorated and returned to the sludge and pits of depravity as they took pleasure in torturing 
others… depravity that has not even been reached by the most ferocious of beasts. A wild beast 
kills its prey for food, never to derive pleasure from tormenting it.” 

Qutub used the term ‘deteriorated’ to describe the state of those masses as it was in contrast to 
the standard that was intended for mankind. Mankind was created in a state of purity with a pure 
and uncorrupt innate nature. However, jahilliya takes extreme measures to degrade humanity to 
a level below that of animals. This incident portrays how those tyrannous masses degraded and 
descended to a low level. It was a direct result of jahilliya’s corruptive influence on human 
behavior. We see this now as well; in the way jahilliya degrades people’s true honor and dignity. 
A father sees his daughter walking around in indecent and revealing clothes and is not concerned. 
He hands her over to any young man to take as prey, using friendship, freedom, knowledge, or 
progression as justifications. He does this, failing to realize that this act directly affects his dignity 
and honor. We can see in this example how jahilliya has stripped men of their masculinity and 
sense of honor. A member of this jahilliya will willingly hand his daughter to any man and not 
see it as a problem. In fact, he sees this as the natural way of things. If a girl was to remain without 
associating with a boy for an extended period of time, she would be seen as unsocial and 
unnatural, and as one who lacks attractions. She will also be criticized by others for not bringing 
a boy home or going out with him. 

This is how jahilliya corrupts mankind. It is also how their innate nature deteriorates and becomes 
void of all values, thus turning into dirty and worthless animals. This is but one aspect of jahilliya. 
They are also degraded in every other aspect as well, including their denial of Allah’s Divinity, 
their rebellion against Him (swt) as well as every value and morality. 

The rise of the Believers’ souls to a pinnacle that honors mankind 
Qutub points out: “This incident is also the one in which the souls of the Believers rose, became 
liberated and moved to that esteemed pinnacle which honors mankind in every generation 
and age.” 

What is this pinnacle that those souls rose to? No doubt, it was their approach to the greatest and 
ultimate Truth, accompanied with a high sense of certainty, love and submission to Allah (swt). 
It is a pinnacle that is reached by one who interacts with this Truth, lives by it and insists on 
continuing to do so as long as he lives. Indeed, one will reach this high and esteemed pinnacle if 
he believes in and is certain of the Divine status of Allah (swt), longs with all his heart to see Allah 
and hear Him speak, and also longs to live in Paradise among the Messengers, Believers, Muslim 
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martyrs and righteous predecessors. This incident that exposed the depravity of those tyrants is 
also the one which demonstrated the great status, honor and dignity of the Believers.  Humanity 
can all become liberated and elevated to that esteemed pinnacle; the pinnacle that establishes 
man’s true honor and dignity. 

The existence of mankind began in Paradise when they lived as pure servants of Allah (swt), thus 
they must return to that purity once again.   

This incident as well as all other trials and tribulations that the Believers withstand with firmness 
and steadfastness elevate them to the pinnacle that honors humanity, as a few individuals who 
reach that pinnacle is an honor for all of mankind. A large number of people disbelieve in Allah 
and fall into the state of corruption and disobedience towards Allah (swt). 

إِنْ ﴿  ]١١٦: ا��ٔنعام﴾ [ الل�هِ  َسِبيلِ  َعنْ  يُِضل�وكَ  اْ���رْضِ  فِي َمنْ  ا�ْكَثرَ  تُِطعْ  َو   

“And if you obey most of those on earth they will mislead you from the path of Allah.”  
(Surah Al-An’am 6:116) 

]١٠٦: يوسف﴾ [ ُمْشرُِكونَ  َوُهمْ  إِ��� بِالل�هِ  ا�ْكَثُرُهمْ  يُْؤِمنُ  َوَما﴿   

“And most of them will not believe in Allah without associating others with Him”  
(Surah Yusuf 12:106) 

The Quran numerously mentions the minority of the Believers who show gratitude patience. 
Thus a group that reaches this pinnacle undeniably honors the rest of humanity. 

How can we assess truths while being distanced from the short-lived 
earthly standards and measurements? 
Qutub observes: “According to the earthly measurement, it seems that tyranny has triumphed 
over Faith. It seems that this Faith, despite reaching its zenith in the hearts of that righteous, 
noble, steadfast and superior group, had no weight or value in the battle that took place 
between tyranny and faith.” 

Yes, “according to the earthly measurement;” however, it was not intended for man to separate 
his perception of this reality from the grand universe that we exist in, for he will inevitably lose 
all value and deteriorate. According to the earthly measurement, it does seem that tyranny has 
triumphed over the Islamic faith. It seems that those large and corrupt masses who have deviated 
from the Truth have managed to get rid of the Believers without any consequences. 

Furthermore, Qutub states: “The accounts of this incident and the verses of the Qur’an do not 
mention that Allah punished those tyrants in this life for their crimes as He punished the 
people of Noah, the people of Hud, the people of Salih, the people of Shu’aib and the people 
of Lot’; or as He seized Pharaoh and his army with a seizure of One Exalted in Might, able to 
carry out His Will.” 

None of the historical accounts, the Quran or the sayings of the Messenger (sas) mention what 
happened after the Believers were killed. It seems that the torturers triumphed and managed to 
“escape justice” and live out their lives after their heinous crimes. Thus if one simply looked at 
this ending and measured this incident according to the earthly measurements and standards, it 
will no doubt seem tragic and pitiful. However, when one’s perception is not limited to the scope 
of this earth, and he does not see the end of the earthly life as the end of the journey, and 
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comprehends that the earth is but a small part of the bigger picture, this incident and its outcome 
will seem different in his eyes. 

In the eyes of a Muslim who connects this earth to the heavens and the skies, and who connects 
the past to the present and beyond, this incident is but a short chapter of a longer story. 

Qutub continues: “Thus according to the earthly measurements, the end was pitiful and tragic. 
Is this how the matter ended, with the group of Believers who rose to the pinnacle of Faith, 
vanishing in the pit of fire in agony? And did the group of criminals, with all the depravity of 
their crime, escape unpunished? From the earthly point of view, this tragic end troubles the 
heart!” 

This is how the incident may seem to the vast majority; that a group who stood to call people to 
Allah (swt), who remained steadfast on the Truth and who rebelled against the people of 
falsehood had to endure torment, whereas the tyrants remained care-free without facing any 
consequences. No doubt, one who views this incident in such a manner will begin to believe that 
this will be the end of all who call people to the Islamic faith; a gruesome death and the triumph 
of the tyrants. 

Therefore, it is important for the Muslims to have a level of certainty and faith that will protect 
them from those ill thoughts. We went through a similar situation during our time in Egypt’s 
prisons. We were told: “Here you are in prison, and Gamal Abdel Nasser is out there and free to 
do as he pleases. In fact, he becomes even more powerful with time. What have you gained other 
than being ridiculed, tortured, and imprisoned while your families and homes are lost?” Our 
families would visit us and say: “Your leaders corrupted you and misguided you… you ended 
up in prison and lost all value, while those in power steadily increase in strength and authority.” 
Indeed, this is the result of using earthly standards to measure triumph, success and failure. 

The first lesson: The true meaning of triumph 
Qutub says: “But the Quran teaches the Believers something else…” This is the first lesson that 
we should learn from this incident. “…it reveals to them another reality, shows them the nature 
of the values with which they should weigh all matters, and widens their perception of the 
scope of the battle they are in.” 

The first lesson that we can learn from this painful story is the one that the Quran teaches us; how 
to assess the truths of incidents, how we should hold on to the proper values and standards that 
calibrate our assessment of matters, and how to correctly comprehend the reality and true scope 
of the battle and its various fields. 

Thus Qutub says: “This life and all that surrounds it such as pleasures, pains, luxuries and 
prohibitions are not the greatest value on the scale of measurement. They are also not the 
factors which determine gains and losses. Triumph is not limited to the apparent victory, as 
this is but one of the many forms of triumph.” 

This is one of the most difficult concepts to convey to people. The majority of people measure 
their closeness to Allah (swt) and His approval of their deeds through the extent of their joys and 
pleasures in life and by their success in this world. 

People highly regard those who achieve success in this world. They value the pursuit of success 
and directly link success to happiness. That is why many consider the pursuit of happiness in this 
world a worthy goal. 
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No doubt, it is part of the human nature to enjoy leisure, peace and happiness; however, this 
should not be the ultimate measurement and scale for one’s true worth and value. This is what 
we are taught in this story: 

“This life and all that surrounds it such as pleasures, pains, luxuries and prohibitions are not 
the greatest value on the scale of measurement. They are also not the factors which determine 
gains and losses…” 

If this was the true measurement and scale for matters, life would seem unfair. This is because it 
is only a limited few who enjoy pleasure, power, wealth and authority, whereas the majority of 
humanity languishes in various forms of misery such as lack of wealth and many health issues. 

However, when the scale for measuring matters is correctly adjusted, people will begin to realize 
that their existence on this earth is not the only stage of their lives, and that their value is not 
derived from what gains they amass during their stay here. Life becomes more tolerable and its 
struggles easier to endure as people begin to hope for a life where there is no injustice or misery. 
This is what Qutub illustrates when he states: 

“The greatest value on the scale of Allah is the value of the Islamic belief; and the greatest 
commodity in the market of Allah is the commodity of Faith. The highest form of triumph is 
the victory of the soul over matter, the victory of the Islamic belief over pain, and the victory 
of Faith over adversities. In the incident described above, the souls of the Believers triumphed 
over fear and pain, and over the temptations and attractions of the earth and of life. They 
triumphed over the adversities; a triumph that became an honor for all of mankind throughout 
all ages. This is the true form of triumph.” 

The greatest value on the scale of Allah is the value of the Islamic belief; and the greatest 
commodity in the market of Allah is the commodity of Faith. The Islamic belief is not a theoretical 
concept, nor is it an ineffective belief, nor is it a mere acknowledgment of the greatest Truths. 
Rather, it is the fusion of one’s soul with the spirit of exclusive servitude towards Allah (swt). 
This fusion is not an easy task to achieve; it requires a long process. It begins with one’s 
contentment and acceptance of the Truth, both in the mind and heart, and ends with one’s 
transformation and complete dissolution into the realm of absolute servitude to Allah, the One 
and Only, Exalted is He. 

When one establishes and achieves this belief and dissolution, he will find that there is no need 
to struggle against any fear or temptation on earth. He will find that he has transcended this earth 
with his faith and belief. He is above its attractions, pains, fears and threats because he sees this 
entire earth in a new light; he sees it as it should be seen. One will look at all of the tribulations, 
temptations and pains in life and see them as trivial matters that do not have any value. Thus he 
is above this earth. He comprehends that all of those matters are without value in comparison to 
his dissolution into the realm of absolute and exclusive servitude towards Allah (swt); as well as 
in comparison to the everlasting life and the company of the Messengers and Muslim 
predecessors awaiting him in Paradise, as well as the great blessing of attaining Allah’s approval 
and seeing His Glorious Face in the Hereafter. 

One cannot reach this point without being true to what he says and believes in. His belief cannot 
be portrayed through a few words, a theoretical statement or mere slogans. It also cannot be 
conveyed through a few speeches and lectures on the matters relating to the Islamic belief. That 
is not how it should be. The Islamic belief and creed must be internalized with a mixture of 
emotions and a sense of certainty. It is a matter that is embedded in one’s heart and which then 
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brightens his soul and transforms his being into one that has no relation to his physical 
surroundings. A Believer enters a realm that can only be understood by those who are with him 
in that realm. It is the realm of complete dissolution in the belief in Allah, the certainty in Him, 
the certainty that He is the Truth, that there is none like Him, and that this world, this existence 
and all that they encompass are simply a product of the command and will of Allah the Almighty. 
Thus the Believer is completely certain of and connected to the great Divinity of Allah; a 
connection from which he derives a sense of love and yearning for Allah and the Hereafter. 

The greatest value on the scale of Allah is the value of the Islamic belief; and the greatest 
commodity in the market of Allah is the commodity of Faith. The highest form of triumph is the 
victory of the soul over matter. Matter is the most trivial thing in this universe, whereas man’s 
soul is the most valuable thing. When one’s soul triumphs over matter he becomes elevated over 
everything. As we mentioned previously, the humanity in mankind was only established once 
they had their souls blown into them, and their value was derived from their souls rather than 
their physical beings. Thus if their physical and outer appearances lead them in life, they will 
inevitably sink to a level below that of animals. On the other hand, if they are led by their souls, 
they will reach the pinnacle of servitude to Allah (swt) as well as the pinnacle of human existence. 

When one’s soul is elevated and they gain the strength to withstand all of life’s temptations as 
well as imprisonment, people tend to show astonishment. They wonder: “How can one be content 
living behind bars? Why would one insist on proclaiming his beliefs when he can simply alter 
them, deceive others and escape prison?” This was also the reaction of our families. They would 
frequently ask: “Why are you living in this dark place wasting your life, your future, children 
and all?” They could not understand what kind of “insanity” could lead one to choose prison 
over the joys of freedom. Their wonder would also increase when they compared the Muslim 
prisoners’ lifestyle to their own; the one in which they believed they had “ultimate freedom and 
happiness.” Nonetheless, the reality of those Muslims and their lifestyles were lost on the vast 
majority. The truth is, Muslims are the happiest and most carefree of beings, even when faced 
with tribulations and imprisonment. They always have Allah by their side. Their happiness - even 
when behind bars – is greater than that of a ruler living in his own castle. However, the majority 
of people have not lived the reality of Muslims’ lives thus they are unable to see its true value. 
Hence when one’s soul is elevated above matter, he accomplishes the true form of triumph and 
victory that is valued in the scale of Allah. Indeed, the scale of Allah is the only true scale that 
man must use to assess all matters. 

As Qutub states, all of those matters were achieved in the story of the Makers of the Pit: “In the 
incident described above, the souls of the Believers triumphed over fear and pain, and over 
the temptations and attractions of the earth and of life. They triumphed over the adversities; a 
triumph that became an honor for all of mankind throughout all ages. This is the true form of 
triumph.” 

In every generation and age, Allah chooses a group of people to proclaim the Truth and uphold 
its flag. When the Islamic core belief triumphs over pain and the soul triumphs over matter, man 
will find that he is able to proclaim the Truth in the most simple and fascinating manner. He will 
be able to stand firm and declare to all of the tyrants and transgressors: “Do as you please, for I 
have sold my soul to Allah.” Indeed, this is not an exaggeration, nor is it a reality that we have 
contrived. 

Qutub continues: “People all die, and of various causes; but not all gain such victory, nor reach 
such heights, nor taste such freedom, nor soar to such limits of the horizon.” 
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There is no doubt that people will all die; however, they will not all be triumphant. Man will die 
and all that will be left of him in this world will be a cold corpse with no value, never to be 
mentioned again. However, the spirit of one who dies in the cause of Allah remains alive and 
held in high regard, both on earth and in the heavens. He will be thought of as noble and 
honorable every time he is mentioned. In fact, he would even be seen as noble and honorable in 
his last moments, when he is being tortured or killed by the transgressors. Thus people all die, 
and of various causes; but not all gain such victory, nor reach such heights, nor taste such 
freedom, nor soar to such levels of the horizon. 

When the Islamic creed triumphs over pain, glory is achieved in this world 
and in the Hereafter 
Qutub states: “It is Allah’s choosing and honoring for a noble group of His servants to share 
the commonality of death with the rest of mankind but be singled out from them when 
attaining glory… glory among the heavenly community and among all of mankind as well, if 
we take into consideration the countless generations that pass through this life.” 

The reality is that this opportunity was not presented to every living being; it was only given to 
mankind. Other living things were not given the choice to choose their path in life. Man, on the 
other hand, was titled the vicegerent of Allah on earth and was chosen to be assessed: will he 
choose Allah with absolute knowledge, understanding, desire and longing, and choose Him (swt) 
over all of life’s temptations and attractions? Or will he fail to do so? Thus the opportunity to 
excel in the assessment of life was only given to mankind. Succeeding in this test would therefore 
be mankind’s greatest accomplishment. None of the other achievements of humanity come close 
or even compare to the victory of one over his weaknesses, temptations, fears and threats. This is 
the true victory that one can obtain, and there are only a few who share this victory with him as 
they pass through life. The rest of mankind will share the inevitability of death with him, but they 
will not all share his glory and victory. 

The glory and victory of a martyr is acknowledged both in the heavens and the earth. One who 
is martyred in the cause of Allah will receive a reward that is unlike any other reward given to 
mankind. Even if people deride and ridicule Muslim martyrs, they acknowledge their greatness 
and value deep down in their hearts. They also praise them and speak of them greatly and 
reverently after the passing of a few generations. We have seen this in the case of the Muslims 
who were known as the Companions of the Cave. After 300 years, they emerged to find that the 
entire community had embraced Islam and would pay tribute to them after their death in order 
to honor them. They were not forgotten, even in later generations and leading up to our time. The 
Messengers, righteous Muslims and people of this era all speak well of the Muslims who lived in 
the cave. They are currently held in high regard, despite being seen as insane and dishonest in 
their time. Shortly after they surpassed the trials that they had faced, people began to love and 
respect them. Thus after Allah, true glory, value and respect belongs to the Muslims and 
Believers. They are equally honored and respected in the heavens and the earth. This is the true 
honor and it can only be attained by the most righteous of human beings. 

This opportunity is also available for us, at this moment, if we choose Allah (swt) and choose to 
attain this glory. Persevering on this righteous path is the greatest thing we can accomplish. Our 
ultimate goal in life is not to increase in wealth, fame, popularity or any other earthly value. These 
factors will all cease once our souls leave our bodies. They will be left for those who continue to 
live after us. The only value and honor that man can establish for himself and carry with him 
beyond death is to die in the cause of Allah while insisting on the Islamic belief, making it the 
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greatest and ultimate value and element in his life and choosing it above every other trivial factor 
and element in this worldly life. 

How worthless life is without the Islamic creed, and how awful it is without 
liberation from the tyrants! 
Sayyid Qutub says: “The Believers [from the story of the Makers of the Pit] were capable of 
saving themselves by giving up their faith; but how much would they have lost, and how much 
would all of humanity have lost as well? How much would they have lost if they eliminated 
the great truth that life is worthless without the Islamic creed, awful without freedom, and 
degrading when tyrants dominate people’s souls after controlling their bodies?” 

In a moment of weakness, as they stood in fear facing the flickering flames, it would have been 
easy to surrender. However, if the Believers had chosen to surrender and abandon the banner of 
the Truth, the Islamic faith itself would have been defeated in exchange for the Believers’ lives. 

They would have lost much, and they would have felt disgusted by the knowledge that they were 
not strong enough to stand by the Truth. They would have felt as if they had sacrificed their honor 
and dignity as well as their Lord in exchange for their lives. 

The rest of mankind would have also lost a lot, if a group of them had failed to be steadfast and 
stand by the Truth and surpass the trials and tribulations that came their way. Furthermore, the 
submission and surrender of the Believers would have led to the elimination of the great truth 
that life is worthless when it is void of the Islamic creed and core belief. When the Islamic creed 
is sacrificed for the sake of man’s life, a life that will inevitably cease to exist regardless of how 
long it lasts; the whole of mankind would lose. Indeed, the loss of the Islamic creed is far greater 
than the loss of thousands and millions of people. 

Similarly, life would be awful without freedom. When some subject others to their worship, or 
when human beings worship and become a slave for this worldly life, or for this earth, they have 
essentially sold their creed and the Truth in exchange for a few trivial and short-lived moments 
on earth. They have also become enslaved to each other and to tyrants and transgressors. 

Finally, life would be degrading when it is under the authority and control of tyrants and 
transgressors. It would be degrading if Muslims become defeated and then choose to join the 
misled masses who are enslaved to the tyrants. 

There is no doubt that the accomplishment of those Believers ensured the following matters: that 
the Islamic creed remains the most valuable thing in a person’s life and that the true form of 
freedom is seen as the liberation from fear and desire. The Believers established these truths in 
order to continue on the path of Allah (swt) and liberate mankind from the authority and control 
of tyrants and oppressors. 

Moments of fear, weaknesses and temptations can overtake and degrade man at times if he loses 
sight of his true values. They can lead one to losing everything: himself, his religion and people’s 
respect for him. We frequently face those moments in our lives. When we heed Satan’s call to 
commit a sin, we succumb to a moment of weakness in which we elevate the pleasure of that sin 
over Allah’s approval. When we are faced with a moment of weakness and we forget that Allah 
(swt) is watching us, we act upon sinful deeds in order to rid ourselves of the pressures of desire 
and temptation. When we try to wake up in the middle of the night in order to pray but find 
ourselves being drawn to the comfort of our beds; that is a moment of weakness. However, if we 
choose to get out of bed, ask Allah to protect us from Satan and start to pray, that moment of 
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weakness will be over. A Muslim must use all of his energy and willpower in order to carry out 
his various duties: waking up to pray in the middle of the night, paying charity, being honest at 
all times, adhering to the Truth and conforming to it in every aspect of his life and so on. One 
must spare no effort when striving to stay true to himself. There are many who deceive 
themselves and choose their notions and perceptions in favor of the Truth. They rationalize their 
decisions and see it as the correct approach, even if they are far from the Truth. This can be a 
result of one’s ego or their submission to a moment of weakness. In both situations, man rushes 
to justify his actions and convince himself and others that what he is doing is correct, even if it is 
in contrast to the reality of Islam. 

This is one of the greatest pitfalls in which a person could become entrapped. It can lead one to 
uttering words of falsehood while believing that he is declaring the Truth. It can direct one to 
insisting on leading the wrong path in life despite all the advice that he may receive. 

We must therefore be very mindful of moments of weakness, fear, desire, and self-pride. We must 
be aware that they can lead us to the depths of degradation. Man does not only face those 
moments in the larger aspects of his life, but also in the various and daily aspects of his life as 
well. When one wrongs his wife, his children or anyone else, when one is dishonest in any way, 
shape or form; these are all moments that lead one to degradation and inability to stand firm by 
the Truth when faced with trials. 

Qutub continues: “It was a noble and great truth that the Believers obtained while they were 
still alive on earth; they obtained it as they encountered the flames burning their mortal 
frames. This noble truth triumphed over the torment of the fire.” 

They acquired this Truth as they came into contact with the flickering flames. This sense and 
feeling can consume one in the most difficult of times. When faced with trials, one can remember 
the promised reward and the bliss and honor that await him. Thereafter, he will forget the pain 
and torture that he is going through. In an ordinary situation, we find that a human being forgets 
his physical being in the moments of the battle if he is enraged or is fighting for a great cause. He 
may be stabbed or wounded without sensing it. He may continue to fight despite being injured. 
Thus when a human being is consumed with enough passion, he will forget his pains and battle 
in a fascinating manner. This also applies to those who are tortured for proclaiming the Truth. 
They can forget their pains if they remember that Allah is with them and that if they withstand 
their pain they will be rewarded with Paradise, protected from the hellfire and blessed with 
seeing their Lord. 

When we understand this concept, we will be able to comprehend how the Muslim predecessors 
and righteous Believers such as the ones from the time of the Messenger (sas) were able to 
withstand pain. When Urwah bin Zubayr, the companion of the Messenger (sas) had to have his 
leg amputated due to a disease, and there was no anesthesia, he said: “Let me start praying then 
do as you please.” 

We are able to comprehend this when we realize that the souls of those people were one of a kind. 
They were capable of forgetting their physical surroundings as well as any pain that was inflicted 
on them when they connected to the heavens and to their Lord. Thus, they were able to withstand 
or not even sense any pain they received on earth. 

Indeed, this is a high status that cannot be achieved with ease. It requires great efforts for one to 
be able to reach that level. It requires struggle, perseverance and determination.  Nonetheless, it 
can be achieved by one who is truly determined to do so. 
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This is one of the great lessons that we have been taught in the story of the Makers of the Pit. It is 
a lesson that defines a Muslim’s perspective of this life and its true values. 

Reaching a high pinnacle cannot be achieved with a momentary decision 
but rather with continuous struggle 
The value of the Islamic belief, the commodity of the Islamic faith, the triumph of soul over 
matter, the victory of the Islamic creed over pain and of the Islamic faith over adversities; no 
doubt, these are all great and noble meanings that can only be established through great efforts 
and through the Muslims’ perseverance to change their lives. 

There are many who do not go to great lengths to change; many who believe in and hope for the 
greatest achievements in Islam but fail at conforming to the requirements and conditions of those 
achievements. These people often separate between the task that they want to accomplish and 
the conditions and requirements that it entails. In reality, one cannot separate between the two. 
In the same manner that the tree is considered to be one unit despite consisting of a trunk, roots, 
leaves and fruits; any task or goal that a Muslim sets in life is indivisible as well, regardless of 
how insignificant each segment seems. There should not be a meaningless matter in a Muslim’s 
life. Any practice or way of life that is established by Islam has great value and meaning. When 
Islam directs its followers to enter the bathroom with their left foot and exit with their right, there 
is a great meaning and wisdom. One cannot dismiss it and choose to see it as a trivial or 
meaningless matter. The smaller aspects of Islam are important, just like the fundamental aspects 
and principles of Islam. 

There are many who disconnect the secondary and fundamental principles of Islam. They happen 
to believe that their dismissal or belittlement of the secondary principles can be excused if they 
meet the requirements of the fundamental principles of Islam. However, everything is accounted 
for in the eyes of Allah and everyone’s decisions and actions will have an impact in their lives. 
There is a profound difference between one who is merely concerned with the larger aspects of 
Islam while disregarding the smaller aspects; and one who equally strives for both of those 
aspects. The latter was the way of the Companions of the Messenger (sas). They would strive to 
implement every small and large aspect of Islam and precisely follow the ways of the Messenger 
(sas). Some reached the extent that they would try to lead their camel to tread on the exact places 
that the camel of the Messenger (sas) walked. This precise replication of the practices, ways and 
habits of the Messenger (sas) was not solely due to an adoration and reverence for him (sas). The 
ultimate aim of the Companions of the Messengers (sas) was to truly and exclusively worship 
Allah the Almighty and establish their servitude to Him by following the ways of His Messenger 
(sas). They truly understood the directive of the following Quranic verses: 

 

]٧: الحشر﴾ [ َفاْنَتُهوا َعْنهُ  نََهاُكمْ  اَومَ  َفُخُذوهُ  الر�ُسولُ  اآَتاُكمُ  َوَما﴿   

“And whatever the Messenger has given you, take; and whatever he has forbidden you, refrain 
from” (Surah Al-Hashr 59:7) 

]٣١: عمران اآل﴾ [ ُذنُوَبُكمْ  َلُكمْ  َوَيْغِفرْ  الل�هُ  يُْحِبْبُكمُ  َفات�ِبُعونِي الل�هَ  تُِحب�ونَ  ُكْنتُمْ  إِنْ  قُلْ ﴿   

“Say [O Muhammad]: ‘If you do love Allah then follow me, Allah will love you and forgive 
your sins’” (Surah Al-i-Imran 3:31) 
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This to-the-letter imitation was a result of their desire to perfect their servitude to Allah (swt). 
There are many who lose sight of this meaning and thus remain in their state without progressing. 
This is because they do not try to conform their conduct to the practices of Islam. They do not try 
to implement every small and large aspect of Islam. It is evident that the trials and tribulations of 
life are eased for those who are more pious and chaste, and those who live with Allah spiritually, 
who greatly love Him and who turn to Him in every step. 

As for those who have not achieved this and have not truly lived with Allah in the spiritual aspect, 
they will find adversities extremely challenging. Many people become defeated because they 
have not prepared the necessary elements and factors that are meant to aid and support them in 
times of hardships or when facing tyrants. Therefore, we must not allow for this period of calm 
and ease that Allah (swt) provided for us to go to waste. Allah (swt) has not given us this extended 
period of peace without a reason. He has not forgotten us. Rather, He intended for us to utilize 
this peaceful period to nurture and develop ourselves and prepare for the great tribulations that 
await us. One who wastes this time is like a student who wastes the entire school year in play, 
only to become overwhelmed during exams. 

We must be aware that we are responsible for our time, lives and behavioral traits. Everyone must 
analyze themselves, their abilities and their weaknesses. They must strive to overcome their 
weaknesses. Any individual who takes this matter lightly is clearly not serious about the task at 
hand, and he will fail when he is faced with adversities and confrontations. Therefore, I wish to 
warn myself as well as all of you of the great trials that we will face, whether it is with our own 
choosing or not. This has always been the established and continuous way of Allah (swt): 

]٢: العنكبوت﴾ [ يُْفَتنُونَ  َ�� َوُهمْ  اآَمن�ا َيُقولُوا ا�نْ  يُْتَرُكوا ا�نْ  الن�اسُ  ا�َحِسَب ﴿   

“Do people think they will be left alone by saying, “We believe”, and they will not be tested?” 
(Surah Al-Ankabut 29:2) 

The only ones who will succeed and triumph in such situations are those who were diligent in 
analyzing themselves and who know their strengths, weaknesses and errors very well.  

The triumph which Qutub discusses cannot be achieved without a rigorous and continuous 
assessment of all of our deeds, great or small. We have numerously stated that we must seek help 
from one another. We must correct each other’s faults and weaknesses. Each one of us must ask 
his Muslim brothers: “What faults do you see in me?” This is much better than the latter of being 
consumed with pride, concealing our weaknesses and errors and deceiving ourselves as well as 
others. 

One who persists on his errors and refuses to consider the advice that he is given will certainly 
fail when traversing the path of Islam. Regardless of the length of time that he is given, or how 
much Allah conceals his errors for him; the time will come when he will inevitably fail to be 
steadfast on the path of Islam. Thus this is the first lesson that we have learned from the story of 
the Makers of the Pit. 

The second lesson: The field of the battle 
In regards to the second lesson, Qutub says:  “Furthermore, the field of this battle is not limited 
to this earth or to this life, nor is it only witnessed by the people of a single generation...” 
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As we formerly mentioned, the Believer’s perspective of life goes further than the earth. This 
earth is too small to encompass the entire existence, regardless of whether this existence is the 
one that was present before the earth and man were created, or the one that will be present after 
they disappear. The scope of life is wide and extensive. It starts from the time Allah created the 
heavens, earth, angels and mankind. Allah thereafter brought man to earth and will resurrect 
them in the Hereafter. Thus life is not limited to this earth that we see. Similarly, the field of the 
battle is not limited to this earth, and those who witness the battle are not solely from our era and 
generation, nor are they all humans on earth. Rather, “The heavenly community participates in 
this battle as they observe, bear witness…” Allah, His angels and all those who have left this 
world remain aware of that which takes place on earth. They also know of those who have passed 
away, and humans who live on earth are not the only witnesses to the events that take place on 
earth. Thus as we stated, “The heavenly community participate in this battle as they observe, 
bear witness and analyze those events using a scale different to that of the earth or of a single 
generation.” A Muslim is not concerned with any earthly scale nor does he solely interact with 
those who surround him. Rather, he also interacts with and connects to the heavenly community; 
Allah the Almighty Who witnesses everything, His angels who also witness and observe 
mankind, and all those who observe and judge the earthly events with a scale contrary to that of 
the earth. 

Qutub says: “The heavenly community includes noble souls who are greater in number than 
all those who live on earth. Indeed, the praise and respect of the heavenly community is far 
greater by any account than the opinion and judgment of the people on the earth.” 

This is why the Messengers of Allah (peace be on them) did not tire, abandon the Truth or feel 
isolated despite being confronted with mockery and false accusations. The revelations of the 
Quran continuously reminded Muhammad (sas) of this matter and consequently comforted and 
eased him at all times. 

As one takes this path and engages in this battle, he must comprehend the extensiveness of the 
field of the battle. He must be aware that the battle between the Believers and tyrants is not 
restricted to the grounds of this earth, nor is its judgment left to the people of this earth. There 
are others who will witness and judge; Allah the Almighty will judge and those who live in 
heaven will witness. 

When one comprehends that he is dealing with Allah as well as the other beings from above, he 
will become indifferent to the judgments, accusations and slander of people regardless of whether 
they are good or bad. He will understand the scope of the field that he is working in and thus 
sense that he is never alone and that Allah is always by his side. 

The third lesson: The reality of this life and the Hereafter 
Qutub points out the third lesson that we have been taught in this story: “And beyond all of that 
is the Hereafter; the original field to which this earthly one is connected. It is inseparable from 
it in reality as well as in the Believer’s sense of this truth.” 

When one weighs the limited duration and enjoyment of the worldly life against the eternal 
duration and inconceivable enjoyment of the life of the Hereafter, the scale will undoubtedly be 
unbalanced. One who compares this life to the Hereafter will immediately see the insignificance 
of this world and thus disregard its burdens. He will seek the Hereafter as it will provide and 
fulfill all that one may desire in this life and more than one can ever imagine. 
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All of life’s luxuries and worries fade when one connects himself to the Hereafter and lives with 
the Quran and the sayings of the Messenger (sas). He will envision the Muslims’ blissful and 
eternal life in the Hereafter and then contemplate on the life of the disbelievers in the Hereafter; 
the hellfire, the torture and the company of those who have angered Allah (swt). It is highly 
encouraged for one to regularly contemplate on these matters; the death that he will inevitably 
succumb to, the two contrasting lives of the Hereafter, the judgment that one will face and the 
fate that awaits him. When one comprehends these matters, he will set aside the temptations, 
fears and worries of life. Any luxury or pleasure he attains in life is not a luxury in comparison 
to what awaits the Believers in Paradise. Similarly, any pain or torture that one faces in life will 
not be considered true pain when compared to the pain and torture that awaits the disbelievers 
in the Hereafter. Thus if one continuously reminds himself of the Hereafter, he will stand firm on 
the path of Islam, be steadfast when undergoing tortures and tribulations and be resolute when 
facing any form of adversity. 

The Believers from the story of the Makers of the Pit truly believed in the Hereafter. This is why 
we find them to be unwavering when they were brought to the pit of fire. They did not lose sight 
of the reality of the Hereafter, nor did they lose sight of the truth that they will be transferred to 
the Hereafter and Paradise and that their burnt bodies would be replaced with newer and better 
ones, just as their lives will be replaced with better ones. They were certain of this truth; hence 
they succeeded in their trial. 

The fourth lesson: The true ending of the battle 
Qutub presents the fourth lesson: “Thus the battle did not come to an end, and its true ending 
has not been seen yet, and any judgment based on the part of the battle that took place on earth 
is incorrect as it is a judgment based on a small and rather insignificant part of the battle.” 

If this earth and all that it encompasses is considered to be short-lived and valueless, and all that 
a Believer receives on earth, whether good or bad, is seen as trivial, and all the luxuries that 
tyrants and transgressors enjoy in life are worthless as well; a Believer must comprehend that this 
world is only a part of the greater narrative of our lives. Truly, the disbelievers will regret the 
ending of this narrative, and they will realize that they have deviated and are in great loss when 
they witness the final ending. The Believers, on the other hand, will see everything that they went 
through as trivial; whether this is any suffering or a lack of worldly pleasures due to their 
adherence to the Truth. Those things will not matter to them when they see all that awaits them 
in Paradise; bliss, glory, a great dominion and an eternal life. Thus if one judges this battle based 
on the small part of it that was seen on earth, he will be considered to be ignorant, unaware and 
deceiving of himself. 

In contrast, when a Believer has a correct perception of this life, true faith as well as a certainty of 
the reality of the Hereafter, he will consider this part of the story to be trivial. He will also be 
steadfast and indifferent when being tortured as he knows the ultimate ending of the battle; an 
ending that has yet to be seen by those who are torturing him. 

A comparison between two perspectives 
After noting the lessons that were illustrated in the story of the Makers of the Pit, Sayyid Qutub 
– may Allah have mercy on him – proceeds with a comparison between two viewpoints and 
perspectives relating to the battle between the Believers and tyrants, the true values in life, the 
true field of the battle as well as the reality of this earth and its extensiveness. As he states: “The 
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first viewpoint is the limited and short-sighted one, with the narrow field that is perceived by 
the hasty man.” 

This is the outlook of jahilliya; its individuals see the end of this life as the end of the battle, they 
believe that people should strive to obtain the most pleasures and luxuries in life using any means 
they can. They justify all actions with their statement: “the ends justify the means.” Hence their 
outlook is restricted. It is restricted to this earth, and to them life ends with the end of the worldly 
life. 

Thus the first viewpoint sees the worldly life as everything. It is a limited and short-sighted 
outlook, confined to the small field of this earthly existence. It is also the viewpoint of those who 
are hasty; those whom Allah describes in the Quran: 

]٧٢: ا��ٔحزاب﴾ [ َجُهوً�� َظلُوًما َكانَ  إِن�هُ ﴿   

“Verily, he was unjust and ignorant.” (Surah Al-Ahzab 33:72) 

ْنَسانُ  انَ َوكَ ﴿  ]١١: ا�ٕ�سراء﴾ [ َعُجوً�� اْ�ٕ�ِ  

“And man is very hasty.” (Surah Al-Isra 17:11) 

The second viewpoint – which is the one of the true Believer – is: “The comprehensive and far-
sighted viewpoint that the Quran teaches the Believers as it represents the Truth that is the 
basis of the correct Islamic ideology.” 

The Quran nurtures the Believers and teaches them this ideology and perspective that requires 
knowledge, practice and discipline. In order for one to have correct thoughts, outlooks and a 
proper way of life in which he judges each matter accordingly, he must strive and exert great 
efforts. As we stated previously, the Islamic ideology cannot be truly instilled in one by means of 
mere hopes or theoretical beliefs. One must strive to correct his beliefs, outlooks and perspectives 
on all matters. Allah states in the Quran: 

إِن�  ُسُبَلَنا َلَنْهِدَين�ُهمْ  فِيَنا َجاَهُدوا َوال�ِذينَ ﴿  ]٦٩: العنكبوت﴾ [ اْلُمْحِسِنينَ  َلَمعَ  الل�هَ  َو  

“And those who strive for Us, We will surely guide them to Our Paths. And verily, Allah is 
with those who do right.” (Surah Al-Ankabut 29:69) 

Thus the second viewpoint is the comprehensive and far-sighted viewpoint that the Quran 
teaches the Believers. This viewpoint was chosen for the Believers for two reasons; the first is that 
it is the truth and man is required to base his understanding on the truth rather than conjecture, 
and the second reason is that this viewpoint and ideology establishes happiness for mankind in 
this world and the Hereafter. It also provides many benefits for them in their life. 

Qutub notes: “Among the rewards which Allah has promised to the Believers for their faith, 
obedience, steadfastness in the face of tribulations and victory over life’s adversities is 
tranquility in their hearts...” 

This is the first benefit that man gains after believing in the Truth and adopting this viewpoint. 
Man is taught that Allah will embed contentment and peace in the hearts of Believers as a reward 
for their faith, obedience, steadfastness in the face of tribulations and victory over life’s 
adversities. No doubt, the sense of peace and tranquility stems from man’s connection to the 
Truth and to the heavenly community.  This connection elevates one and leads him to real 
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progression and advancement. When one deals with the Truth rather than falsehood, with the 
reality rather than conjecture, and with Allah instead of false deities, then he will truly 
comprehend the reality and breadth of this world, the reality of the worries and fears in this life 
and the reality and extensiveness of the Hereafter. 

This tranquility results from true knowledge, and from living with the requirements of this 
knowledge. It stems from the steadfastness of one in the face of tribulations, his adherence and 
obedience, as well as his triumph over the adversities of life.         

We previously mentioned that life’s adversities come in many forms. In every step that one takes, 
he faces a new adversity that he must overcome. We face many obstacles, and Allah will reward 
those who are conscious; those who have a great desire, persistence, knowledge and piety, and 
who continuously overcome the obstacles and adversities of falsehood and Satan. They will be 
rewarded with “tranquility in their hearts…” 

]٢٨: الرعد﴾ [ اْلُقلُوبُ  َتْطَمئِن�  الل�هِ  بِِذْكرِ  ا�َ�� الل�هِ  ْكرِ بِذِ  قُلُوبُُهمْ  َوَتْطَمئِن�  اآَمنُوا ال�ِذينَ ﴿   

 “Those who have believed and whose hearts find rest in the remembrance of Allah: verily, in 
the remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest.” (Surah Ar-Ra’d 13:28) 

In addition, they will be rewarded with “the approval and affection of Allah, the most 
Gracious…” 

الَِحاتِ  َوَعِملُوا اآَمنُوا ال�ِذينَ  إِن� ﴿  ا الر�ْحَمنُ  َلُهمُ  َسَيْجَعلُ  الص� ]٩٦: مريم﴾ [ ُود�  

“Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds – the Most Merciful will appoint 
for them affection” (Surah Maryam 19:96) 

Indeed, this is the ultimate and most gracious reward that one can receive in this world and in 
the Hereafter. When one worships Allah the Almighty, he senses the approval and affection of 
Allah (swt), as well as the love that is established between him and his Lord. When one is truthful 
and sincere, he will find that Allah is with him and by his side. This feeling that a Believer senses 
in this world is the highest reward that can be received. It is also the highest level and status that 
one can reach in this world; the honor of attaining Allah’s approval, love, aid and protection. 
However, this level can only be reached by those who truly live with Allah in the spiritual aspect 
as well as in reality. It is attained by those who choose Allah’s commands over their own desires 
and who choose obedience and righteous deeds over sins and disobedience. Lastly, it is attained 
by those who are content with Allah and His Divinity; those who contentedly obey and worship 
Him, and who overcome their deviant inclinations. Such people triumph over their desires and 
establish a peaceful life; one that cannot be affected by Satan for it is under the protection of Allah. 
When one reaches this level and establishes such a life, he will continuously sense the approval, 
affection, aid and protection of Allah. Indeed, it is people such as this that the following narration 
refers to: 

‘The Messenger (sas) said, “Allah says: “When a slave of Mine draws near to Me a span, I draw 
near to him a cubit; and if he draws near to Me a cubit, I draw near to him a fathom. And if he 
comes to Me walking, I go to him running.”‘ [Narrated by Anas (may Allah be pleased with him)] 

There is no doubt that the most worthwhile and valuable matter which one can strive for is this 
reward and level of achievement. One must live and strive for this achievement without sparing 
any effort. People continuously strive for the most trivial and despicable things in this worldly 
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life. They spend their time and wealth, and even sacrifice their honor and dignity in order to 
obtain worldly positions that are deemed as “grand.” If they had any comprehension, they would 
aim to achieve the highest of positions: living under the aid, protection, care, love and approval 
of Allah (swt). Certainly, there is no matter that is as worthy and grand as this. 

In addition to the previous rewards, Allah will also reward the Believers with “being mentioned 
and praised among the heavenly community.” Indeed, when a Believer overcomes the trials in 
his path and becomes content with all that Allah decrees for him, he will truly be honored by 
Allah the Almighty. 

Qutub states: “The Messenger of Allah (sas) said, “When a man’s child dies, Allah, the Exalted, 
asks His angels, ‘Have you taken out the life of the child of My slave?’ and they reply, “Yes”. 
He then asks, ‘Have you taken the fruit of his heart?’ and they reply, “Yes”. Thereupon He 
asks, ‘what did My slave say?’ They [the angels] say: ‘He praised You and said: ‘Inna lillah wa 
inna ilayhi raji’ un’ (to Allah we belong and to Him we shall return).’ Allah says: ‘Build a house 
for My slave in Paradise and name it Baitul-Hamd (the house of praise).” [Narrated by Al- 
Tirmidhi]” 

A Believer will be further mentioned and praised by Allah every time he disregards his desires, 
wishes, hopes, pleasures and pains for the sake of Allah. Every time a Believer prohibits from 
himself one of life’s pleasures that have been prohibited by Allah, Allah will reward him, the 
angels will praise him and a house will be built for him in paradise. For every pain, suffering and 
prohibition that a Believer endures for the sake of Allah, the reward, approval and praise of Allah 
will be given to him in exchange. Additionally, a dialogue – similar to the one above – will take 
place between Allah and the angels, whereby they discuss the affairs of the Believer living on 
earth. When one gives for the sake of Allah and prohibits and abstains for the sake of Allah, Allah 
will reward him. This is in spite of the fact that the Believer is only able to abstain, prohibit and 
give by the will of Allah. Allah eases the righteous deeds for Believers and thereafter chooses to 
reward them despite those deeds being carried out with His aid. Indeed, Allah is the most 
Gracious and Giving. This reward is attained by those who truly, sincerely and contentedly 
worship Allah while acknowledging their humbleness toward Him, Exalted is He. Man is truly 
inferior to his Deity and Lord. In fact, he is incapable of sustaining himself and maintaining his 
life without the guidance and aid of Allah. Humans are incapable of breathing or even moving a 
finger without the will and decree of Allah. Hence, when a Muslim comprehends that he does 
not have any power or means except through Allah (swt), he will receive the immense blessings 
of his Lord. 

Qutub relays the saying of the Messenger (sas): “The Messenger of Allah (sas) said: Allah says, 
‘I am near to the thought of My servant as he thinks about Me, and I am with him as he 
remembers Me. And if he remembers Me in his heart, I also remember him in My Heart, and 
if he remembers Me among an assembly of men, I remember him in an assembly better than 
his, and if he draws near Me by the span of palm, I draw near him by a cubit, and if he draws 
near Me by the cubit, I draw to him by much greater. And if he walks towards Me, I rush 
towards him.’  [Narrated by Bukhari and Muslim]” 

No doubt, this narration gives a greater meaning to the act of remembering Allah the Almighty. 
It encourages one to yearn for Allah and to lovingly and earnestly remember Him (swt) at all 
times; for Allah remembers those who remember Him: “I am near to the thought of My servant 
as he thinks about Me, and I am with him as he remembers Me...” This is a great reward that is 
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only comprehended by those whose hearts are softened; those who truly understand the Divinity 
and Greatness of Allah as well as the humbleness of mankind in comparison to Him, all-Mighty. 

“And if he remembers Me in his heart, I also remember him in My Heart…” How often do 
humans seek the company of those who have higher ranks in this world even though they are 
humans like them? How much pleasure do they receive from being mentioned by those of higher 
ranks? If their names are mentioned by those with authority and fame, they will sense the utmost 
level of happiness that they have ever experienced. Humans find great pride in being mentioned 
by a ruler, an authority or those with wealth and fame. At times, they might seek those who are 
acquainted with a revered one and ask: “Did he mention me? When you visited him, did he 
mention my name?” Many are pleased by this even though those authorities and figures are 
human beings like them; humans who do not have much value in spite of how much they are 
held in high regard. In contrast, how would one feel when he is remembered by Allah, Glorified 
and Exalted is He? Should this not make us remember Allah at all times, contemplate on His 
Divinity and devote ourselves to Him? In addition, Allah will mention the Believers by name, in 
a gathering that is better than theirs: “...and if he remembers Me in a gathering, I will remember 
him in a gathering better than his.” This mentioned “gathering” of Allah is a spectacular and elite 
gathering of the angels, righteous Muslims and Messengers of this world and the Hereafter. 
Thereafter, it is stated: “...and if he draws near to Me by the span of a palm, I draw near to him 
by a cubit.” No doubt, this is a great and magnificent reward! 

The heavenly community who are gathered around Allah are preoccupied with the affairs of the 
Believers in this world as a result of their submission to Allah, Glorified and Exalted is He.  This 
is related to us in the Quran: 

 َفاْغِفرْ  َوِعْلًما رَْحَمةً  َشْيءٍ  ُكل�  َوِسْعتَ  َرب�َنا اآَمنُوا لِل�ِذينَ  َوَيْسَتْغِفُرونَ  بِهِ  ونَ َويُْؤِمنُ  َرب�ِهمْ  بَِحْمدِ  يَُسب�ُحونَ  َحْوَلهُ  َوَمنْ  اْلَعْرشَ  َيْحِملُونَ  ال�ِذينَ ﴿ 

]٧: غافر﴾ [ اْلَجِحيمِ  َعَذاَب  َوقِِهمْ  َسِبيَلكَ  َوات�َبُعوا َتابُوا لِل�ِذينَ   

“Those angels who bear the Throne [of Allah] and those around it glorify the praises of their 
Lord, and believe in Him, and ask forgiveness for those who believe [in the oneness of Allah], 
saying: ‘Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those who 

repent and follow Your way, and save them from the torment of the blazing fire.’”  
(Surah Ghafir 40:7) 

Thus the feeling of estrangement and lack of support will immediately cease for the Believers, 
and they will start to feel that they are under the protection of a higher power and the heavenly 
community. Muslims should feel that they are supported by a higher group from up above, and 
that they are never alone even if the entire world opposed them. The angels are with them and 
pray for them, and Allah watches over them. This sense of closeness eliminates the feeling of 
estrangement that a person may feel when undergoing any persecution or torment in this world. 
A Muslim belittles all of the troubles of this world, for he is connected to Allah and believes His 
word that the angels are preoccupied with his affairs and that they pray and ask forgiveness for 
him. Moreover, the Muslim martyrs that are killed in the cause of Allah remain alive, as was told 
to us in the Quran: 
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 مْ لَ  بِال�ِذينَ  َوَيْسَتْبِشُرونَ  فَْضِلهِ  ِمنْ  الل�هُ  اآَتاُهمُ  بَِما فَرِِحينَ ۞  يُْرَزقُونَ  َرب�ِهمْ  ِعْندَ  ا�ْحَياءٌ  َبلْ  ا�ْمَواتًا الل�هِ  َسِبيلِ  فِي قُِتلُوا ال�ِذينَ  تَْحَسَبن�  َوَ��﴿ 

﴾  اْلُمْؤِمِنينَ  ا�ْجرَ  يُِضيعُ  َ�� الل�هَ  َوا�ن�  َوفَْضلٍ  الل�هِ  ِمنَ  بِِنْعَمةٍ  َيْسَتْبِشُرونَ ۞  َيْحَزنُونَ  ُهمْ  َوَ�� َعَلْيِهمْ  َخْوفٌ  ا���� َخْلِفِهمْ  ِمنْ  بِِهمْ  َيْلَحُقوا  

]١٧١-١٦٩: عمران اآل[  

 “And never think of those who have been killed in the cause of Allah as dead. Rather, they are 
alive with their Lord, receiving provision. They rejoice in what Allah has bestowed upon them 

of His Bounty and rejoice for the sake of those who have not yet joined them, but are left behind 
[not yet martyred] that on them no fear shall come, nor shall they grieve. They rejoice in a Grace 

and a Bounty from Allah, and that Allah will not waste the reward of the Believers.”  
(Surah Al-i-Imran 3:169-171) 

Death for a Believer is like an anesthetic that takes him from one state to another. Death is a 
passage-way that takes one from this world to the next; from a place of trials and tribulations to 
a place of eternal bliss. As for the grave, it is but one of the gardens of Paradise for the Believer, 
and it will be widened by seventy cubits and brightened for him. He shall then see his promised 
place in Paradise as he sleeps in tranquility, and he will be told: “Sleep like a bride until the Day 
of Resurrection.”  There is immense joy awaiting the Believer in the Hereafter. If he is righteous, 
he will be content with death. One who loves to meet Allah, Allah will indeed love to meet him. 
Thus for the Believer, facing death, being killed and becoming a martyr would only transfer him 
from this life to a better one. So why do people fear death? Why are they uncomfortable with the 
idea of dying in the cause of Allah? 

One will not sense these feelings unless he is filled with certainty. Nonetheless, we see many who 
claim to be Muslims yet fear for those who are killed in battle and those who fight in the cause of 
Allah. This is but a result of their disbelief and lack of certainty. In previous times, children would 
compete to take part in battles and wars. In fact, if a household did not have any family members 
who were martyred in the cause of Allah, they would be ashamed that they were not blessed with 
such nobility and were not chosen for the high rank of martyrdom. 

Hence the standards have changed. The standards of the Muslim community change when it 
receives directives and guidance from Allah and the Quran, and it is disciplined by the teachings 
of the Messenger (sas). The members of that society compete for death and martyrdom in the 
cause of Allah while finding pride in the number of martyrs in their family. When the four sons 
of Al-Khansa’ were killed in the Battle of Qadisiyah, she did not show fury or rage. When 
Abdullah ibn Al-Zubeyr prepared to take part in a battle, Asma bint Abu Bakr encouraged him 
and even urged him to abandon his body armor. She said: “My son, this is not the clothing of a 
man who seeks martyrdom.” Such was the change in people’s standards and values as they 
understood this Religion and lived according to its teachings. 

These are the benefits and results of having great certainty, connecting with Allah and truly living 
with Him, Glorified and Exalted is He. 

Qutub says: “There are recurring declarations in the Quran which state that Allah will seize 
the tyrants and wrongdoers in the Hereafter after delaying them for a limited period of time 
on earth. In spite of the several times that Allah seized the tyrants and wrongdoers while they 
were still living on earth, the last part is focused on in the Hereafter: 
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ن�كَ  َ��﴿  ]١٩٧-١٩٦: عمران اآل﴾ [ اْلِمَهادُ  َوِبْئسَ  َجَهن�مُ  َمٔاَْواُهمْ  ثُم�  قَِليلٌ  َمَتاعٌ ۞  اْلِبَ��دِ  فِي َكَفُروا ال�ِذينَ  َتَقل�ُب  َيُغر�  

“Let not the freedom [and affluence] of the disbelievers throughout the land deceive you. It 
is only a brief enjoyment; then, their ultimate abode is Hell; and worst indeed is that place 

for rest” (Surah Al-i-Imran 3: 196-197) 

الُِمونَ  َيْعَملُ  اَعم�  َغافًِ�� الل�هَ  َتْحَسَبن�  َوَ��﴿  ُرُهمْ  ٕاِن�َما الظ�  َيْرَتد�  َ�� ُرُءوِسِهمْ  ُمْقِنِعي ُمْهِطِعينَ ۞  اْ���ْبَصارُ  فِيهِ  َتْشَخصُ  لَِيْومٍ  ُيَؤخ�

]٤٣-٤٢: ٕابراهيم﴾ [ َهَواءٌ  َوا�ْفِئَدتُُهمْ  َطْرفُُهمْ  ٕاَِلْيِهمْ   

 “And never think that Allah is unaware of what the wrongdoers do. He only delays them for 
a Day when eyes will stare [in horror]. They will be hastening forward with necks 

outstretched, their heads raised up [towards the sky], their gaze returning not towards them, 
and their hearts a gaping void.” (Surah Ibrahim 14:42-43) 

]٤٢: المعارج﴾ [ ُيوَعُدونَ  ال�ِذي َيْوَمُهمُ  ُيَ��قُوا َحت�ى َوَيْلَعُبوا َيُخوُضوا َفَذْرُهمْ ﴿   

 “So leave them to converse vainly and amuse themselves until they meet their Day which 
they are promised.” (Surah Al-Ma’arij 70:42)” 

The Hereafter is a matter of certainty for the Believers in the same manner that it is for the 
disbelievers. The tyrants and wrongdoers will inevitably be led to their fate, and this is a matter 
that the Believers are certain of. On account of that, Believers are not overwhelmed, troubled or 
doubtful of the promise of Allah when they see tyrants enjoying this worldly life after being given 
full health as well as seeming prosperity and authority. Believers are certain that tyrants and 
disbelievers have only been given a limited time on earth and that their enjoyment is but for a 
short period of time and that a day will come in which they will receive severe punishment. As 
Allah stated, “He only delays them for a Day when eyes will stare [in horror].  They will be 
hastening forward with necks outstretched” This is due to their sense of shame and disgrace. 
“…their gaze returning not towards them, and their hearts a gaping void.” In that moment, they 
will be consumed with great fear and worry. 

A Muslim’s certainty completely changes his perception of this world. He becomes absorbed in 
this certainty of Allah, and he lives and strives for the ultimate Truth. We are in dire need of 
increasing our level of certainty: our certainty of Allah, His greatness, His actions and decrees, 
His vows and admonitions. Indeed, our level of certainty needs to be greater in order for us to 
reach the high level of the Muslims mentioned in the story of the Makers of the Pit. 

Qutub continues: “This is how the life of mankind became adjoined with that of the angels, 
and this world with the Hereafter. The field of the battle between good and evil, between the 
Truth and falsehood, and between faith and tyranny was not limited to this earth. The end of 
this worldly life was not the end of the journey, nor was it the appointed time for judging the 
battle. This life – with all its pleasures and pains, luxuries and prohibitions – did not remain 
the highest value on the scale.” 

Man’s perception of life changes after he comprehends these values and truths. In reality, the 
Truth is unveiled and its broad aspects and fields are exposed, thus portraying this world and 
earth as well as all that they encompass as trivial and meaningless matters in comparison to the 
broad and extensive field of a Believer. 
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As Qutub states, “The range of the location was expanded, the span of the time-length was 
extended, and the aspect of the values and standards was altered. The horizons of the Believer 
were heightened and broadened; his concerns and interests were greatened. This earth and all 
that it encompasses as well as this life and all that it entails became trivial in his sight. The 
Believer grew as he discovered new horizons and scopes. The story of the Makers of the Pit is 
a prime example for establishing this broad, comprehensive, magnificent and noble concept 
of faith.” 

Their perception and outlook were broadened, and the field of the battle was expanded. The 
battle was not restricted to the field of this earth any longer; it was connected with the heavens, 
the Hereafter and the heavenly community from above as well. Similarly, the period of time was 
extended as the end of the battle is shown in the everlasting Hereafter. The values and standards 
were altered and magnified; they were grander and more noble as they originated from the 
heavens. The Believer’s horizons were heightened and broadened, thus they no longer remained 
limited to earthly ambitions, nor did they remain bounded by worldly amusements and desires 
similar to that of animals. Indeed, the horizons of the Believer were heightened and broadened; 
his interests and concerns became more significant. Consequently, this earthly life became trivial 
and meaningless in his eyes. This earth’s insignificance and lack of value was shown in reality. 
Allah had previously described it in the Quran when He stated: 

ْنَيا اْلَحَياةِ  َمثَلَ  َلُهمْ  َواْضرِْب ﴿  َماءِ  ِمنَ  ا�ْنزَْلَناهُ  َكَماءٍ  الد� ]٥٤: لكهفا[﴾  الر�َياحُ  تَْذُروهُ  َهِشيًما فَا�ْصَبحَ  اْ���ْرضِ  َنَباتُ  بِهِ  َفاْخَتَلطَ  الس�  

“And present to them the example of the life of this world, its being like rain which We send 
down from the sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it and then it becomes dry 

remnants, scattered by the winds.” (Surah Al-Kahf 18:45) 

Despite the apparent volume of dry remnants, they still remain as remnants without value or 
worth. Thus the earth became inferior. As for the Believer, he became superior on account of his 
correct perceptions and broadened horizons. No doubt, man is greater, superior and more 
valuable when he believes in and longs for Allah and the Hereafter, follows the ways of the 
Messengers (peace be on them) and comprehends the reality and true worth of the existence. His 
greatness increases as his perceptions alter and he discovers greater horizons. 

There is no doubt that the Muslims from the story of the Makers of the Pit perceived all of this 
and were able to break free of this world’s shackles. They were liberated from the shackles and 
trivial values of this world as they moved to wider horizons that enabled them to withstand such 
torture. They threw themselves into the fire willingly. It was narrated that an infant saw his 
mother hesitating and he miraculously spoke to her and said: ‘descend into the fire, trust in Allah 
and do not be afraid’. All glory and praise belongs to Allah! This entire community – with their 
children, boys, girls, elderly and youth – had all passed the trial. They have certainly attained the 
greatest honor that was seen in human history, and their story became the greatest and noblest 
of examples. That is because all of the Believers from other examples who faced the aggression of 
disbelievers have had some level of recompense in this world. In contrast, the people of the ditch 
did not receive anything in this world other than pain, fire and death. Therefore, they will receive 
the greatest of rewards and they have certainly attained the greatest honor that one can receive 
when facing tyrants and truly worshiping Allah (swt). 
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The nature of the call toward Allah and its various outcomes 
in regards to the Islamic advocate 
Qutub says: “The story of the Makers of the Pit and the Qur’anic chapter of Al-Buruj [the 
Constellations] shed new light on the nature of the call toward Allah and the state of the 
Islamic advocate when facing its various outcomes. The history of the calls toward Allah has 
witnessed various endings for the Islamic calls. It has witnessed the annihilation of the 
[disbelieving] people of Noah, the people of Hud, the people of Shu’aib, and the people of 
Lot. It has also witnessed the rescuing and bare escape of a small group of Believers, but the 
Qur’an did not state what those escapees did in the world and in life after their escape. These 
examples illustrate that at times, Allah the Most High chooses to give the rebels and tyrants a 
taste of their punishment in this world, while the full punishment still awaits them in the 
Hereafter.” 

The above examples are those of Believers who were triumphant in this life. Allah granted them 
victory and annihilated the tyrants. Nevertheless, Allah did not mention if those Believers had a 
great role in the establishment and application of Allah’s methodology as was the case with other 
Islamic calls. 

The second example presented by Qutub shows the story of Moses (sas): “The history of the 
Islamic call witnessed the annihilation of Pharoah and his army, the escape of Moses and his 
people and the establishment of their authority in the land. The people of that time were the 
most righteous in all of their (Israelites’) history, although they did not attain complete 
steadfastness nor did they establish the Religion of Allah on earth in its entirety; and this 
example is contrary to the previous ones.” 

Qutub presents a third example; the one of the Companions of the Messenger (sas): “The history 
of the Islamic call also witnessed the annihilation of the polytheists who turned away from 
guidance and the belief in Muhammad (peace be upon him). It also witnessed the grand 
victory of the Believers and the remarkable triumph of the Islamic creed in their hearts. In this 
example, it so happened that the methodology of Allah was established on earth for the first 
time, regulating life in a manner that had never been seen by man; neither before nor after.” 

We then see a fourth example; the example of the Makers of the Pit: “And it witnessed another 
example that has rarely been seen in the history of the Islamic faith whether in the past or 
present; and it continues to witness many examples that end in one or another of the possible 
endings that have been seen throughout the centuries.” 

We will see various endings if we analyze the history of the Islamic movements that came to 
establish an Islamic way of life; regardless of whether they were established in the past or are 
seen in this day. When we look at Muhammad bin Abdulwahab’s movement, the Senussi 
movement, the Muslim Brotherhood, the Islamic movement in Pakistan, or the other varying and 
numerous movements which currently exist, we will see various endings and situations that are 
fitting for their level of steadfastness and righteousness as well as their level of sincerity and 
adherence to the methodology of Allah and the Truth. Thus we see various outcomes. We have 
seen movements that have come and gone, ones that continue to persevere and ones that have 
been defeated and have deviated as a result. 
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The example of the Makers of the Pit was mandatory 
Among the varying examples, Sayyid Qutub highlights the example of the Makers of the Pit: “It 
was mandatory to present the example that was illustrated in the story of the Makers of the Pit 
alongside the varying examples that are closer to or further than it.” 

Why was it mandatory? Qutub explains: “It was mandatory to present this example in which 
the Believers did not escape and the disbelievers were not seized! This is so that the Believers 
– the callers toward Allah – remain fully aware that they can also meet this end when calling 
to Allah, and that they have no say in the matter. Their affairs and the affair of the Islamic 
creed rest with Allah!” 

As a result of this approach, Muslims are taught to set aside all of their personal interests, even if 
their interest is the triumph of Allah’s Religion through them. In regards to the Islamic advocates, 
Qutub declares: “Their task is to fulfill their obligation and leave. Their obligation is to choose 
Allah, favor the Islamic creed to the worldly life, feel superior to the adversities through the 
Islamic faith, and be sincere to Allah in their words and deeds….” 

This is what Allah wants from the group of Believers who desire to be chosen by Him (swt). They 
must fulfill their obligation and leave. They will not be held responsible for the outcome; it is a 
matter that is left to Allah. Islamic advocates are merely required to adhere to and precisely follow 
the methodology of Allah, and the outcome is then left to Allah’s will. Truly, the matter that has 
led numerous Islamic movements to fail in their path, feel overwhelmed and defeated and alter 
their methodologies was their extreme desire to obtain a certain form of success. In reality, they 
are not required to succeed in a certain form, nor are they meant to expect a certain form of 
success. They are solely obligated to conform to the methodology of Allah, obey and listen to 
Him, and leave the rest to Him (swt). This is the approach that will aid them in being steadfast 
and unwavering when calling to the way of Allah. 

 Thus Qutub says: “Their task is to fulfill their obligation and leave. Their obligation is to 
choose Allah, favor the Islamic creed to the worldly life, feel superior to the adversities 
through the Islamic faith, and be sincere to Allah in their words and deeds. It is then up to 
Allah to deal with them and their enemies, just as He deals with His Religion and His Call as 
He deems proper. He may choose for them any one of the endings known in history, or He 
may choose another one that is known and seen by Him.” 

The true servitude to Allah 
Qutub clarifies the position of the Islamic advocates: “They are workers for Allah. Whenever, 
wherever and however He wants them to do their work, they must do so, and they will receive 
the known reward. It is not left to them or any others to decide the outcome and fate of the 
Islamic call. That is a matter that is left to the One in authority, not to those who are mere 
workers.” 

This is how man must establish his true servitude to Allah; he must set aside his desires and 
conditions, his wish for rewards as well as his objections and inputs. Then and only then will one 
become a true servant to the Lord Who deserves exclusive worship. Without this, one’s servitude 
and submission to Allah will not be complete. Every time that a Believer – a worker and servant 
of Allah – sets requirements and conditions, eagerly awaits triumph and success in this world or 
is discontent with the reality, pressures and length of the Islamic path; it shows his weakness in 
faith and lack of sincerity. 
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As Qutub stated, “They are workers for Allah. Whenever, wherever and however He wants 
them to do their work, they must do so, and they will receive the known reward.” 

They will indeed receive their reward regardless of the outcome, thus why do they worry? Why 
do they intervene in matters that only concern their Owner, the All-Knowing? Allah (swt) is the 
sole Authority and Sovereign Who decrees without any associates. Therefore, any attempt to 
involve oneself in such matters is a form of Shirk [associating partners with Allah], and it is a 
matter that the Believers must refrain from at all times. 

The feeling and sentiment that ought to consume the Believers’ souls as they call to Allah is that 
they are mere workers for Allah and that they do not have a say in the outcome of their adherence 
to the methodology of Allah. 

Regardless of the obstacles and outcomes, Islamic advocates are not permitted to alter the 
methodology of Allah, nor are they given the right to have an input. They have been entrusted 
with an obligation which dictates that they completely disregard the outcome, for it is not of their 
concern. Consequently, they become focused on one issue: devoting their worship to Allah (swt). 
They must not be concerned with other matters that will deter them from their ultimate task 
which is to perfect their obedience to Allah. Everything else is left to the will of Allah. 

The true reward for a Believer 
“They receive the first part of their reward in the form of contentment in their hearts, 
superiority in their feelings, beauty in their perception, liberation from desires and attractions, 
and freedom from fear and sorrow...” 

Undoubtedly, if this was the only reward it would suffice. Which reward in this world is better 
than for one to have self-worth, tranquility and freedom from all worldly shackles? Yet this is not 
their only reward. Qutub continues: 

“They receive the second part of their reward in praise, remembrance and honor among the 
angels, while they are yet in this trivial world...” 

Thus they will be remembered and praised by Allah, the heavenly community, the angels and 
the Messengers of Allah (peace be on them). 

“They will then receive the greater part of their reward in the Hereafter: an easy judgment and 
great blessings. In every part of their reward, they also receive the greatest of rewards: 
attaining the approval of Allah...” 

The knowledge that they have pleased Allah is sufficient for the Believers. It is sufficient for them 
to know that Allah is pleased with them and that they have truly worshiped Him in the manner 
that He intended. Allah created man to worship Him, the Believers fulfilled their duty and Allah 
is pleased with them. Indeed, that is the greatest of rewards which awaits the Believers. 

“In every part of their reward, they also receive the greatest of rewards: attaining the approval 
of Allah and being chosen by Him to carry out His will, as well as to be made use of on this 
earth as Allah deems proper.” 

This Divine reward for Believers which is to exclusively worship Allah and be sincere to Him is 
in addition to all of the other rewards that Believers receive: such as respect for themselves, a 
sense of superiority, a beautiful perception and liberation from all of the shackles that bound the 
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people of jahilliya. Thus a Believer receives great rewards from Allah, in addition to being praised 
in heaven, rewarded in the Hereafter and being approved of by Allah the Almighty. 

The Qur’anic upbringing and the teachings of the Messenger (sas) 
elevated the first generation of Muslims to a high pinnacle. Thus what 
is our duty? 
“This is how the Qur’anic upbringing of the chosen generation of Muslims came to an end. It 
elevated them to this pinnacle that liberated them from the issues relating to their own 
characters and personalities. They completely disassociated themselves from the matter [of the 
outcome of the Islamic advocacy], chose to work for the Lord and Commander of all matters 
and were pleased with Allah in every condition and in every state.” 

We have seen that the sincerity of the Companions of the Messenger (sas) was not confined to the 
aspect of establishing the Islamic society and government. Rather, they were sincere to Allah in 
their personal affairs as well. They were sincere when they were faced with trials in the same 
manner that they were truly and sincerely content with all that Allah decreed for them in terms 
of tribulations. They were pleased and content with the will of Allah in all matters, and they 
refused to ask for a change in any matter that was willed and decreed by Allah. 

We formerly mentioned several examples that illustrate the contentment of the Companions of 
the Messenger (sas). Some of those examples were when Sa’d ibn Abi Waqaas’ lost his sight and 
when a severe disease befell ‘Imran ibn Husayn. The teachings of the Quran and the Messenger 
(sas) nurtured the Companions and taught them to be content with all that Allah wills for them, 
provided that it is not disobedience or disbelief in Allah. No doubt, if they sensed that they were 
approaching the slightest form of disobedience or disbelief in Allah, they would immediately 
reproach themselves and battle their shortcomings until they returned to the right path. Other 
than that, they were truly satisfied with Allah’s will, and they refused to seek change in any of 
the troubles that befell them. 

It may seem to some that this mindset conflicts with the Islamic concept of taking precautions 
and seeking solutions and treatments. In truth, that is not the case. The concept of being satisfied 
and content with any matter that has been predestined by Allah – even if it is a troubling matter 
– is essentially a great level of faith and piety. The Messenger (sas) is reported to have said, 
“Seventy thousand of my ummah [nation] will enter Paradise without being brought to account; 
they are the ones who do not ask for ruqyah or believe in omens or use cautery, and they put 
their trust in their Lord.” [Bukhari: 6472] 

Thus it is simply a means of relying on Allah and placing one’s trust in Him. Nonetheless, one is 
not prohibited from searching for solutions when he faces tribulations. For example, Islam does 
not prevent one from seeking treatment and asking for medicine when inflicted with an illness. 
However, a Muslim must be certain that his illness is a predestination of Allah, that the cure solely 
lies in Allah’s hands and that treatments and medicines are merely a means to finding the cure 
through Allah the Almighty. Additionally, a Muslim must seek aid with the ultimate intention 
and objective to better serve and worship Allah. 

Indeed, the Companions of the Messenger (sas) reached a pinnacle in the aspect of placing trust 
in Allah, relying on Him and ultimately being content with all that He decrees.  Thus they placed 
all of their trust in Allah, became utterly content with His decrees and set aside their personal 
desires and interests. 
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Qutub says: “The teachings of the Messenger – peace be on him – went side by side with the 
Qur’anic teachings, turning hearts and eyes toward the Garden of Paradise, and toward 
patiently persevering in their assigned task until Allah ordains what He intends in this world 
as well as what is pleasing to Him in the Hereafter. The Messenger – peace be on him – would 
see the intensity of the tortures heaped upon ‘Ammar, his father and his mother – may Allah 
be pleased with them – and he would say nothing more than: ‘Patience, family of Yasir! 
Paradise is promised for you.’ And Khabbab bin al-Aratt – may Allah be pleased with him – 
reported: ‘We complained to the Messenger of Allah – peace be upon him – while he was 
resting in the shadow of the Ka’aba, and we said, ‘Why do you not ask Allah to help us? Why 
do you not pray for us?’ He then said: ‘Before you, there were people who would catch a man, 
bury him halfway in a hole dug in the ground, then saw his head until it split in two; or would 
comb with iron combs between his flesh and bones; yet this would not turn him away from 
his religion. By Allah! Allah will bring this matter to completion, and a time will come when 
a rider will ride alone from San’a to Hadramaut and he will have no fear except of Allah, or of 
a wolf against his sheep; but you people are in a hurry.’” [Bukhari]”   

Evidently, the discipline, nurturing and teaching of the Quran and the Messenger (sas) elevated 
the Believers to a level of complete and utter contentment as well as a level of being above the 
worldly pains and troubles. This was accomplished by means of embedding the concept of 
complete servitude to Allah in the hearts of the Believers and leading them to become fully 
absorbed in the complete and exclusive worship, love, submission and obedience to Allah the 
Almighty. 

We have previously established that this can only be achieved through struggle and effort. One 
cannot achieve anything by merely deciding to do so in his mind. For example, if one aims to be 
of those who completely place their trust in Allah, or those who have persistent patience, or those 
who are truly content with all that is decreed by Allah, then he must strive and exert all of his 
efforts into reaching that level. If one refrains from doing so, he will inevitably fail to succeed. 

The Islamic faith has numerous levels and stages. One must start from the level that he is at and 
thereafter continue to elevate himself to the greater levels and stages of the Islamic faith. It is also 
important for this to be done gradually without hastening. Indeed, we are unable to emulate the 
actions and deeds of the Companions of the Messenger (sas) through a simple decision. However, 
we are able to grow, nurture and strive until we reach such levels. When one fails at 
accomplishing a matter, it shows that he has not trained himself or exerted the required amount 
of effort. Thus we must train and nurture ourselves to be capable of reaching the high pinnacles 
of Islam. It is also important that we do not hasten, for we will consequently fail at achieving any 
of our goals. 

The Companions of the Messenger (sas) achieved their exemplary levels through struggling, 
persevering and disciplining themselves. Therefore, if we intend to follow their footsteps and 
reach their levels, our discipline and perseverance must correspond with our ambitions. Allah 
says: 

ابُِقونَ ﴿   اْ���ْنَهارُ  َتْحَتَها ْجرِيتَ  َجن�اتٍ  َلُهمْ  َوا�َعد�  َعْنهُ  َورَُضوا َعْنُهمْ  الل�هُ  رَِضيَ  بِٕاِْحَسانٍ  ات�َبُعوُهمْ  َوال�ِذينَ  َواْ���ْنَصارِ  اْلُمَهاِجرِينَ  ِمنَ  اْ���و�لُونَ  َوالس�

]١٠٠: التوبة﴾ [ اْلَعِظيمُ  اْلَفْوزُ  َذٰلِكَ  ا�َبًدا فِيَها َخالِِدينَ   

“And the first to embrace Islam of the Muhajirun [those who migrated from Makkah to Al-
Madinah] and the Ansar [the citizens of Al-Madinah who helped and gave aid to the 
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Muhajireen] and also those who followed them exactly [in Faith]. Allah is well-pleased with 
them as they are well-pleased with Him. He has prepared for them Gardens under which rivers 
flow [Paradise], to dwell therein forever. That is the supreme success” (Surah At-Tawba 9:100) 

Thus it is mandatory to precisely follow the ways of the preceding righteous Muslims in order to 
reach their level and enter Paradise with them in the Hereafter. We must reach the level that they 
had reached in this world; the one that they had strived and struggled for. If we are not equipped 
with certainty, determination, perseverance and a strong faith, how will we withstand tortures 
such as having our heads split in two or our flesh and bones being combed with a hot iron? How 
can anyone withstand such torture without succumbing to the pain and renouncing their faith? 
Indeed, steadfastness in this matter requires an utter certainty of the Truth, a great love for Allah 
and calling out to Him (swt) to ask for aid and support. When one fulfills these requirements, 
Allah relieves his pains. The Messenger (sas) said, “A martyr does not encounter from [the pain 
of] death except as one of you encounters from [the pain of] a pinch.” [Reported by Al-Tarmidhi, 
An-Nisa’i, Ibn Majah, and Ibn Haban from Abu Hureira] 

How do martyrs earn this blessing? Undoubtedly, they must have done something great to earn 
this ease of pain from Allah. As modern science has noted, the human body is equipped with 
mechanisms to increase and decrease sensations of pain. Regardless, Allah is truly capable – when 
He Wills for His servant to not feel pain – of stimulating these mechanisms to decrease the level 
of pain. Thus, the martyr would be struck and wounded, yet not feel the enormity of the pain 
because he had previously submitted himself to Allah. In contrast, those who have not submitted 
themselves to Allah during times of ease may find that their pain is not eased. Thus they would 
feel the enormity of the pain, and their faith would be tested.   

In order for us to rejoice in Allah’s aid during trials, we must earn His guardianship by striving 
during times of ease. Indeed, the Companions of the Messenger (sas) and the People of the Pit 
reached their levels by means of sacrificing everything in this world, and devoting themselves to 
pleasing their Lord. They strove to fulfill everything that Allah had commanded them in 
whatever way, time, or place He chose. They did this without expecting a worldly reward or 
compensation. Indeed, they knew that they were working towards a much greater reward; the 
blessings of Paradise and the Hereafter. 

The sense of Allah’s predestination in the hearts of the Believers 
“Allah’s wisdom underlies every situation and every state. He Who administers the entire 
universe, Who is informed of its beginning and its end, and Who controls its events and 
interrelations knows the wisdom hidden in the unseen; the wisdom that is in conjunction with 
His will and predestination for the long process and path.” 

We have previously mentioned that our belief in the predestination and will of Allah is partly 
due to our lack of understanding of Allah’s knowledge and wisdom. Indeed, Allah the Almighty 
does not only decree for you and me, but rather, He decrees for all people throughout the ages. 
Therefore, His Divine will and predestination may not conform to our expectations or 
preferences. However, it leads to the final state decreed and willed by Allah. We must not expect 
the Divine will of Allah to fulfill every one of our interests and desires. Rather, we must leave all 
matters to Allah, the Commander of all things. Indeed, He is the All-Knowing. He orchestrates 
everything to take place as He wishes for His creation. He may reward some and punish others; 
He may set trials for some and allow others to corrupt on earth. Ultimately, the will of Allah 
orchestrates many things that we cannot understand. 
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Humans are prohibited from objecting to Allah’s will, wisdom and predestination. They must 
adhere to the correct methodology that was established by Allah and be content with anything 
that Allah wills and decrees for them. Furthermore, they must believe that Allah’s predestination 
is best for them as it is in harmony with the wisdom that controls the entire universe. We can 
never truly comprehend the wisdom that lies behind any occurrence. Allah is the only One Who 
knows what He wants as well as all the secrets of mankind and this universe. He therefore 
synchronizes them all and connects them to all of the other preceding and succeeding 
generations. An incident may occur and the results may only be seen a thousand years later. 
Indeed, Allah the Almighty orchestrates as He wishes. 

It is mandatory for the Believers – if they truly know themselves and their Lord – to comprehend 
the vast and unfathomable difference between man’s knowledge and the knowledge of Allah; the 
knowledge of the Creator and the one of those whom He created, the limited and confined 
knowledge and the comprehensive, absolute and unrestricted knowledge. A large part of our 
contentment and faith in Allah’s predestination results from our utter assurance that we are 
unable and unworthy of knowing Allah’s wisdom and will. In essence, we are unable to even 
discern the good from the bad.  Allah (swt) says: 

]٢١٦: البقرة﴾ [ تَْعَلُمونَ  َ�� َوا�ْنتُمْ  َيْعَلمُ  َوالل�هُ  َلُكمْ  َشر�  َوُهوَ  َشْيًئا تُِحب�وا ا�نْ  َوَعَسى لَُكمْ  َخْيرٌ  َوُهوَ  َشْيًئا َتْكَرُهوا ا�نْ  َوَعَسى﴿   

“But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you love a thing and it is bad 
for you. And Allah Knows, while you know not.” (Surah Al-Baqara 2:216) 

Allah, our Lord, teaches us the proper behavior and attitude that we should have towards Him. 
His decrees are based on true knowledge as well as the harmony between all people and the 
universe. It is mandatory for a Believer to understand and become certain of this fundamental 
principle.   

In Qutub’s words, “After the passing of generations and centuries, Allah chooses at times to 
unveil to us the wisdom behind an incident that was not understood by its people at the time. 
They may have wondered: ‘Why is this? O Lord! Why did this happen?’ The question itself is due 
to ignorance from which the Believer saves himself, for he already knows that behind every fate 
is wisdom. The beauty of his concept and his far-sighted vision in space, time, values and 
standards avail him from considering such questions to begin with; hence he journeys on Allah’s 
ordained course with submission and contentment.” 

This is another illustration of the absolute and exclusive worship to Allah. The essence of worship 
is to go along with the will of Allah with submission and contentment. Any matter that Allah 
ordains is good, however, the wisdom may not be seen by humans due to their limited vision, 
lack of knowledge, and various other reasons.   

When will we become the trustees and guardians of the Truth? 
The following quote of Qutub summarizes the entire matter as it explains the ultimate goal of the 
Qur’anic teachings and methodology: 

“The Qur’an was creating hearts worthy of bearing the trust of being Allah’s representatives 
on earth. It was necessary that these hearts be so solid, so strong and so sincere that when they 
sacrifice everything and withstand everything, they do not fix their sights on something of this 
earth, nor hope for anything but the Hereafter, nor seek anything but the approval of Allah; 
hearts that are willing to cross the entire path of life while enduring exhaustion, difficulty, 
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prohibitions, torment and sacrifice without receiving a reward shortly after on this earth, 
whether it is the reward of the triumph of the Islamic Call, the dominance of Islam, and the 
appearance of Muslims, or even the reward of the annihilation of the tyrants, as the All Mighty, 
the All Powerful had done so with the former disbelievers.” 

This paragraph perfectly summarizes the essence of the issue and task. The Truth requires hearts 
that set aside their personal interests and desires; hearts that are solid, strong and sincere to the 
extent that they can bear anything without seeking any reward other than the approval of Allah. 
Thus they can cross the path of this life while enduring exhaustion, prohibitions and difficulties 
without expecting an earthly reward of any kind. This means that Islamic advocates must not 
even seek the reward of the triumph of the Islamic call or the eradication of the tyrants. Indeed, 
this is the ultimate goal of the Qur’anic teachings. 

Often, Islamic advocates occupy themselves with praying for an immediate victory, relief from 
the trials and adversities or asking for the obliteration of the tyrants and disbelievers. They feel 
like the days go by slowly when they are locked in prisons. They also become extremely frustrated 
when they see tyrants growing in power, authority and fame. Hence they pray to Allah to relieve 
them and punish the tyrants. Nonetheless, they do not strive to purify and devote themselves to 
Allah. They do not strive to rid themselves of their personal interests and desires. As a result, 
many of them fail as they are frustrated by the length of the road, the delay of the victory and the 
seeming triumph of the disbelievers as they have not been seized by Allah. At times, Islamic 
advocates may even think that the disbelievers are on the right path as Allah has yet to punish 
them. 

No doubt, this is a result of the lack of knowledge, sincerity, devotion and certainty in Allah. It is 
also a result of the fact that these advocates enter Islam with preconditions and establish clauses 
and terms for their worship toward Allah. 

Ultimately, this is the essence of the matter that we are striving to attain when studying the 
milestones; we wish to teach and nurture ourselves, wives and children to be devoted to Allah, 
sincere, strong and superior, as well as to not expect a reward for all that we do or accomplish. 

This is the only way in which Allah will grant His promised victory to 
the Believers 
Qutub says: “Even when such hearts are found – hearts which know that their only course in 
this life is to give without any expectations, and that they must await the Hereafter to see the 
discernment between the Truth and falsehood; even when such hearts are found, and Allah 
sees the sincerity of their intentions concerning that which they had pledged, He will give 
them victory on earth and bestow upon them His trust. This trust will not be given to them for 
their sake; rather, it will be given to them so that they bear the trust of the Divine methodology. 
They became worthy of bearing this trust when a promise was not made to them of worldly 
benefits, and they did not seek to be given worldly benefits, and they sincerely devoted 
themselves to Allah at a time when they did not know of a reward other than the approval of 
Allah.” 

This is the pinnacle of worship and devotion to Allah (swt). It is a level that can only be attained 
through a long and continuous struggle. Allah has promised the Believers a great reward; 
however, they will be receiving it in the Hereafter. 
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“All of the Qur’anic verses which mention victory and war spoils or state that the polytheists 
will be punished in this world by the hands of the Believers, were revealed in Medina. They 
were only revealed after all of those matters were excluded from the Believer’s plans, 
expectations and desires. Allah’s aid came to them when His will decreed for this methodology 
to be a practical reality in the lives of humanity; a practical and concrete reality seen by the 
later generations. Thus it was not a reward for the weariness, exhaustion, sacrifices and 
sufferings (of the first shining generation). Indeed, it was a predestination of Allah, the 
wisdom of which we are trying to fathom today.” 

Even if Islam or a group of Muslims become victorious, it cannot be considered a reward for their 
deeds. Rather, it is the fulfillment of a predestined decree of Allah. Allah decreed for His Religion 
to be elevated and superior on earth, just as He willed for it to be implemented and practiced in 
reality. Thus an Islamic advocate must not assume that the triumph and establishment of Islam 
in reality through him is a reward for his sacrifices and deeds. If this was the case, why was Islam 
not established by the hands of those who preceded him in the path of the Truth? This impression 
would suggest that the rewards vary or that Allah’s standards – perish the thought – differ from 
time to time? No, not at all! It is Allah’s will for some groups to be given victory and to witness 
the establishment and rise of Islam while others do not. This is within the unknown realm of 
Allah’s will and wisdom. It is certainly not a reward for the difficulties, sacrifices and pains that 
Muslim groups endure. Thus, Muslims must be aware of an important fact: they must know that 
their victory is not a result of their own efforts and sacrifices. In fact, when the Messenger of Allah 
(sas) established Islam and entered Mecca, he prostrated to Allah in gratitude while sitting on his 
camel. He knew that he did not have a role in the matter. Allah (swt) says: 

اًبا َكانَ  إِن�هُ  َواْسَتْغِفْرهُ  َرب�كَ  بَِحْمدِ  َفَسب�حْ ۞  ا�ْفَواًجا الل�هِ  ِدينِ  فِي َيْدُخلُونَ  الن�اسَ  َوَرا�ْيتَ ۞  َواْلَفْتحُ  الل�هِ  َنْصرُ  َجاءَ  إَِذا﴿  ]النصر﴾ [ تَو�  

“When there comes the victory of Allah and the lands are opened, and you see the people 
entering into the Religion of Allah in multitudes, then exalt [Him] with praise of your Lord and 

ask forgiveness of Him. Indeed, He is ever Accepting of repentance.” (Surah An-Nasr) 

Believers are always called to ask for forgiveness from Allah when they perform good deeds. 
That is because it was due to Allah’s will and aid that they were able to perform those deeds. 
Furthermore, the best of their deeds still remain imperfect. Thus they need to ask for forgiveness 
and not become arrogant. They must not believe that their good deeds are of their own doing. 
The attainment of victory and triumph in Islam and the performance of good deeds are both 
accomplished by the decree, aid and will of Allah. 

This is why Sayyid Qutub – may Allah have mercy on him – says: “All of the Qur’anic verses 
which mention victory and war spoils or state that the polytheists will be punished in this 
world by the hands of the Believers, were revealed in Medina. They were only revealed after 
all of those matters were excluded from the Believer’s plans, expectations and desires.” 

Here, Qutub is referring to the solid foundation consisting of the Muhajirun (those who migrated 
from Mecca to Medina) and the Ansar (the citizens of Madinah who helped and gave aid to the 
Muhajirun). Those Muslims entered Islam with the correct intentions, truly embraced the Islamic 
faith and became infused with the Truth. They became an example of absolute devotion to Allah, 
Exalted is He. Thus victory for them was but a predestination of Allah. It was the will and decree 
of Allah to make them triumphant. However, regardless of whether they were triumphant or not, 
they remained steadfast and devoted to Allah. Qutub establishes this lesson: 
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“This intricate point requires deep thought by all who call to Allah, to whatever country or 
period of time they belong; for it is sufficient to give them the ability to see the milestones of 
the road clearly and without ambiguity, and to steady those who wish to cross the path and 
traverse to the end, whatever this end may be. Allah will then predestine as He wills for His 
call and these people. Thus they must not seek triumph, victory or a discernment of the Truth 
over falsehood when they traverse this road ever paved with skulls, limbs, blood and sweat. 
If Allah intends to fulfill these matters for the sake of His call and Religion, He will bring 
about His will. However, it would not be a reward for their sufferings and sacrifices, for this 
world is not a place of reward. Rather, it would be solely due to the predestination of Allah in 
regards to His call and methodology that He chose for a group of His servants in order to 
achieve through them what He wishes. This noble and Divine choosing is sufficient for them; 
it outweighs and overshadows this life and any hardships that they may face.” 

No doubt, this is a high and esteemed level that Islam calls us to; the level of being completely 
devoted, refraining from hastening and obliterating our inputs and suggestions for the matters 
decreed by Allah. We must be in a perpetual and eternal state of worship and servitude. These 
are all crucial elements when establishing a complete, sincere and devoted servitude to Allah the 
Almighty. We will be able to truly see the greatness and glory of Allah’s Divinity when humanity 
submits to Allah in such a manner. When man voluntarily and willingly devotes and submits to 
Allah and performs righteous deeds, it embodies his servitude to Allah. This is in contrast to the 
angels and other beings as they are subjugated to this worship and servitude; thus they neither 
choose according to their will nor do they face trials. On the other hand, man is given the ability 
to choose. He can choose Allah or others contrary to Him. He can adhere to the path of Islam or 
others contrary to it. He can claim to work for Islam, but with the inclusion of conditions and 
terms, or he can choose to be ultimately devoted and sincere to Allah and thus strive for His cause 
without expecting rewards. This free will and ability to choose is a matter that is specified for 
humans; it is the honor and noble choosing of Allah for mankind. Thus when they willingly 
devote and submit themselves to Allah, they truly establish and give greater meaning to their 
servitude towards Allah. When angels and other beings worship and praise Allah, it does not 
raise their status as they were already compelled. However, when humans choose Allah out of 
their own accord, they become the epitome of absolute worship to Allah (swt). 

The reality of the battle between the Believers and their 
adversaries: “And they resented them not except because 
they believed in Allah, the Exalted in Might, the 
Praiseworthy” 
There remains a final issue that we need to reflect upon, which is the true objective and nature of 
the conflict between Believers and disbelievers.   

Qutub says: “There is another reality that is shown by one of the Qur’anic verses which discuss 
the story of the Makers of the Pit.  It is the verse: “And they resented them not except because 
they believed in Allah, the Exalted in Might, the Praiseworthy” (Surah Al-Buruj 85:8) 

It is a reality that must be pondered upon by the Believers who call to Allah, regardless of their 
period or generation. In essence, the battle between the Believers and their enemies is nothing 
more than a battle of belief and creed. The ill-treatment and resentment of the disbelievers 
towards Muslims is solely due to the Muslims’ embracement of the Islamic faith and creed. 
Their battle is not political, economic or racial; for if it had been, the settlement between them 
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would have been easy, and the solution of their problems would have been simple. However, 
it is fundamentally a battle of creed; disbelief or faith, jahilliya or Islam.” 

This is also a matter that we must believe in with certainty. Disbelievers will not approve of us 
unless we disbelieve in Allah and renounce our Religion. This is in spite of the many promises, 
banners and outer appearances that they put forth. Allah the Almighty states the following verses 
in the Quran: 

]٨: البروج﴾ [ اْلَحِميدِ  اْلَعزِيزِ  بِالل�هِ  يُْؤِمنُوا ا�نْ  إِ��� ِمْنُهمْ  َنَقُموا َوَما﴿   

“And they resented them not except because they believed in Allah, the Exalted in Might, the 
Praiseworthy” (Surah Al-Buruj 85:8) 

]٥٩: المائدة﴾ [ َفاِسُقونَ  ا�ْكَثَرُكمْ  َوا�ن�  َقْبلُ  ِمنْ  ا�ْنزِلَ  َوَما إَِلْيَنا ا�ْنزِلَ  َوَما بِالل�هِ  اآَمن�ا ا�نْ  إِ��� ِمن�ا َتْنِقُمونَ  َهلْ  اْلِكَتابِ  ا�ْهلَ  َيا قُلْ ﴿   

“Say, ‘O People of the Scripture, do you resent us except [for the fact] that we have believed in 
Allah and what was revealed to us and what was revealed before [us] and because most of you 

are defiantly disobedient?’” (Surah Al-Maida 5:59) 

]١٢٠: البقرة﴾ [ ِمل�َتُهمْ  َتت�ِبعَ  َحت�ى الن�َصارَى َوَ�� اْلَيُهودُ  َعْنكَ  تَرَْضى َوَلنْ ﴿   

 “And never will the Jews or the Christians approve of you until you follow their religion.” 
(Surah Al-Baqara 2:120) 

Regardless of how often they claim that the battle between us and them is due to other causes, it 
is all but a means to deceive and deter us from understanding the reality of our battle and the 
nature of our conflict. Had our battle and conflict been due to politics, economics, race or other 
matters, we would have easily resolved our issues and conflict. We would have simply renounced 
any matter of conflict and reached an agreement. 

“The leaders of the polytheists in Mecca offered the Messenger of Allah – peace be upon him 
– wealth, authority and worldly luxuries in exchange for one thing: that he settle the battle of 
belief and abandon this affair. Had he accepted – Allah forbid – what they had asked of him, 
no conflict would have remained between them and him whatsoever. However, it was an issue 
and conflict of belief. The Believers ought to be certain of this when they face an enemy. The 
animosity of this enemy is solely due to the Islamic creed. It is because the Believers “believed 
in Allah, the Exalted in Might, the Praiseworthy”, and because they devoted obedience and 
submission to Him.” 

This is what infuriated Satan and led to his animosity towards Adam (as) and his progeny. It was 
because they had obeyed Allah when he disobeyed; they prostrated to Allah when he refused, 
and they devoted and submitted themselves to Allah when he rebelled. Due to that, he vowed to 
distance them from the Truth and lead them all astray. 

Thus, the conflict between us and Satan, along with his followers, is a conflict of belief and 
ideology. They wish to lead the Believers astray from the Islamic creed by means of luring them 
to battling over other matters and overcoming them thereafter.   

Beware, the enemies of Islam attempt to mask the reality of the battle 
Sayyid Qutub says: “The enemies of the Believers may attempt to make this battle seem like 
an economic or political or racial conflict in order to mask the reality of the battle for the 
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Believers and extinguish the flame of belief in their hearts. Thus the Believers must not be 
deceived, and they must comprehend that this is a concealment behind which there lies a 
purpose. Through masking the nature of the battle, the enemy intends to deprive Believers of 
their weapon of true victory, the victory which can take any form, be it the victory of the 
freedom of spirit as was the case of the Believers in the story of the Makers of the Pit, or 
dominance in the world – as a consequence of the freedom of spirit – as happened in the case 
of the first generation of Muslims.” 

This great deception can very well happen. In fact, many of the contemporary Islamic movements 
were deceived in this manner. They were lured into becoming aligned with jahilliya. They 
received a few benefits from jahilliya after losing their values. The individuals of the Islamic 
movements believed that they had deceived and triumphed over jahilliya as they were able to 
gain benefits from them. However, the reality is quite the opposite. The truth of the matter is that 
they themselves were deceived as they continued to lose their values and standards until nothing 
remained of them. 

Qutub concludes: “We see an example of the enemies’ attempt to mask the reality and essence 
of the battle in the attempts of Christendom to try to deceive us by distorting history and 
saying that the Crusades were a form of imperialism. The truth of the matter is that the latter-
day imperialism is but a mask for the crusading spirit, since it is not possible for it to appear 
in its true form as it was possible in the Middle Ages. The unveiled crusading spirit was 
smashed by the rock of the Islamic creed under the Muslim leadership which came from 
various elements, including Salahuddin the Kurd and Turan Shah the Mamluk; individuals 
who forgot the differences of nationalities and remembered their belief, and were victorious 
under the banner of Islam. 

“And they resented them not except because they believed in Allah, the Exalted in Might, the 
Praiseworthy” (Surah Al-Buruj 85:8) 

Allah the Almighty spoke the truth, and these treacherous deceivers are liars!” 

No doubt, this matter is of the utmost importance for Islamic movements. Due to their 
miscomprehension of this matter, we see that many of the contemporary Islamic movements 
perceive the battle as that of political and economic conflicts; thus they are led further astray. We 
see that many of them support democracy and elections. We also see them claiming that Jihad is 
no longer needed to be used as a means to advocate the Religion of Islam. The call for Islam, 
according to them, can be carried over the internet and television. The purpose of Jihad, as they 
claim, was to spread the Islamic call. Thus they say that it is not required anymore due to the 
presence of modern technologies. They also state that there is no need to split the world into the 
faction of Islam and disbelief as it is unfit for the modern world. They claim these concepts were 
only necessary during the Middle Ages, and that is it inappropriate in this day! 

As such we find that many Islamic movements have been completely deceived by the global 
Christian and Zionist platforms. They have come to perceive many Islamic requisites as 
unnecessary. They have come to believe that the ideological conflicts have ceased, and that we 
are currently living in the era of solutions. They propagate these beliefs in newspapers and 
journals, stating that we are presently in an age of diplomacy and advancement, and have no 
need for religious ideologies and beliefs. 

The enemies of Allah wish to lure mankind into disbelieving in Allah. They seek to obliterate the 
Sovereignty and dominance of Allah from people’s lives as well as the entire world. Therefore, it 
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is mandatory for every Muslim to comprehend the reality of the conflict and battle. They must 
understand that it is a conflict between belief and disbelief, guidance and deviation, Islam and 
jahilliya. 

With this point, we have concluded our presentation of the last chapter of the Milestones. There 
is no need for me to repeat that this book represents the methodological manual and guide for 
the contemporary Islamic movement. It is mandatory that we comprehend its importance and 
value in nurturing the members of the Muslim group. 

Despite the short length of the book, Milestones, we have seen how we were able to grasp all of 
the Islamic concepts through its pages; regardless of whether they were concepts of ideology, 
morals, methodology, strategy, culture or civilization. The book is clear and concise in an all-
encompassing manner that greatly clarifies the way to Allah. 

Without a doubt, the long company that we have had with this book brings us closer to grasping 
its meanings. We do not wish to leave this book at all; rather, we want to move forward from 
theory to application. We need to read and comprehend this great work through these 
explanations and elaborations, in hopes that it may benefit our generation as well as those to 
come. We ask Allah to grant us absolute devotion in compiling these explanations. We ask Him 
(swt) to reward us for our efforts with Paradise as wide as the Heavens and the earth. We ask 
Allah to reward us by forgiving our sins, strengthening our weaknesses and pardoning our 
shortcomings. We ask Allah to honor Sayyid Qutub with the best of rewards.  Indeed, Allah is 
the Excellent Protector, the Excellent Patron. 

I say this and ask Allah to forgive us all. May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon Muhammad, 
his family, and companions. 

All praise be to Allah, by Whose blessings good deeds are accomplished. 
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